Italy threatens Mogadishu pullout 

£dfcd E i2? a( IS? lbc P niled Nwkms T »«rfay for its troops to be 
pulled out “ M °gad»shu unless agreement could be reached on the 
operation of the U.N. mission in (he Somali capital. Foreign Minister 
Beni am ino Andreana Mid. He told reporters he had told U.N* Secretary* 
General Boutros Ghali the Italian troops should be moved north of 
agreement could be reached. About two-thirdl of 

WMh the U - N - rorcc ia Somalia are already 
based north of the capital. Mr. Andreana's remarks followed fierce Italian 
criticism on Monday of a U.N. military strike led by American helicopter 

Mohammad Farah Aideed (see story below). Mr. Andreana said he had 
told Dr. Ghali by telephone that differences over the conduct of U.N. 
operations in Mogadishu “make the Italian presence (there) difficult.” 
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Qadhafi phones King in London 

LONDON (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday 
received a telephone call in his residence in London from Libyan 
leader Muammar AI Qadhafi who inquired about his health. King 
Hussein thanked Colonel Qadhafi and wished him good health 
and happiness and the Libyan people further progress and 
prosperity. The King, who is currently on a visit to London with 
Her Majesty Queen Noor, was last week admitted to hospital in 
Amman for 24 hours for irregular heartbeat problem. Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak phoned the King early this week to 
inquire about his health. 
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Israel 
•gwants 
price for 
^dialogue 
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e 5*4 TEL AVIV — Israel is pursuing 
^ quiet contacts with the Palestine 
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lre ^ t Liberation Organisation (PLO), 
! r crjUf. but is demanding concessions in 
3 return for an official dialogue, 
me life Labour Party sources said Tues- 
day. 

■Jost Official denials that seciet 
dr ai i meetings have taken place be- 
P to;, tween Israeli and PLO repre- 
sentatrves have been less than 
ne tfit convincing, despite angry right- 
frjcia*. wing accusations of a sell-out. 
e of 4. “Individuals have had sporadic 
is ft. contacts with the PLO of which 
the prime minister has been kept 
^up-to-date." Health Minister 
Chaim Ramon admitted Tues- 
day. “But they had no mandate 
tqllart negotiations,'* he told the 
radio. 

According to Israeli television, 
Mr. Rabin has refused to issue a 
straight denial of quiet contacts 
with the PLO over the peace 
talks. He said only that Israel is 
negotiating in Washington an in- 
terim autonomy agreement with 
Palestinians from the occupied 
territories. 

Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
added another twist saying 
“Those who are negotiating with 
the Palestinian delegation are in 
fact negotiating with those whom 
the delegation are consulting. 

The delegation takes orders 
from the PLO and openly con- 
sults with Chairman Yasser Ant 
fat. 

Addressing the Labour par- 
liamentary party, Mr. Peres ruled 
out direct talks with the PLO "for 
the moment. 

“I want to be clear, in negotia- 
tions some things have to remain 
obscure," Mr. Peres said. 

A majority of Labour deputies 
l^yzked dialogue with the PLO 
av^ven those who were against, 
suoras Deputy Defence Minister 
Mordechai Gur, thought simply 
that the time was not right, jour- 
nalists reported. They did not 
object in principle. 

Mr. Arafat sent conflicting sig- 
nals on PLO contacts with Israel, 
saying that there had been meet- 
ings to break deadlock in the 
peace talks but later adding that 
he had meant something diffe- 
rent. 

The PLO chairman told Reu- 
ters initially that PLO high- 
ranking officials met Israeli offi- 
cials in Washington in a failed 
attempt to advance the peace 
process. 

“There were two meetings last 
T&onth in Washington during the 
{y^dle East peace) negotiations 
rounds, and they were unsuccess- 
ful.” be said. 

■ But later on Monday, Mr. Ara- 
fat said that what he meant was 
that “there were Palestinian 
attempts to meet the Israelis in 
Washington but that these 
attempts failed and the meetings 
did nor took place.” 

' He said that despite the failure 
the PLO remained ready for con- 
tacts. “I appealed for a meeting 
(with Mr. Rabin) to make an 
honourable peace... and I have 
renewed the appeal last month at 
the Organisation of African Uni- 
ty summit (QAU) in Cairo," he 
said.. 

He said the ball was now in 
Israel's court. 

. “Ever since Mr. Rabin lifted a 
» on contact with the PLO in 
February, growing numbers of 
Israeli left-wing membrs of par- 
liament and "private" citizens 
have been meeting publidy with 
PLO officials from Mr. Arafat on 
down. 

The left claims that up to 11 
ministers in Mr. Rabin's centre- 
left coalition favour direct dia- 
logue, with the Tunis-based PLO 
as means of helping foundering 
the .peace talks. 

They say.Israe! is already talk- 
ing to Mr. Arafat indirectly by 
meeting Faisal Al Husseini and 
othen leaders of the West Bank 
and Qaza Strip Palestinians. The 
PLO as an organisation cannot 
.officially take part in the 20- 
mohth-old peace talks. 

Mr. Rabin, who would need a 
national consensus to push 
t roug h any peace accord with 
wfralestinians, roles out direct 
contact with the PLO. 
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Palestinians say U.S. 
efforts encouraging 


Combined agency despatches 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
Palestinians described talks Tues- 
day with the U.S. coordinator of 
the Middle East peace negoti- 
tions as encouraging but said no 
breakthrough that would narrow 
differences with Israel had been 
reached. 

"Today, we had a rather leng- 
thy meeting in which they (the 
U.S. team) presented us with 
their initial, general responses to 
our draft formulation on territo- 
rial jurisdiction,’* Palestinian 
spokeswoman Han an Ashrawi 
told reporters. 

Dr. Ashrawi said a paper 
Palestinians had presented to the 
U.S. coordinator, Dennis Ross. 
Monday was a Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) “for- 
mulation” dealing with the ter- 
ritorial dimension of a future 
Palestinian self-government in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip.* 

“It's too early to reach any 
agreement with us but they re- 
sponded to our formulations in 
ways that were encouraging," she 
after meeting Mr. Ross in Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

Both the Palestinians and 
Israel were not happy with a U.S. 
paper aimed at bridging their 
differences, especially regarding 
Jerusalem, that was presented at 
the 10th round of Arab-braeli 
peace talks earlier this month, in 
Washington. 


Israel wound up saying the 
paper could be used as a starting 
point. Palestinians refused to dis- 
cuss it and presented their 
alternative draft. 

Dr. Ashrawi said: “They (the 
Americans) will be working on 
other drafts and we will be seeing 
them as they go along.” 

“The gap between us and them 
(the Americans) remains the 
same,” Palestinian delegate Saeb 
Erakat told the Associated Press. 
“The American document can in 
no way be the basis for the 
negotiations.” 

Dr. Ashrawi said the delega- 
tion had "explained why the 
American draft is unsuitable as a 
basis for negotiations or even as a 
starting point.” 

“They do understand the need 
to be creative and not to become 
prisoners of a text that is below 
an acceptable level,” she added. 

“We are demanding that an 
agreement on interim self- 
government apply to all the occu- 
pied territories without anyexcep- 
tion,” Dr. Ashrawi said. That 
would include East Jerusalem. 

“Jerusalem is part of the occu- 
pied territories, we will not aban- 
don, relinquish or exclude Jeru- 
salem Dr. Ashrawi stressed. 

Mr. Ross said of the new prop- ’ 
osals: "We had asked the Palesti- 
nians to give us a number of 
specific formulations. 

“They have given us a formula- 
tion that touches a number of key 
issues and we are going to discuss 


it. 

Dr. Ashrawi reiterated calls for 
Israel to hold direct talks with the 
PLO. “If they negotiate with the 
PLO, it would be the easiest 
way to achieve results. 

“They would be lending the 
negotiations real vigour and real 
momentum,” she said amid re- 
ports of clandestine meetings be- 
tween PLO and Israeli officials, 
(See separate story) 

Dr. Ashrawi saw a “possibil- 
ity" that U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher would visit 
the Middle East shortly following 
up Mr. Ross's mission. 

“Secretary Christopher will 
have to assess progress and de- 
velopments and will have to make 
up his mind,” she said. 

Mr. Ross was due to wrap up a 
six-day shuttle trip to the Middle 
East focussed on resuscitating the 
peace talks which have made 
little progress in the 20 months 
since they were launched. 

He also met Syrian and Jorda- 
nian leaders in Damascus and 
Amman and Egyptian leaders in 
Cairo during his swing through 
the region. He opened his tour in 
Israel last week. 

Back in occupied Jerusalem 
Tuesday, be first held two hours 
of talks with Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin in West Jeru- 
salem before going to see the 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Ross said after meeting 

(Continued on page 10) 




Ekeus to give Baghdad ‘last 
chance’ to meet U.N. demand 


Combined agency despatches 

UNITED NATIONS — The 
Security Council president says 
Iraq is “playing with fire” by not 
cooperating with U.N. weapons 
inspectors, and a senior U.N. 
envoy is heading to Iraq to drive 
that point borne. 

Rolf Ekeus, chairman of the 
U.N. commission on Iraq's 
weapons prepared to leave New 
York for Baghdad Tuesday night, 
giving Iraq a final wanting that it 
is risking another U.S. military 
attack by not cooperating. 

Russia gave its strong backing 
on Tuesday, urging Iraq in a 
foreign ministry statement to 
“put an end without delay to its 
tactics of evasion, procrastination 
and cat-and-mouse game with the 
U-N. Security Council." 

Iraq was one of the Soviet 
Union's main allies in the Middle 
East until former President 
Mikhail Gorbachev ended the 
Kremlin’s confrontational stance 
towards the West and joined 
U.N. sanctions against several 
countries. 

President Bill Clinton, on vaca- 
tion in Hawaii, said he will leave 
the issue up to the United Na- 
tions for now. 

‘They’ve got a strategy. I want 
to let them do their work for a' 
couple of days before I say any- 
thing,” he said. 

Security Council diplomats 
made dear the United Nations 
may have to destroy two rocket 
test sites near Baghdad if Iraq persisted in 
preventing U.N. inspectors from 


installing video monitors there. 

David Hannay, the Security 
Co until president and British 
ambassador, said weapons in- 
spectors “would have to consider 
destruction” of the two sites if 
Iraq rejects other solutions, such 
as the television monitoring. 

“The Iraqi government is play- 
ing with fire, and I hope they will 
stop playing with fire,” he told 
reporters after the 15-meraber 
council authorised Mr. Ekeus’ 
visit. 

Iraq warned its people Tuesday 
that the outcome of the standoff 
could be mon^<4\merican air 
strikes. _ _ ' 

“The U.S. and its allies will not 
hesitate to direct another blow 
against Iraq, and they are prepar- 
ing to do so,” the Defence Minis- 
try daily Al Qadissiya said in a 
front-page editorial. 

American warships launched 
two dozen Cruise missiles at in- 
telligence headquarters in Bagh- 
dad two weeks ago in retaliation 
for an alleged plot to kill former 
U.S. President George Bush. 

Many Iraqis believe the visit by 
Mr. Ekeus as a public relations 
move to dear the way for another 
attack. 

Al Qadissiya gave no hint of 
compromise in the dispute. 

It said Iraq had fully complied 
with U.N. Resolution 687, which 
ordered the dismantling of its 
weapons of mass destruction, but 
the United Nations had not lifted 
trade sanctions in return. 

Iraq says it accepts in principle 
long-term monitoring to ensure it 


does not build chemical, nuclear 
and biological weapons or exceed 
the permitted range for its mis- 
siles. 

But it says the U.N. should 
examine its compliance with Re- 
solution 687 and ease Gulf war 
trade sanctions before going on to 
the long-term provisions of Re- 
solution 715. 

“We accept in principle the 
long-term monitoring,” said Iraqi 
Ambassador Nizar Hamdoun 
Monday. “(But) the sealings of 
the sites cannot be an objective 
by itself. The cameras cannot be 
an objective by itself.” 

Mr. Hamdoun said Baghdad 
had offered U.N. inspectors “full 
access” to the sites but refused to 
allow them to be sealed because 
“that would set a precedent that 
we cannot accept." 

Mr. Ekeus, who was to fly to 
Bahrain en route to Iraq, is ex- 
pected to restate the U.N. posi- 
tion to Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz and Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Saeed Al Sahaf. 

“We have had several such 
confrontations with Iraq and in 
each of these situations the prob- 
lems have been solved in an 
effective manner,” Mr. Ekeus 
told Cable News Network. 

“In January, if you recall, there 
was a missile attack,” he said, 
referring to the U.S. airstrike in 
Baghdad. 

“It's a serious situation and 
indeed serious consequences we 
foresee," he added. 

(Continued on page 10) 



His Royal 

Regent* flanked by Al al Bait Foundation head 
Nassereddta Al Assad (left) and Sheikh Shakour 


Bashzada from the Caucasus, Tuesday opens an Al 
al Bait conference in Amman (Petra photo) 


Regent opens Al al Bait meeting 
with call for end to conflicts 


By Mariam M. S hahin 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In a clear appeal to 
both Muslims and non-Muslims 
for an end 10 enmity and strife. 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, told 
the ninth general conference of 
the Royal Academy for Islamic 
Civilisation Research (Al al Bait 
Foundation) Tuesday that “we 
seek a departure from ‘East is 
East and West is West and never 
the twin shall meet 
“Everyone in a position of re- 
sponsibility and every guardian 
patron ana custodian are hereby 
requested to bring the twin 
together,” the Regent said. 

Regional and international 
challenges facing Muslims and 
Islam can be best dealt with 
through reason and knowlege and 
a distancing from short-term sold-* 
dons and quick remedies, the 
Regent said as he opened the 
conference at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

Tolerance and pluralism -and a 


meaningful dialogue between 
East and West as well as the need 
to redefine the place and role of 
Islamic thought and teachings in 
the social, political and economic 
policies of the day dominated the 
opening session which was 
attended by over 100 participants 
from the Middle East, Africa, 
Asia, the United States, Europe 
and the Caucasus. 

See page 4 for foil text of the 
Regent’s speech 

The participants, royalty and 
ulema, laymen and professionals 
among them, will discuss the fu- 
ture of Islamic thought and the 
application of the tenets and 
teachings of Islam in the 21st 
century where wars against Mus- 
lims and charges in the West of 
“Muslim terrorism" are plenty. 

Wlth wars and conflict involv- 
ing Muslims being waged in at 
least half a dozen voun tries, the 
conference will have much to 
discuss about the future of Mus- 
lims and the development of Isla- 


mic thought during the three-day 
conference. 

In his opening address, the 
Regent cited the conflict in Bos- 
nia and the sanctions against the 
people of Iraq as two prime ex- 
amples of how human excesses 
are challenging the international 
spirit of humanity. 

The Crown Prince, repeating a 
call he made at the World Con- 
ference on Human Rights in 
Vienna last month, said.” “We 
need to affect a new world con- 
stitution for human behaviour,'* 
regulating relationships among 
individuals, as well as between 
individuals and governments." 

The Crown Prince warned that 
calls for peaceful initiatives to 
resolve conflict and tolerance to- 
wards critics did not mean a 
weakness but rather a strength. 

“I sincerely hope that a call for 
Islamic tolerance will not be mis- 
taken for a gesture that implies 
leniency, submission, and capi- 
tulation in the face of might,” the 

(Continued on page 10) 


Trade 

deficit 

widens 

By Suleiman Al KhaUdi 
Reuter 


AMMAN — Jordan’s trade de- 
ficit climbed to a record JD 1.46 
billion (52.122 billion) last year, 
exceeding the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) target by 
JD 639.8 million ($929.9 million), 
according to latest Central Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ) figures. 

The deficit widened from 
JD 994 million ($1 .44 billion) in 
1991 because of a sharp rise in 
imports generated by economic 
growth and savings, mostly from 
more than 300,000 Jordanians 
who fled Kuwait because of the 
1990 Gulf crisis. 

Overall foreign trade rose by 
23.3 per cent to JD 2.85 billion 
($4.14 billion) in 1992 from JD 
2.31 billion ($3.35 billion) in 
1991. 

Imports rose to JD 2.21 billion 
($3.21 billion) in 1992 from JD 
1.71 billion ($2.48 billion) in 1991 
— way beyond limits fixed by the 
IMF which has set a seven-year 
economic reform plan for Jordan. 

(Continued on page 5) 


4 journalists’ bodies 
recovered in Somalia 


Combined agency despatches 

MOGADISHU — Somali em- 
ployees of Western news agencies 
faced down angry crowds Tues- 
day and recovered the bodies of 
three foreign journalists killed in 
a mob attack. 

The body of a fourth, journalist 
was retrieved soon after Mon- 
day's attack. A television camera- 
man and a reporter also were 
wounded when Somalis attacked 
reporters, photographers and 
television -crew after U.N. 
forces blasted a clan leader's 
compound. 

Supporters of warlord Moham- 
mad Farrah Aideed said 73 
Somalis died and 200 were 
wounded in the U.N. assault. 
U.N. officials disputed that, 
saying Tuesday that 15 Somalis 
were killed and 15 wounded. 

In three attacks on U.N. troops 
in Mogadishu since the assault on 
the compound, five peacekeepers 
were wounded, one of them 
seriously, officials said Tuesday. 
No details were immediately 
available. 

The body of Associated Press 
photographer a German, Hansi 
Krauss, 30, was surrounded by a 
hostile crowd when Somali em- 
ployees and armed bodyguards 


working for AP and Reuters re- 
trieved it Tuesday. The body was 
on October 21 Road, a stretch of 
highway roamed by gunmen on 
the city’s southwestern side. 

The bodies of two Reuters 
journalists, photographer Hosea 
D. Maina, 38, and sound techni- 
cian Anthony Macharia, 21, were 
recovered near Bakara Market, a 
notorious warren of shantied, 
stalls and hideouts used by Gen- 
ral Aideed ’s gunmen, both men 
were Kenyan. 

The body of another reuters 
photographer, Dan Eldon, 22, 
was removed by a military heli- 
copter Monday from the vicinity 
of the villa attacked by American 
troops in the 29-nation U.N. 
peacekeeping alliance. Mr. 
Eldon, a dual U.S. -British 
citizen, appeared to have been 
beaten with stones and rifle butts. 

All three corpses had been 
moved far from the site of the 
attack, which suggested that 
Somali gunmen hoped to lure 
U.N. troops into trying to re- 
trieve them to lay an ambush. 

“Their bodies are surrounded 
by snipers. They will kill anyone 
they drink works for the U.N. 
who tries to pick them up," said 

(Continued on page 10) 


Women challenge male bastion in Jordan’s polls 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Reuter 


AMMAN — When Toujan 
Faisal first ran for Jordan’s 
parliament, Muslim militants 
asked a court to annul her 
marriage and grant immunity 
to anyone who would spill her 
blood. 

She lost the election in 1989 
and the court, saying it was 
incompetent to rale in such a 
case, bowed out of the apos- 
tasy suit brought by the mili- 
tants- 

Ms. Faisal is back this year 
as one of a dozen women seek- 
ing to break into the all-male 
bastion that is Jordan's parlia- 
ment In elections this 
November. 

“Democracy is the only way 
for us to get our rights said 


Ms. Faisal, former presenter of 
a television series on women’s 
affairs, who has challenged 
conservative Muslim views on 
topics like polygamy and 
marital assault. 

“The fundamentalists tried 
to distort my image, but I had 
enough time to show other- 
wise,” she said. 

The run-up to what is ex- 
pected to be a fevered election 
— the first multi-party polls 
since 1956 — is turning a spot- 
light on women and the failure 
to integrate them into the poli- 
tics of Jordan, a small King- 
dom bordered by Saudi Ara- 
bia, Iraq, Syria and Israel. 

In sharp contrast with Ms. 
Faisal, most women’s rights 
advocates doubt women will 
make any election gains. Many 
want the government to allo- 
cate parliamentary seats for 


women until their participation 
in public life becomes fully 
accepted. 

The proposal for quotas has 
sparked heated debate and 
split the ranks of women — 
half of Jordan's 3.9 million 
population. 

Many, like Ms. Faisal, say 
quotas are undemocratic and 
violate constitutional guaran- 
tees of equality for all Jorda- 
nians. 

Under present rules, 12 of 
Jordan's 80 parliamentary 
seats are reserved for the 
Christian, Shishan and Circas- 
sian minorities. 

“We form half the society so 
why should we be treated like 
minorities?” -asked Souad 
Salem, a typist. 

But Khadija Habashneh, 
from Jordan’s Centre for 
Women Studies, said quotas 


are the only way to ensure 
grassroots power to women. 

“Discrimination against 
females exists. We have to 
start from there to reach equal- 
ity,” she said during a recent 
lecture on “Women and the 
Local Elections." - 
Others fear that in the abs- 
ence of a powerful feminist 
movement, a quota system will 

f ive organised political groups, 
ke the fundamentalist Muslim 
brotherhood, a free hand to 
impose-women-who share their 
views. 

“The fundamentalist women 
will take over (under a quotal) 
and will make it even more 
difficult for other women to get 
there," said Fatima Msa’ed, a 
chemist. “Under a quota we 
will not get qualified women." 

Most members of the 
Brotherhood, the single largest 


bloc in Parliament, say women 
should strictly follow religion 
and obey their husbands. They 
should stay at home and rear 
children or have careers as 
teachers or nurses which do 
not challenge men. 

Many officials believe 
women's limited experience in 
public work and lack of funds 
to finance the costly election 
campaign are further hand- 
icaps in their political battle. 

Women won the right to 
vote and to stand for parlia- 
ment in 1974, but none con- 
tested any of the by-elections 
held since. 

Women form only 12 per 
cent of the work force of 
550,000. Two women have 
served as cabinet ministers and 
one is a senator, but none has 
held a top post in the judiciary 
and few have become senior 


civil servants. 

Women who voted in past 
elections tended to follow their 
husband's preferences and 
many may do so again. A large 
number of men still see women 
as unfit for public life. 

"I will never put my trust in 
a woman,” said Ahmad Salem, 
a driver. “She is only fit to 
raise children and clean the 
house.” 

Taher Al Masri, a former 
prime minister and long-time 
deputy who has championed 
women’s rights said the gov- 
ernment was convinced women 
Should play a bigger role in 
political life. 

“But what puzzles us is that 
women do not help women,” 
be told Reuters. “Women 
should also take the blame not 
only the men and the system.” 


Majali 
calls on 
citizens to 
exercise 
the right 
to vote 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Al Sal am Al Majali 
Tuesday urged Jordanians to 
“exercise their constitutional 
rights and vote in the coming 
parliamentary election.” The 
prime minister called on Jorda- 
nians to register their names in 
the voters' lists so as to ensure 
their right to vote in the elections, 
scheduled for November. 

Dr. Majali was speaking after a 
visit to the Interior Ministry 
where he attended part of a meet- 
ing by a Public Safety Commit- 
tee. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Dr. Majali 
said that the ministry had “made 
arrangements and provided all 
facilities to ensure that citizens 
would not have any difficulties in 
registering for the coming elec- 
tions and in obtaining the neces- 
sary voting cards." 

Facilitating the registration 
process is one of the few points 
on which both opponents and 
proponents of introducing 
changes to the Election Law 
agree. 

A poll conducted by the 
Strategic Studies Centre of the 
University of Jordan, which was 
released in March, expected 
almost a doubling of voter turn- 
out for the country's first multi- 
party elections in almost three 
decades. Observers, however, 
argue that the government should 
cut down on red tape and facili- 
tate the registration process if it 
wants a higher turnout in the 
elections. 

Observers expect a higher turn- 
out at the ballots to work against 
the Muslim-Brotherhood move- 
ment, saying die increased turn- 
out would be outside its. consti- 
tuencies which enjoyed the high- 
est percentage of voters' parti- 
cipation in the 1989 elections. 

The prime minister's call on 
citizens to register for voting 
came one week after King Hus- 
sein asked the government to 
hold the elections for Jordan's 
12th Parliament on their constitu- 
tional date. 

Informed sources told the Jor- - 
dan Times this week that the 
government will soon announce a 
date for the elections after initiat- 
ing the process of introducing 
amendments to the Election Law 
and dissolving parliament, the 
majority of whose members 
favour the current legislation. 
The changes expected were to 
introduce the one-person-one- 
vote formula without changing 
the voting districts. 

King Hussein and Dr. Majali 
have said that changes to the law 
would be introduced only after 
thorough consultations with all 
concerned parties. 

Dr. Majali Tuesday inspected 
the ministry’s operations room 
and the information centre and 
said that “these arrangements 
give us assurances that the elec- 
tions will run smoothly and 
according to plan.” 

Expressing “dissatisfaction 
with the turnout of people reg- 
istering for the elections, todaie,” 
the prime minister said that “only 
a few people who have not pre- 
viously registered for voting have 
visited the registration centres so 
far and their number falls far 
short of the expected." 

The government has set the 
end of July for voters to register 
and said that people who moved 
into other constituencies can reg- 
ister to vote in their new places of 
residence. 

The prime minister repeated 
King Hussein's earlier call on the 
Jordanian people to exercise their 
constitutional right and vote in 
the elections. “They should not 
remain satisfied by sitting in the 
back seats and demand freedom 
and democracy,” said the prime 
minister. 

The concerned government de- 
partments are ready to offer faci- 
lities and assistance to al! citizens 
to help them exercise their right 
to voting and have made arrange- 
ments to ensure all these facili- 
ties, be added. 

The Higher Committee for 
Public Safety has approved of a 
proposal to divide the dty of 
Amman into several zones, which 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Relief 


picks up 
in south 
of Sudan 


KHARTOUM (AP) — A train 
convoy carrying 50,000 tonnes of 
commercial food and supplies has 
arrived in the famine-struck 
southern town of Wau without 
being attacked by rebels, news- 
papers said. 

For most of the 10 years of civil 
war in southern Sudan, towns like 
Wau, 1,000 kilometres south of 
Khartoum, have been reachable 
only by air because of rebel 
attacks on train, truck and river 
routes. 

The safety situation meant only 
limited amounts of food at ex- 
orbitant prices could reach the 
besieged towns, exacerbating the 
war-caused famine situation 
which has killed more than one 
million people in the last decade. 

According to the United Na- 
tions. an estimated four million of 
Sudan's 27 million inhabitants are 
said to be facing starvation, dis- 
ease, homelessness or terrorising 
warfare. Both t^e government 
and rebels have used food as a 
weapon in the war, and transport- 
ing relief food to affected govern- 
ment and rebel-held areas re- 
mains a critical issue. 

The newspapers heralded the 
arrival of the three trains in Wau 
Sunday. They said in recent 
months, only one out of five train 
convoys was attacked an robbed 
by rebels. This reflects the army 
control over the region. 

The main rebel Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (SPLA) has 
been beleaguered by infighting 
with splinter groups as well as the 
loss of its main ally, Ethiopia, a 
year ago. This allowed the gov- 
ernment last vear to retake more 
than one dozen rebel-held towns. 
There has been a ceasefire in the 
south since February, but both 
sides have accused the others of 
violations. Peace talks mediated 
by Nigeria have made little prog- 
ress. 

The war has been a drain on 
the faltering economy of Sudan. 
One of the main problems Khar- 
toum dwellers face are periodic 
gasoline shortages. 

fn the past three months, the 
gasoline shortage became so bad 
that the government lowered the 
weekly ration per car 1 to two - 
gallons of partially ' subsidised y 
gasoline, and then cancelled even ' 
that. -fig 

In an effort to resolve the 
shortage, the government 
announced Monday that private 
oil companies will be allowed to 
import and sell rationed gasoline 
at commercial prices. 

The subsidised gasoline sold at 
150 Sudanese pounds (SI) per 
gallon. The commercial gasoline, 
available starting Thursday, will 
cost 400 Sudanese pounds (S2.7) 
per gallon, and each car owner is 
only allowed five gallons a week. 


WFP expands airdrops 


AFP adds from Nairobi: The 
World Food Programme (WFP) 
has increased its airdrops of food 
to southern Sudan's towns and 
villages where some 800.000 peo- 
ple are in dire need, the U.N. 
agency has announced. 

For the first time the WFP is 
dropping food from Khartoum in 
twice-daily flights over the re- 
mote villages of Thiet and Akon 
in the southern Bahr AI Ghazal 
province, the WFP said. 

The statement said the drops 
began Sunday with food donated 
by the Khartoum government. 

Last month the WFP launched 
the food drops from an airbase in 
north Kenya when heavy rains 
made it impossible for aircraft to 
land on dirt airstrips in southern 
Sudan. So far the agency has 
dropped more than 1,000 tonnes 
of cereals, beans and seeds. 

The WFP is also using barges 
to ferry food from Malakal . 
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Turkish pipeline still 
obstacle in Iraq oil talks 


Combined Agency Dispatches 


7H UlU<mJW9CHURCHES 


UNITED NATIONS — Talks on 
allowing Iraq to sell a limited 
amount of oil to obtain humanita- 
rian goods inched forward Mon- 
day but diplomats said the ter- 
minal for shipping the oil was still 
an obstacle. 

“It went better, at least we had 
a dialogue,'* said one source close 
to the talks without elaborating. 

The same sources were pess- 
imistic over the weekend, saying 
negotiations with U.N. officials 
were deadlocked and Iraq had 
not changed its position from last 
year. The talks continued 
Tuesday. 

Before Monday's session en- 
ded. Chinmaya Gharekhan,. an 
aide to Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghali, told the Security Coun- 
cil the two positions were “still 
far apart, 1 ’ diplomats at the meet- 
ing reported. 

He said the point of shipment 
for the oil was a major problem 
and that the council would re- 
ceive a paper shortly setting out 
the Iraqi and United Nations 
positions. 

Iraq wants oil shipped through 
its Gulf terminal of Mina Al Bakr 
while the United States and Bri- 
tain want most of the oil flowing 
through the Iraqi-Turkish pipe- 
line. 

They believe it can be moni- 
tored easier at the Turkish outlet 
and do not want to deprive Ank- 
ara of revenues after its help in 
the 1991 Gulf war. 

Iraq's delegation, led by the 
under-secretary in the Foreign 
Ministry, Riyadh Al Qaisi, de- 
clined to comment but said pre- 
viously he would “stay as long as 
necessary.*' 

U.N. sources said it remained 
to be seen whether Iraq had 
sjmply taken a tough opening 
position and might be more flexi- 
ble during, the week. Some en- 
voys believe Dr. Ghali might step 
in if it appears the talks might 
collapse. 

At issue are two resolutions 


passed by the U.N. Security 
Council in 1991 that ordered Iraq 
to sell limited quantities of oil to 
pay for its own humanitarian sup- 
plies. A third of the proceeds 
would go for U.N. costs in des- 


troying Iraqi weapons and a repa- 
una “ 


ration fund for war victims. 

Iraq so far has balked at the 
strict U.N. monitoring of the oil 
sales, which would allow Iraq to 
sell SI .6 billion worth of oil over 
six months. 

U.N. officials also declined to 
comment publicly on progress or 
content of the talks. Under- 
Secretary-Genera] Carl-August 
Fleischhauer, head of the legal 
department, is leading the U.N. 
team. 

Crude oil prices on the New 
York mercantile exchange have 
fallen. sharply in recent weeks on 
fears the negotiations may bring 
more oil to an already well-sup- 
plied market. 

The Iraqi delegation also has 
been at pains tp separate the oil 
talks from the latest crisis of U.N. 
monitoring of two missile bases in 
Baghdad. 

Iraqb reply to Gore 


and the United Nations are de- 
partments in the American fore- 
ign ministry and that's why he 
speaks about them as he likes?" 
Mr. Rifai was quoted as asking. 

“Why doesn't the secretary 
general of the United Nations 
speak, or president of the Secur- 
ity Council.. .and why do the 
Americans speak about United 
Nations causes?” 

United Nations ceasefire re- 
solutions ending the 1991 Gulf 
war require the elimination of 
Iraq's weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. The present confrontation 
over Iraq's rejection of c _.veill- 
ance cameras at tv. . iest sites, 
which the U.N. wants to ensure 
are not used to develop long- 
range missiles. 

The Iraqi News Agency also 
briefly quoted Iraqi Vice-Presi- 
dent Taba Yasin Ramadan as 
saying Iraq has no problem with 
the issue of U.N". weapons inspec- 
tions^ only the manner in which 
the requests are made. 

The agency said Mr. Ramadan 
also was replying to Mr. Gore's 
remarks when he issued a state- 


- Iraq's ambassador to Japan re- 
sponded Monday to remarks by 
U.S. Vice President Al Gore, 
saying the “Iraqi conflict is with 
the United Nations and not with 
the United States,"' the Iraqi 
News Agency said.- 

On Sunday, Mr. Gore said, 
“(Iraqi President) Saddam- (Hus- 
sein) should understand very 
dearly that be cannot trifle with 
the world community," adding 
that the United Nations could 
now demand Iraq destroy the 
missile test sites that are at the 
centre of the latest Iraqi con- 
frontation with the West. 

The Iraqi agency, monitored in 
Nicosia, quoted a report from the 
BBC Arabic service, which in 
turn quoted the ambassador, 
Rashid Al Rifai. 

“Is Mr. Gore a representative 
for the United Nations, or he 
thinks that the Security Council 


ment saying the problem lay in 
‘The new and serious manner in 


which requests are made. This 
new manner is provocative and is 


aimed at harming Iraq,." 

It was not dear if this was a 


reference to Mr. Gore, but he 
was quoted as saying the requests 
made by the U.N. special com- 
mission for dismantling Iraq's 
weapons were made for political 
reasons that bad nothing to do 
with the Security Countil resolu- 
tions. 

Mr. Ramadan insisted that Iraq 
had allowed U.N. experts to in- 
spect military sites and installa- 
tions but denounced demands for 
surveillance cameras and equip- 
ment seals as “provocative." 

The objective, he charged, “is 
to ignore Iraq's request for sanc- 
tions to be lifted." Economic 
sanctions were imposed on Bagh- 
dad by the U.N. Security Coundl 
following Iraq's 1990 seizure of 
Kuwait. 


CIA officer approved 
sheikh’s visa to U.S. 


By Ruth Sinai 


The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — A Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) offic- 
er serving in Sudan approved the 
permit for Sheikh Omar Abdul 
Rahman to enter the United 
States in 1990, not knowing the 
Egyptian cleric was ineligible be- 
cause of alleged ties with “terror- 
ists", a U.S. official says. 

The CIA denies any connec- 
tion with Sheikh Abdul Rahman, 
but the findings are bound to 
bolster speculation in the Arab 
World that the CIA arranged for 
him to get into the United States. 
The speculation is based on the 
belief that he helped the agency 
recruit Afghan rebels to fight the 
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 
the 1980s. 

The U.S. official, who spoke 
only on condition of anonymity, 
said the CIA officer approved 
Sheikh Abdul Rahman's tourist 
visa request after a Sudanese 
U.S. embassy consular clerk 
assured him that the sheikh's 
name was not on a list of “unde- 
sirable aliens." 

The question of how the sheikh 
entered this country arose after 
some of his alleged followers 
were arrested in connection with 
the February World Trade Cen- 
tre bombing, and an alleged plot 
thwarted last month by the 
Federal Bureapof. Investigations 
(FBI) to blow up New York City 
landmarks. 

The findings are contained in a 
classified report by the State De- 
partment’s inspector-general, 
assisted by the CIA's inspector 
general, said the official, who is 
familiar with the report. 

The investigation found that a 
series of “bureaucratic mistakes” 
allowed Sheikh Abdul Rahman 
to repeatedly skirt State Depart- 
ment and Immigration and 
Naturalisation Service (INS) con- 
trols, said Representatives Olym- 
pia J. Snowe, one of several 
lawmakers briefed on the report. 
Parts of the report will be made 
public. 

The official who spoke of the 


report’s findings noted that 
Sheikh Abdul Rahman did not 
travel to Pakistan — the staging 
point for the Afghan rebels fight- 
ing in neighbouring Afghanistan 
— until 1990, after the Soviets 
had pulled out. 

Also, Sheikh Abdul Rahman 
was affiliated with the most reli- 
gious Muslim faction of the re- 
bels, led by Gulbuddin Hekmaty- 
ar who was mistrusted by the 
□A, the official noted. 

The agency, as a miner of 
routine, does not comment on its 
operations abroad. The role of 
the CIA official was first reported 
by Newsweek. 

The inspector-general’s inves- 
tigation found that the CIA offic- 
er at the embassy in Khartoum 
did not recognise Sheikh Abdul 
Rahman by name, said the offi- 
cial, even though the sheikh was 
known to U.S. counter- 
terrorism" officials because of 
his support of radicals in Egypt. 

The Egyptian cleric, who is 
blind, was tried and acquitted in 
connection with the 1981 assas- 
sination of Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat, and was charged 
with inciting a 1989 riot in Egypt. 

Because of these events and 
other information. Sheikh Abdul 
Rahman was in 1987 placed on a 
list of 2.7 million foreigners in- 
eligible for entry into the United 
States. 

The Sudanese consular clerk 
who handled Sheikh Abdul Rah- 
man's visa application assured the 
CIA officer that he had checked 
the name against the so-called 
watchlist — but he had not, the 
investigation found. 

The clerk was reprimanded but 
was not disciplined further be- 
cause of his honourable employ- 
ment record, said another offi- 
cial. 

This administration official, 
who also spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said investigators 
were convinced the clerk had 
acted out of haste or carelessness 
but not with intent to deceive. 


Sheikh Abdul Rahman, 55, is 
being held at a federal prison 
hospital in Otisville, New York. 


Nights are long and fearful in Baghdad 


By Dilip Ganguly 

The Associated Press 


BAGHDAD — At bedtime' in 
Baghdad, dght-yearoldSahar no 
longer wants fairy tales. She 
clutches her most prized posses- 
sion, a watercolour paintbox, and 
awaits her grandmother, sisters 
and cousins to pray. 

Nadia, the 82-year-old grand- 
mother, sits with eight of her 
grandchildren and waits for 
dawn. The Holy Koran is on a 
raised platform, next to the bed. 

After night falls on Baghdad, 
many families huddle together in 
their most protected room and try 
to sleep, unsure if the standoff 
between Iraq and the United 
Nations will mean another air 1 
raid. 

Memories of the 43-day Gulf 
war and the unexpected June 27 
U.S. missile attack are fresh in 
the minds of Baghdad’s people. 

With the loud bang of a worn 
tire bursting in 50-degree Celsius 
(122-degree Fahrenheit) heat on 
a city street, people in Baghdad 
look at the sky for signs of an air 
raid. 

Cardboard boxes, tins, mat- 
tresses and even carpets are 
placed on bedroom doors and 
windows, in the hope they will 
offer protection from a Toma- 
hawk cruise missile. 

The United States fired 23 
Tomahawks at Iraq's intelligence 
headquarters in Baghdad in re- 
taliation for the regime's alleged 
involvement in an attempt to 
assassinate former .President 
George Bush in Kuwait in April. 

Iraq says at least eight people 
died m the air raid. 

The Iraqi people know the 
Gulf war allies could launch ' 


another missile barrage to force 
Iraq to comply with ceasefire 
resolutions requiring destruction 
of its nuclear and chemical 
weapons after the 1991 Gulf war. 

Iraq has rejected the U.N.’s 
installation of surveillance camer- 
as at two missile test sites, Yawm 
Al Azim and Al Rafah, both 
about 70 kilometres south of 
Baghdad. 

The United States fired about 
40 Tomahawk missiles at a Bagh- 
dad factory linked to Iraq's nuc- 
lear weapons programme Jan. 17 
after Iraq blocked U.N. inspec- 
tion flights. 

Iraqis have learned of the pre- 
sent standoff through Western 
radio broadcasts, because gov- 
ernment jamming of medium- 
wave frequencies has ceased 
without explanation. 

“Before I liked fairy tale stor- # 
ies at bedtime, now all of us want 
to pray and be silent." said 
Sahar. 

Sahar is the youngest of Hakki 
Ismail's 15-member family. 

“I like painting,” said Sahar, a 
third, grade student. “1 can paint 
all birds; I like painting clouds, 
the sky." Sahar was five when 
U.S. -led allied forces bombed 
Baghdad to force occupying Iraqi 
troops out of Kuwait. 

“I was very afraid then, but I 
am more afraid now, because my 
grandma tells me that the devils 
may come back." she said, 
echoing the feeling of Iraqi chil- 
dren. 

“For us it is bad. but for the 
children it is worse ” said Hakki 
Ismail, 26, who has been head of 
the family since his father died 
, two years ago. 

“I can see how much afraid my 
sisters and children are," said 


Hakki, who works as an electri- 
cian. All the male members 
of his familyjiye.in,pne roqrq and 
aH women m another during the 
night.:. : , . . . 

' Mohammad Hussein, a 45- 
year-old book store employee, 
said “We live day by day, night 
by night. We don’t know what 
will happen next day or next 
night." 

The trade sanctions imposed 
on Iraq as pan of the ceasefire 
. resolutions are hitting the coun- 
try's 18 million people hard. 

The cost of living has risen 100 
per cent since the war. and the 
embattled dinar has plunged. 
Government subsidized rations 

— mostly rice, flour sugar and tea 

— where the official rate applies, 
satisfy less than 60 per cent of the 
minimum needs of an average 
Iraqi family, and without them 
thousands would starve. 

Iraq is negotiating with the 
United Nations to arrange a one- 
time sale of oil that would enable 
Baghdad to buy food and huma- 
nitarian supplies. Despite the 
growing tensions, the meetings 
continued Monday. 

The government has doubled 
civil servants' salaries in the past 
two years, but the increase does 
not amount to much in the face of 
6,000 per cent inflation. 

“Last night I baked tomatoes, 
put on some mint leaves, and all 
of us ate that with bread," said 
Karima, 45. mother of Hakki. 

“We have lost many things." 
said grandma Nadia, who recalls 
with pride the good days before 
Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990. 

"But I am sure Allah is with 
us," she said, pointing at the 
Holy Koran, kept on an ornate 
stand. 



Some Baghdad residents baying plastic jerry cans for fuel and water 
storage as anxious Iraqis braced Monday Tor possible American air 
attacks (AFP photo) 


623541. 

AnRfican Church Td. 63UX5I. TcJ. 
628543. 

Annahi CattraBc Church Td. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Qwcfc Td. 

775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Td. 77I75I. 
Ammon International Cbarch Td. 

652526. 

Erangefteal Lutheran Church Td: 
824328. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 823824. (>54932 
C hurch of Naareoe Tcl.675601. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


Slight drop in temperatures will ukc 
place and winds will be northwesterly 
modem ic. In Aqaha. winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 


St, Mary of Nazareth Church Swdfidi, 
Tel. 81(174(1 

Assemblies of Cod Church, Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
637440. 

De la S=0e Church Td. 661757 
Temsancu Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Anmndation Td. 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley .... 


MmVMax. temp. 

20/31 

23/38 

17/35 

24/37 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Khalcd Mu'addi 74350(1 

Dr. Gbaa Abu Sheikha 752405 

Dr. SaccdTawfiq 78X285 

Dr. Walk! Al Masri 675485 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 77K336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairpujh pharmacy (>23672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

KJUD: 

Dr. FayczAlOadbi (— ) 

AI On* pharmacy ( — j 

ZARQA: 

Dr, lua Al Omari ...... 901290 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 33. Aqaba 38. Humidity readings: 
Amman 20 per cent. Aqaba 15 per 
ccm. 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 


Civil Defence Department 661111 

Gvil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 63(1341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192. 621 1 1 1.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 1(43402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 6U5800 

Price Cbmplainu 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7K7III 

Telephone Information 
(directory assistance) jj, 121 

Overseas Calls 01023(1 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661111] 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774||l 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Elea rioiy Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight I Information 08-532(10 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport UK-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre HI38I3/32 

Khaiidi Maternity. J.Amn... 6442KI/6 
Akilch Maternity. J. Ann.... 642441/2 

JahaJ Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmdsaru 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 66913! 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 6h6127/37 

Af-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

Al- Bashir. J. Ashraflch 775111/26 

Army.SMarka B9I6M/I5 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital ...... (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (OQWWShO 

IbnSina Hospital (09)9R6732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital (OTjoww 

RBlDi 

Princess Baona Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

IbnAINarecs Hospital (021247100 

AQABA: 

Pnnecss Hays Hospital (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AUA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information h supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (fW/5J2TW-J. where it 
should always he verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

Dubai. Ahu Dhabi (Rj t 

JJ” Jeddah (RJ) 

J® 1 * Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

J5S London (RJ) 

Frankfurt (RJ) 

New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

!*■*} Brussels, Paris (RJ) 

"•‘J Montreal, Toronto (RJ) 

Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

Romc(RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

v Dubai (EM) 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.S. says it regrets deaths in Somalia 

.. .. J Oui-u- caift 


WASHINGTON ( A FP) _ The United States said Monday it 
WASHINGTON (™r; N -backed U.S. attack in Somalia 
regretted the loss of life m a “We regret an v 

but said that more J“ ch n a f^^ Depaitmem 

loss of life ^H^Stlie two journalists killed 

iter U.S. Army tetopun ”"4 wdite atjwjji^ 
occupied by the warlord's supporters. tuso 

that ^T 65 * n d ^rtof ,n s^« 

EHf5u*!djW has had a *25.000 I prte ^ **•»>* 

receiving about 30 dead. “It was a prectaon-dre<^(U.b-J^A 
that occurred under the auspices of U.N. Security COona 
Resolution S37 " the State Department spokesman said. It was 
S“dte»nttau= The presureon the Aideed fectmn to stop 
interferimt with the provision of humanitarian relief aid and 

KHfcJffin authority,’’ be added. Mr. McCunr dedtoedto 
disrupting « viiisui m J. ... mvirations be suspended 


disrupting civilian auinoruy, uc 

respond to Italy’s request that military operations be suspended 
and priority given to peace talks. 


Dutchman faces drug charges In Morocco 


RABAT fR) — Moroccan police have charged a PutdimMi with 
drug trafficking after finding 4.7 *™es <rf hashish Mta-i-* 

truckload of ready-made clothing bound 

Officials said Monday the Dutch'dnver of the truck, Ferdmaal 
Nicolas Pirovano, 43, was arrested in Casablanca at the wedcemL 
The haul brought to nearly 50 tonnes the amount of hashish seizfcd 
since October when the government launcheda major dnve against 
drug trafficking to Europe. More than 160 European^ jt 
present serving jail sentences in Morocco after being convicted W 
drug offences. 


Brazil minister denies ties with PLO 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Justice Minister Maurido Correa 
Monday denied he had received financial support from reprerenta- 
tives of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) m Btafir 
when he ran for senator in 1986. According to the respected Jornal 
do Brasil newspaper, the government has a dossier alleging that 
Mr. Con-ea received 5500,000 in campaign funds at a 1986 dimurat 
which PLO representatives were present. “The minister has denied 
(the allegations). This story of receiving money from the PLO 
never happened," a ministry spokesman said. Last week Mr. 
Correa, who is in charge of the federal police, was at the centre of 
controversy after police allowed a key figure in the corruption 
scandal that toppled former President Fernando Co llor 
December to slip through their hands. Mr. Correa and the f- 
police have been embarrassed by their inability to locate — — 
Cesar Farias, the alleged mastermind behind the scheme that 
brought down Collor. According to the Jomal. do Brasil, tine 
former head of the federal police used the Dossier as blackmail 
against Mr. Correa to avoid punishment for Mr. Farias" • escape. 
The minister has denied being the target of blackmail. A 
Spokesman for Mr. Franco denied the president had received the 
dossier, but the allegations have threatened to submerge the 
government in a crisis just as police threaten to strike on July 1$. 



Rushdie calls for support for dissidents 


LONDON (AFP) — British author Salman Rushdie has urged the 
Western press to pay more attention to “progressive’’ voices in the 
Islamic World and appealed for suppor for dissident voices in 
fundamentalist regimes. The extensive reporting of “international 
Islamic terrorism, " such as the bombing of the World Trade 
Centre, compared'to the limited reporting of “domestic Iranian 
terrorism,’’ represented a “victory for fanaticism,'* he said. “If the 
worst, most reactionary, most medievalist strain in the-Musfim 
world is treated as the authentic culture, so that the mullahs get all 
the headlines, while progressive^ modernising voices are treated as 
minor, marginal. ..as small news — then the fundamentalists are 
being allowed to set the agenda," Mr. Rushdie wrote in Tuesday’s 
edition of the Guardian newspaper. “What is happening in the 
Muslim world today must be seen as a witch-hunt of exceptional 
proportions, a witch-hunt being carried out in many nations, and 
often with murderous results. “So the next time you stumble across , 
a story. ..remember that the persecution it describes is not afei 
isolated act — that it is part of a deliberate, lethal programnsM 
whose purpose is to riminalise, denigrate and even to assassins 
me Muslim World’s best, most honourable voices: Its voices of 
dissent. And remember that those dissident need your support. 
More than anything, they need your attention.” 


Egypt apologises to Zimbabweans 


(A* 7 ) — Egyptian Ambassador to Zimbabwe Ibrahi 
5 & * day a P° I °8 |Scd to Zimbabweans for insulting remarl 
m Egyptian newspapers which had sparked a war of words betwei 

t ncvwnan#*2 3 i! ntnes ‘ In .* numbcT of recent articles Egyptis 
bave reportedly referred to Zimbabweans as^bS 

U" e - not ^Pable of thinking” and whose athletes e 
an offidal protest by Zimbabwean Foreij 
Mondav thatch? S hamuyaiira ' M f- Bad ™i aid in a stated 
S rent^emf'’ ofTh 3 *?” ^ inde Pendent and did not refle 
“We i Pe°Pk and their govennnen 

are Afr?«n? n Africans," he said. “We say, and proudly,* 

° Ur POS1t, ° n 0n ^ matter is ‘bat we re^ettS th 


Kurdish rebels set terms for tourists’ re 


^ R) Kurdish separatists holding a Briton am 
£,““ US ' n ,n * ast * rn Turkey Tuesday said Turkish ft 

nSS? n ns £ the a ^ a ,n order for them to be relet 

R L 0w ^ >ttom ', 28 ’ Md Ws cousin Tania Miller, 
A week a *° and Turkish troops have 1 
searching for them. A statement, faxed to Reuters by 

TurkiTmii I ^^n t5, ? n Centr f' the separatists wantS 
while^oum^^ :o stop aena 1 and ground operations m the 

,nten,anonal “s-***™ ««»«* 
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,ia Maj ali briefs Cabinet on 
talks with Ross, PLO 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
'Minister Abdul Salam AI Majaii 
- ^Tuesday briefed the Council of 
, Ministers on the outcome of talks 
held with the U.S. Mideast peace 
’ . coordinator Dennis Ross Monday 
id efforts to give momentum to 
e peace process. 

Dr. Majaii also briefed the 
• ^Cabinet on the outcome of 
ils reo * ..Iprdanian-Patestinian Higher 
I ^Committee meeting, which was 
ty "held in Amman Monday, and 

‘id. ^ ’ 

io„.S 


■iso 
I 
% 
id 


Ml 


to . 

ef aid ^ ; ■ jn these negotiations. 

^Scjjivu • . Dr. Majaii outlined the work of 
, ihe Jordanian-Palestinian joint 
•.committee and .its initial plans as 
‘well as the formation of the six 
subcommittees to discuss various 
-aspects of Jordanian-Palestinian 
'coordination. 

Upon recommendations from 
_ Minister of Finance Sami Gam- 
jno, the Council of Ministers de- 
coded to extend for one more 
. .-month the deadline given to re- 
from Kuwait to present 
at| s to - -documents proving ownership of 
■' 1 .ibeir vehicles which entered Jor- 
*.dan by September 1992. 

The Cabinet approved a for- 
mer government decision taken 
in February 1992 imposing a two 
per cent extra charge on all vehi- 
cles whose owners have failed to 
.dear by the end of September 
■:i992. . 

[r. In this connection, the Cabinet 
-•said that the concerned author- 


.. expressed bis “complete satisfac- 
tion” over the agreement reached 
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Dr. Abdol Salam AI Majaii 

ities would not allow cars of the 
1992 model to be cleared. 

The Cabinet decided to allow 
returnees who had brought their 
vehicles into the free zones to be 
cleared through the centra) Am- 
man customs office. This office 
can make arrangements for own- 
ers of vehicles to pay their dues 
by instalments. 

Also discussed at Tuesday’s 
regular Cabinet meeting were a 
number of precautionary mea- 
sures taken in Iordan to provide 
protection to livestock wealth. 

The council decided to dele- 
gate Minister of Youth Abdullah 
Oweidat to represent Jordan at 
the opening of the pan-Arab 
Youth Festival due to open in 
Beirut on August 10, 1993. 


i ^Vocational training essential 


Jdi* 
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Si* i to ease j oblessness — Fariz 

' ’AMMAN (Petra) — The govem- 
*** ‘““.ent is giving increasing atten- 
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; -lion to raising the efficiency and 

• 'skill of the country’s workforce in 
-ft bid to ease Jordan's unemploy - 

; ■TOcnt problem. Minister of Plan- 
■ ding Ziyad Fariz said Tuesday. 

“The local labour market is. 
; -increasingly seeking skilled work- 

- 'ers in a country whose industry is 

growing, with more opportunities 
; for young Jordanians to find 
; jobs.” said the minister at the 

- opening of a workshop on voca- 

• -tional and technical training in 
1 ‘.Jordan. 

- , • Today's industry deputised on 
1 ; -modem technology and the use of 
! '.computers, something which 
t rjnust motivate local industries to 
- . modernise all the time and cm* 

i ..ploy highly skilled people, said . 
; *.the minister. . i ' 

; . Dr. Fariz, who deputised arthe 

• . meeting for his Royal Highness 
: • Crown Prince Hassan, the Re- 
; - gent, expressed appreciation for 

• . the Vocational Training Corpora- 
! ; tion’s efforts ro provide training 

-/or young Jordanians. 
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• head of the National Centre for 
Educational Research and De- 


velopment Victor Billeh, who 
said that the meeting was “one 
more link in a long chain of 
seminars and workshops called 
for by Prince Hassan to discuss 
problems facing education and 
vocational training sectors in Jor- 
dan.” 

The aim of the meeting is to 
help decision-makers make better 
planning for the development of 
human resources, taking into 
consideration the various de- 
velopments in industry, said Dr. 
Billeh. 

But, Dr. Billeh said the train- 
ing of men and women faces a 
number of difficulties, among 
which the unwillingness of stu- 
dents to take up vocational train-, 
ingand the lack of a national data 
-base-that can provide information* 
about the real needs of the labour 
market. 

The workshop, organised in 
cooperation with the Ministry of 
Education, the Minister of High- 
er Education and the Vocational 
Training Corporation, is attended 
by 50 educationists and specialists 
in vocational training. They will 
be reviewing a number of work- 
ing papers related to vocational 
training and solving its different 
problems. 
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; Regent visits families of victims of accident in Yemen 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent, Tuesday visited AI Sharaa family in ‘Eera, AI 
■ Muhareb family in Jandaweel, AI Fayez family in Umm AI Amad 
‘ 1 and AJ Majaii family in Karak to condole them oyer the death of 
- members of their families in last Friday’s bus accident in Yemen 
' and to convey to them the condolences of His Majesty King 
“ Hussein. Prince Hassan also visited those who were injured in the 
■'accident and conveyed to them King Hussein's wishes of speedy 
• i recovery. Nine Jordanians were killed, including a senior diplo- 
mat, and another nine were injured in the bus crash between 
- ^Sanaa and Hejjah in Yemen. 

Mayo Clinic team meets U.J. president 

AMMAN (Petra) — A medical team from the Mayo Clinic. 
Minessota, Tuesday visited the University of Jordan (UJ) and met 

■ with its President Fawzi Gharaibeh. Dr. Gharaibeh briefed the 
' delegation, which is led by Dr. L. W. Smith, on the establishment 

■ and development of the university, in addition to its educational 

■ philosophy and programmes. The delegation commended the 
' advanced educational level at the university’s Faculty of Medicine 

after being briefed by its Dean Alaa Touqan on its educational 
programmes and curricula. Dr. Touqan voiced hope that the 
delegation’s visit would be at good chance to start exchanging 
expertise and experiments in academic and scientific fields 
between the Faculty of Medicine and the Mayo Clinic. 

Oweidat opens Houran Festival 

-■ RAMTHA (Petra) — Deputising for Prime Minister Abdul 
" Salam AI Majaii, Youth Minister Abdullah Oweidat Monday 
inaugurated at AI Hassan Industrial Estate's theatre near Ramtha 
the Houran Plains Festival for Culture and Folklore which is 
organised by AI Ramtha Cultural Forum. The festival included 
, flokloric shows, dances and songs performed by troupes repre- 
r seating Yarmouk University, the city of Ramtha and the Syrian 
P, dty of Der’a. 


Human rights group urges Kuwait to revoke 
death sentences, questions fairness of trials 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Arab Organisa- 
tion for Human Rights (AOHR) 
Tuesday called on Kuwait to re- 
voke death sentences passed on 
Jordanians and Palestinians con- 
‘victed of collaborating with Iraq, 
and to permit family members to 
visit detainees in the emirate. 

The organisation said none of 
the trials held by the militaty 
court or the state security court in 
Kuwait after its liberation from a 
seven-month Iraqi occupation in 
February 1991 was fair since the 
defendants were denied their 
basic rights. 

The group also demanded that 
Kuwait pay compensation and 
severance pay to the families of 
those detained/convicted in the 
emirate since their families had 
left without being able to collect 
anything. 

The call, issued at a press 
conference held by Asma Khad- 
er. a prominent lawyer and senior 
official of the Jordan Chapter of 
the Cairo-based AOHR, was the 
latest appeal made to Kuwait 
amid signs that the emirate in- 
tended to carry out death sent- 
ences handed clown in June to 10 
Jordanians of Palestinian origin. 

“Defendants were not granted 
their right to a fair trial and their 
so-called confessions heard in the 
state security court were ex- 
tracted under torture,” Ms. 
Khader claimed during the press 
conference, which was attended 
by family members of several 
Jordanians on death row in 


Kuwait. 

"What does collaboration 
mean?” she asked. “Can talking 
to an Iraqi during the occupation 
be called collaboration?” 

The AOHR's call on Kuwait 
had “no political shade.” said 
Ms. Khader. “Our stand is based 
on our quest to ensure (that) 
human rights are respected and 
everyone, regardless of origin or 
nationality, is granted his or her 
right to a fair trial and proper 
legal counsel.” 

In addition to not allowing 
legal access to the detainees and 
interrogation under torture, the 
court did not take into considera- 
tion “the mitigating circumst- 
ances of die defendants” accused 
of collaborating with Iraq, she 
said. 

“They did not have a choice 
but to obey the Iraqi army during 
the occupation. If they had not, 
then their lives were in danger,” 
Ms. Khader said. 

"They were not Kuwaiti 
citizens and therefore not bound 
by the code of conduct and resist- 
ance to occupation that Kuwait 
could expect from Kuwaitis,” she 
pointed out. 

Immediately after the libera- 
tion of the emirate by an 
American-led military coalition 
in February 1991, vengeful 
Kuwaitis went on a rampage 
against non-Kuwaitis who re- 
mained in the country during the 
Iraqi occupation. 

Hundreds were killed and 
many others detained and tor- 
tured by the Kuwaitis who ac- 
cused them of collaborating with 


the Iraqis. Particularly targetted 
were Jordanians and Palestinians 
because of what the Kuwaitis saw 
as their support for Iraq. 

Many were put on trial at a 
martial law court in the first few 
months after liberation. Twenty- 
nine Jordanians and Palestinians 
as well as Iraqis were sentenced 
to death in June 1991, but the 
ruling Kuwaiti family, coming 
under intense international press- 
ure, commuted the sentences to 
life-terms. 

Another 10 Jordanians, ac- 
cused of belonging to the 
'Baghdad-based Arab Liberation 
Front (ALF1, were sentenced to 
death on June 12, 1993. 

Hie execution in May of an* 
Iraqi convicted of killing a 
Kuwaiti border guard during a 
smuggling attempt and subse- 
quent comments by senior 
Kuwaiti officials have raised con- 
cern that tbe emirate's authorities 
intended to carry out the death- 
sentences on the 10. 

“We call upon tbe Kuwaiti 
parliament, particularly its hu- 
man rights committee, to uphold 
the inviolability of human rights 
and revoke all death sentences 
and order new trial for all those 
accused of collaborating with 
Iraq,” Ms. Khader said. 

“We also urge Kuwait to per- 
mit the families of the detained 
and convicted to visit the emirate 
and see their loved ones,” she 
said. 

As Ms. Khader spoke, several 
of the black-clad wives and 
mothers of those detained in 
Kuwait sitting around the table 


hugged their children and wiped 
their tears away. 

Most of them said they were 
born in Kuwait and lived there 
for decades until the Gulf crisis 
and the subsequent witchhunt 
that the Kuwaitis mounted 
against nationals of countries 
which they saw as having sup- 
ported Iraq. 

The backgrounds of those lan- 
guishing in Kuwaiti prisons 
varied; some of them worked in 
the private sector, some were 
teachers and others were journal- 
ists. At least one of them was a 
student who happened to be visit- 
ing Kuwait when the Iraqis in- 
vaded. 

In ail cases, the families came 
home with virtually nothing to 
show for tbe years of toil in 
Kuwait. 

“None of them got any com- 
pensation or severance pay from 
the employers despite decades of 
service” said Ms. Khader. “With 
the head of the family and the 
actual employee in prison, there 
was very little anyone could do to 
help them. 

“It is the duty of the Kuwaiti 
government to ensure that the 
families get their rights,” she 
said. 

Maha, wife of Imadeddin 
Mohammad Nimer, who is under 
death sentence, said the family, 
which lived in Kuwait for de- 
cades, left the emirate in October 
1991 without Mr. Nimer, who 
was detained five months earlier 
and sentence to death in June. 

She said the family had no 


information on the whereabouts 
of Mr. Nimer for three months 
after his arrest. “Eventually we 
located him when he was admit- 
ted to hospital suffering from the 
effects of severe torture,” Maha 
recalled. 

“He was returned to prison a 
few days later, and it was almost 
impossible to visit him in jail,” 
she said. During one of the few 
visits she managed to arrange, 
Mr. Nimer advised her to “leave 
Kuwait immediately with the 
family since it was possible that 
we would also face his fate.” said 
Maha, mother of two. 

Ail others said they have had 
similar experiences. 

Haya, wife of Akram Damiri, 
an engineer who turned to selling 
vegetables to make a living after 
the Iraqi invasion, said she 
wanted to stay by her husband’s 
ride regardless of whatever hap- 
pened. 

“But he himself advised me 
against it,” said Haya. (And) "I 
had no choice since all of us were 
travelling on a single passport and 
I bad to come to Amman along 
with my children.” 

Haya, who was bom in Kuwait 
and served as a teacher, said her 
school refused to pay her any 
compensation. 

Amina Hassan, mother of 19- 
year-old lyad. said her son was a 
student in Kuwait and had no 
political affiliation. “He was not 
even 17 when he was arrested,” 
she said. “How can anyone ac- 
cuse him of collaborating with the 
Iraqis?" 


Hussein Helou and his cousin 
Muayyed Helou, both 22 now, 
belonged to a family which lived 
in Kuwait since 1960, and knew 
no other country than the emi- 
rate. 

“It is senseless to accuse them 
of any crime,” said Hussein's 
father Rashid, who worked for 
the. Kuwaiti Ministry of Finance. 

Ms. Khader said the cases of 
several teenagers tried as col- 
laborators in Kuwait were 
“another gross violation of the 
international norms and practices 
while trying minors.” 

“They were not treated as 
minors although they were below 
18 when they were arrested,” she 
said. 

Also attending Tuesday's press 
conference was Nida. wife of 
Abdul Rahman Husseini, who 
worked for the Kuwaiti newspap- 
er A) Rai’ AI Aam until the Iraq: 
invasion and “was forced” to 
serve with the Iraqi paper AI 
Nida during the occupation. 

Mr. Husseini, 40. is among the 
29 whose death sentences were 
commuted in 1991. 

“My husband was tortured and 
severely beaten even after the 
court sentenced him to death in 
June 1991,” claimed Mis. Hus- 
seini, citing an example what she 
called the vengeful mood of the 
Kuwaitis in foe post-liberation 
period. 

Ms. Khader summed-up: “Un- 
less we apply pressure and keep 
up our campaign, there is little 
foe Kuwait would do on its own 
to ensure justice is done.” 


Amman mayor resigns 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Coun- 
cil of Ministers Tuesday 
announced its acceptance of 
the resignation of Mr. Moham- 
mad AI Bashir, mayor of the 
Greater Amman Municipality. 

Informed sources told the 
Jordan Times that Mr. Bashir 
has resigned in order to run for 
the Parliament in the coming 
elections. 

The Council of Ministers 
also announced its acceptance 
of tbe resignation of Adnan 
Abdul Halim Abbas, who had 
.; served as. Ministry . of. Health 
secretary general. — 

Informed sources told the 
Jordan Times that Dr. Abbas, 
who had been seconded from 
the University of Jordan to 
work for foe ministry, is going 
back to teaching at foe uni- 



Mottammad AI Bashir 

versity. 

The sources said that no new 
appointments were made to fill 
foe vacant posts of Mayor of 
Amman or the Health Ministry 
secretary general. 


Poultry shops allowed to 
reopen on condition they 
follow regulations 


By Elia Nasrallah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government has 
derided to allovf owners of 50 
poultry shops in Zarqa, Ruseifa 
and foe outskirts of Amman to 
reopen after being ordered dosed 
in the past week on condition that 
they abide by the public safety 
and health regulations, according 
to a decision taken Tuesday. 

The decision was taken at a 
meeting held at the Interior 
Ministry by ministers of municip- 
al and rural affairs and the en- 
vironment, health, interior and 
agriculture in addition to Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
Director Abdul Rabman AI 
Udwan and Amman Governor 
lssa Omari. 

Health Minister Abdul Rahim 
Malhas told the Jordan limes 
that a committee representing the 
poultry shop owners attended foe 
meeting ana was told that poultry 
shop owners could settle their 
problem with the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment. 

The group presented its case to 
the meeting explaining foe diffi- 
cult circumstances they were fac- 
ing. according to tbe Jordan 
News Agency. Petra. 

According to Dr. Malhas, the 
concerned authorities ordered 
foe 50 shops to dose down Satur- 
day because they were lacking 
proper health conditions and also 


because they had had no licences 
from their municipalities to run 
their business. 

When the 50 shops were 
dosed, it was announced that 
their owners had violated safety 
and health regulations. 

“The owners used to slaughter 
and sell the poultry at the shops, 
causing pollution and posing dan- 
ger to public health,” said Dr. 
Malhas. 

However, he added, foe gov- 
ernment is now examining foe 
prospect of allowing the opening 
of more slaughterhouses in the 
country to cope with the number 
of birds being produced. 

Tbe present facilities can 
slaughter one million birds 
annually, but foe present average 
production now stands at seven 
million birds. Dr. Malhas said. 


Newly 
discovered 
Roman site 
hard to 
restore 

By Maha Addasi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A Roman 
archaeological site dating back to 
the first century AD which was 
recently discovered near foe Cen- 
tral Bank in downtown Ampian 
can only be partially uncovered 
and salvaged; because large parts 
at it are buried under modem 
buildings, officials say. 

Director General of foe De- 
partment of Antiquities Safwan 
Tell said it was impossible to 
salvage the whole site, which 
once contained long collonaded 
pathways. 

“Billions of dollars worth of 
buildings cover the finding, so I 
derided to shift what remains of 
these pavements and stones to 
the Al Qalaa (citadel) museum, 
in order to have a presentation of 
this once 15 metre wide pave- 
ment," Dr. Tell said. 

Another collonaded pathway 
somewhat perpendicular to foe 
newly found one lies buried 
under the asphalt road leading to 
Raghdan bridge, be said. 

Like most archaeological find- 
ings, this one was found by 
coincidence by construction 
workers building in the area. 
"Most of the pavement remains 
underground, but like Jerash. 
which has an audium, an 
amphitheatre, a temple and a 
forum along with walls, gates, the 
collonaded pavement comprising 
the new site completes the ’set’ 
for foe Amman finding,” Dr. Tell 
said. 

He said, funds for the restora- 
tion project will be provided by 
tbe Department of Antiquities 
and a grant from foe German 
government. 


% WHAT’S 
; GOING 
ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

^ Paintings by Salem Al Dab- 
h agh j Himat Ali and Karim 
-* Ra«an at the Abdul Hameed 
r Shoman Foundation Gallery 
(10 a.m.-6 p.m.) 

i Art exhibition by 26 Jorda- 
■* ni»n artists at Esbbedia Art 
■' Gallery, 6th Circle, Antra 
%! Shopping Centre. 

# Exhibition of art works by 
Zuheira Zaqtan at' Baladna 
Art Gallery. 



KLM, Royal Dutch Airlines, held a reception for the travel 
industry to celebrate the reintroduction of KLM’s own operation 
to Amman on July 7, 1993 at the Regency Palace Hotel. 


An invitation to 


Earn Your American 
University Degree 
At A College in London 


. CoBegaAdmfaskxia Of8c^ 7 .r<;^ 

. i7^taat 18/)6; 

" ' Hates Jordan > V ’ 

Please Join us for indMcfeiat cSscusstans* ;; 
. -TntB ryfa u rs arid avtcfeo presenfegqrv 


Study Business Administration, Commercial Art Fashion 
Design and Marketing, Interior Design and Video Production 

A large number of Jordanian students are currently 
studying at The American College in London. An international 
education could prepare you for your career, too. 

Our university puts emphasis on an education for your 
career with specialized courses, contacts with top professionals, 
famous guest lecturers, and exposure to real work) situations 
through our internship program. 

U.S. accredited and degree granting ^university-level 
bachelor's and associate degrees). Housing and job placement 
san/ices available. Study abroad opportunities to our sisler 
campuses in Atlanta and Los Angeles. 

English as a Second Language program (ESL] available. 
For furlher information or a prospectus, contact: 

FI The American College in London 

1 1 0 Mary lebone High Street London W1 M 3DB 

CS Phone: (071) 466-1772 • FAX: (071) 935-8144 

Terms begin August 3. October 4. January 6 



Their Royal Highnesses Prince Abdullah Ben 
Al Hussein and Princess Rania Monday open 


tbe 13th Arab Children’s Congress (Petra 
photo) 


Arab children visit historical sites 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Arab Chil- 
dren participating in foe 13th 
Arab Children’s Congress Tues- 
day visited the Martyrs Monu- 
ment built in memory of Jorda- 
nian soldiers who fell martyr in 
foe Karameh Battle with Israeli 
forces. The Arab children were 
briefed on that battle in which 
heavy losses were inflicted on 
invading Israeli forces in that 
area of the Jordan Valley. 

The children also visited the 
Dead Sea in addition to graves of 
prominent Islamic leaders. They 


called at Rabadh Castle in Ajloun 
and at the Al Hussein Youth 
Camp, where young Jordanians 
undertake recreational and sports 
activities. 

The Arab children will visit 
Yarmouk University Wednesday 
and look into tbe achievements of 
that educational institution. They 
will also visit the university’s 
museums of anthropology, 
archaeology and natural history. 

The visiting Arab children will 
also attend foe inauguration and 


some of the activities of foe 
Jerash Festival of Culture and 
Arts due to open Wednesday. 

The congress, organised by 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
(NHF), in cooperation with 12 
national organisations, was 
opened Monday by Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Abdullah Ben 
AJ Hussein and Princess Rania. 

Fifty children from 10 Arab 
countries are taking part in tbe 
congress, held under the slogan, 
“Our History and Future." 




ARAB BANK 

Announces the launching of banking 
services at the new location of 

Mecca Street Office 


Arab Bank 
Mecca Street Office 
Opposite Jaber Commercial Complex 
P.O.Box 141108 
Tel 816524 
Fax 825691 


ARAB BANK 

GENERAL MANAGEMENT 
SHMEISANI - AMMAN 

P O.BOX 950544-5, TELEPHONE : 660115 , 660131 
TELEX : 23091 ARABNK JO , FAX : 606793 
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Vision not beyond realisation 


THERE IS no need nor sense in a conflict 
between Islam and the West. Not even if 
historically one existed. Fortunately more and 
more thinkers and politicians in both the 
Muslim World and the West believe so. Many 
Muslim thinkers, some assembled in Amman 
today, advocate fusion between the two civi- 
lisations instead of the tension that currently 
prevails. For this to happen, His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan advised 
yesterday, both should recognise the unique- 
ness of the other. Both should aveept the 
other. Neither should the Islamic civilisation 
replace or triumph over the Western civilisa- 
tion nor the other way around. Muslims and 
Westerners should accept that the other is not 
only different bnt that, essentially, all human 
beings are equal and have equal, legitimate 
needs. 

Thinkers on both sides of the divide who see 
the ingredients of large-scale confrontation 
between the two brewing should spare no 
effort aimed at defusing the conflict. Whether 
in Palestine, Bosnia or the North-Sonth di- 
vide, grievances must be addressed and peace- | 
fill means for resolving them found. The 
forces of radicalism and fanaticism are grow- 
ing by the day propelled by ipjiistice, poverty, 
terror and prejudice. The days of the crusad- 
ers, and martyrs should not be allowed to 
return. The West, the all so-powerfiil and 
so-advanced, has all the means to address the 
injustice felt by Muslims in Palestine, Bosnia 
and elsewhere in the M uslim World. It has the 
resources, the political and military power, 
the ideas and ideals and the technology to 
make the world a better place for everybody 
to live in. The Muslims have the zeal for a 
fresh awakening that would once more ensure 
them a place among the nations. The intellec- 
tual wealth of both civilisations and their fast 
human, scientific and material resources 
should, when a fusion takes place, clear the 
road for a better world for all human beings, 
free of war and misery, of poverty and 
ignorance, of intolerance and bigotry. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE CURRENT tour of the Middle East by peace coordinator 
Dennis Ross could result in the resumption of the Arab- Israeli 
negotiations, but it is important for the Arabs to demand that 
such resumption mean no acceptance of continued talks that aim 
at nothing, said Al Ra’i Arabic daily. Holding talks for the sake of 
talks and negotiations without achieving progress towards a 
settlement can be dangerous because it fosters despair and 
resentment, said the paper. The Arab masses, who feel they are 
defeated and in disarray,- are bound to face and show more 
despair over the lack of progress, especially as Israel continues to 
defy U.N. resolutions at a time when the world community is 
doing nothing to stem its aggression and end its occupation of 


Arab Land, warned the paper. If unjust peace is imposed on the 
Arabs, through the U-S. -Israeli alliance and through pressure and 


coercion, hostilities are bound to Rare up at any moment in the 
future, continued the paper. It cited His Majesty King Hussein's 
repeated words that the Arabs seek peace that can be accepted by 
the future generations a? a dear and loud warning to the two sides 
net to reach an unjust p^..ce which can only breed hatred and 
foment hostilities. The paper said that so far the America'ns and 
the Israelis are seeking some kind of peaceful formula to be 
imposed on the Arabs without achieving a durable settlement to 
the Arab- Israeli conflict. It said that the future generations are 
bound to rise above the present divisions now plaguing their Arab 
Nation and could muster sufficient might to regain lost territory 
and usurped rights. 


A COLUMNIST in Al Ra’i daily Tuesday backed the idea of 
assigning seats for women in the coming TParliarnent-and attacked 
those exposing the idea. Fahd A! Fanek said that there should be 
a quota for women, that this is just and fair and an embodiment of 
equality in the atmosphere of democracy. Those opposing the 
idea, sa.-J the writer, claim that a quota for women in Parliament 
would constitute a violation of the Jordanian Constitution, but 
this document has dearly stated that there should be no 
discrimin : on between men and women. It is incumbent on the 
gevemmt . to intervene on behalf of the weak and humble and 
serve jus ce to all parties, he demanded. The Jordanian 
Owstituti- r . continued the writer, had earlier created a quota for 
the Christi s and the Circassians because they are a minority and 
in order to -- >sure for them the minimum level of representation. 
This formu has been accepted by the public for decades, added 
tiv? writer. said that women could at first be given a quota of 
five or 10 st.. but women could win more votes, depending on 
lh* strength ni their political activities, suggested the writer. He 
s: : *.« that b; ntroducing the quota system for women, the 
i, v: !j.„vnt * j.- be contriuuting to the establishment of justice 

in various sectors of society. 


Economic Forum 


By Dr- Abdalla Malki 


Excess liquidity could generate 
investment, capital formation 


Peace is not real if it is not 
based on justice and right 

ing this offensive o 
By Rev. Ibrahim Ayad troying, rendering 


I really never understood the wisdom behind whatever measures 
taken to affect directly the level of activity in Amman Financial 
Market (AFM), whether these measmes tried to boost prices or 
suppress them- Our stock exchange is a free market where supply 
and demand forces interplay and determine, in the process, the 
points of equilibrium which represent fair prices. Certainly, it is 
the duty of the authorities to eliminate any monopolistic 
conditions or foul play, which impede the free and fair interaction 
among market forces. But it is not within the domain of a prudent 
economic policy of an economy based on free markets to go as far 
as trying to prop up demand or supply in a direct way, such as - 
asking this or chat body to buy or sell shares or to build certain 
equity portfolios. 

Practioners and students of economics, alike, know very wpll 
that stock prices reflects the level of economic activity. Now any 
shift in the sentiments of dealers and thereby any consequential 
gyrations in stock prices are a function of the policy measures 
taken in the financial, monetary and commercial fields. The 
sound means to affect the overall level of stock prices is therefore 
to take the right policy measures. 

If the prices of shares" and equities go wild, it may be necessary 
to reivew and adjust ongoing policies. But if these policies are 
found to be sound, then the movements of stock prices, iu any 
directions, should not stir the worries of the managers of the 
national economy. These movements should be left to work 
themselves out. Otherwise, these managers will be hostages to 
temperamental markets. But it will certainly be their duty to warn 
dealers, especially real investors, against buying shares in the 
turbulent periods. The official advice to dealers in this case is both 
warranted and valuable and is likely to be heeded by them. 


It is well-known that Amman Financial Market (AMF) is 
particularly shallow and is therefore easily moved by develop- 
ments and rumours, but particularly by expectations. Contrary to 
mature or deep markets,* it is very hardly affected by, for 
example, interest rates (on deposits or bonds). Thus what follows 
is that any price movements triggered by these . deve[oments. 
rumours or expectations are not translated into endurable trends 
that enable savers and real investors to map out financial plans. 
Under the circumstances, no economic policy can catch up with 
the mood of AFM beyond the adoption of ad hoc measures and 
decisions. 

In the present stage, it is our contention that AFM is enjoying, 
or suffering from, excess liquidity in the economy. Around JD 400 
million of this liquidity are chasing few investment opportunities. 
Occasionally, part of this liquidity pours into AFM and forces 
prices up. During the last 18 months, a certain part of the excess 
liquidity was engaged jn the property market. Now that slowdown 
has crept into that market, more liquidity is changing course into 
AFM and is exercising upward pressure there. If the slowdown in 
property market changes into recession, as we suspect, such 
pressure is bound to be renewed every now and then. My 
impression is that share prices during the next twelve months will 
fluctuate, up and down, but will stay in the upper brackets. 

Excess liquidity travels through the economy and, short of 
capital flight, can be drained only through economic investments 
which entail fresh capital formation. Credit ceilings observed • 
under the economic adjustment programme have not helped in 
ameliorating the excess liquidity "problem", so to speak. The 
turbulence in AFM will most probably continue during the next 
twelve months. 


The writer is president of the 
Palestine Committee for NGVS- 
ffe delivered the following 
speedi at the tenth United Na- 
tions North American NGO sym- 
posium on the question of Pales- 
tine held at the United Nations 
Headquarters in New York be- 
tween June 30 - July 1993. 


After the end of the cold war as a 
consequence of the collapse of 
the Soviet Union and the Com- 
munist regimes in the 
European countries and in otner 
parts of the globe, brought about 
by different factors and motives, 
the authors of these changes have 

been tryihg to establi sh a new 
world order under the pretense of 
bringing peace, ^ 

stability to humanity. What m 
fact this new order brought with it 
were more troubles, more wars, 
more deaths and more chaos. 

The events occurring now in 
Africa, in Latin America, in Bos- 
nia, in the countries of the pre- 


ing this offensive of killing, des- . 
trying, rendering life imposa- ^ 

ble cutting all means of survival, f ‘ ■ 
especially in the Gaza Strip, kill-. ■' . > 
ing without provocation or justi- -.A; 
fication. - ir- 

itis the case of Samira, o years 
old, from the camp of Rafah, who ‘ r ‘ 
went to bay bread for her hnngngfU _ 
brothers and was shot dead by an v. 
Israeli soldier. No voice was : 

raised against this disgusting : 

crime. Chit of 100 Palestinian ! A- 

children killed in one month, 35 ’« ; .V 
were under the age of 12. 

Recently, Christians and Mus- ■.'A 
iims were told they must have a. 
Zionist permit to pray in the Holy /. 
Sepulchre and in Al Aksa Mas- 
que. Thus the holy places are at . “ A 
Israel’s mercy. The. Israeli au- 
tborities partitioned the occupied 
territories in different zones in : ~ 

order to avoid Jerusalem, tye 
heart of the area; if you have to A~- ■f' 
go from Bethlehem to Raraallah, “ 
within a 20-minutes distance, yon 
have to spend more than two ' 
hours going through Jericho and . 
Taybeh — it S’ evident that thjs.S 
prejudices the final solution to * I-;: 


vious Soviet Union and especially {j^ palestinian-Israeli problem*, 
in Palestine are a dear indication 7 ^ Security Coundl order© 
of the failure of this new world unanimously the return of the 41 


. ■' / WITH . 

rj-yfL’V ljlPsl IN WnIOUR-MMCHINu 


AND X/"- 
PR.X3RAMMED TI1 

ADJUSTABLE 0JIP- 1 K« 
ANCE ERROR. A M 
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EVIL. 


NO MATTER 
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order as the superpowers mean- 
ing to solve the international 
problems are approaching them 
for egoistic and interested 
reasons and not on a solid basis 
built on justice and right, and 
according to the established inter- 
national law and legal principles 
recognised by human dvilised 
sotiety. They pretend to defend 
human rights while in fact they 
crush in many countries these 
rights. Here applies the famous 
dictum of Madame De Stael. one 
of the French Revolution leaders, 
against who her comrades in the 
revolution conspired, accusing 
her of treason and condemning 
her to be decapitated by guillo- 
tine who, on her way to the 
execution place, passing in front 
of the Liberty statue, shouted: 


The Security Coundl ordered 
unanimously the return of the 415 
Palestinians deported by Israel 
eight months ago; but Israel is 
adamant in its refusal to abide fly - 
this dedsion and the United. 
States not only did nothing to 
compel Israel to abide by the 
United Nations resolution, it en- 
couraged Israel to find means to 
escape the implementation of the 
resolution. 


The negotiations, which have 
been going on for nearly tWo 
years, produced no tangible re- 
sult owing to the fact that the 
United States is acting ntit as ah. 


urn tea ataies is ocuiig uui as an, 
impartial mediator but as a 
partner of Israelis. ’ . 

Therefore, dear brothers arid . 
sisters of the non-governmental 
organisation, you have an histor- 
ical and active role to accomplish. - • , 


Oh liberty, ob liberty, how . You are and you should be tire 
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many crimes are committed in 
your name?” 

Now, in the name of the so- 
called new world order, crimes 
are perpetrated in different parts 
of tiie world under the pretext of 
defending human rights. This is 
done in a selective way; at times, 
we witness immediate and ex- 
tremely harsh military interven- 
tion, at others, similar, crimes 
committed against an innocent 
' population, ■ in flagrant violation 
of the Homan Rights Charter and 
all the international roles and 


conscience of your states and 
peoples, to induce the roles in the 
right path of justice, to promote 
awareness in our people's just 
cause and to mobilise internation- 
al public opinion for the -protec- 
tion of the Palestinians who are 
suffering the calvary of occupa- 
tion. The aim of the Zionists is 
to compel them to surrender and 
accept slavery or to leave. 

Notwithstanding the fact that 
tiie balance of forces is not on oUr 
rifle, I want to assure you that our 
Palestinian people, in their 


conventions, are condoned by the . national dignity and pride, will - 





United Nations under instruc- 
tions from the United States, the 
absolute master of this institu- 
tion, as in the case of the Palesti- 
nian population in the occupied 
territories, who are massacred 
with the blessing of the United 
States and the cowardly silence of 
other states. Even the churches 
are keeping silent, as well as 
human rights organisations which 
rarely issue timid declarations 
trying to stop this systematic 
genocide; but Israel is intensify- 


not accept slavery and humiliar 
tion. will not despair, will not 
surrender and will continue strag- 
gling for their freedom and inde- 
pendence. And I want our 
cousins to understand that 
occupation, violence and oppres- 
sion are not the way to real peacs- 
and stability because a pead? 
imposed is not real and lasting if 
it is not based on justice' and 
right. Violence breeds violence 
and the vicious circle can endure 
for many decades. 


‘We call for the resumption of all serious and meaningful dialogue 
that seeks to preserve the rights of men everywhere’ 


Crown Prince: Islamic thought is duty-bound 
to guarantee the prosperity of future generations 


Following is His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan's address 
yesterday to the ninth genera/ conference of the Royal Academy 
for Islamic Civilisation Research (Al Al Bait Foundation) 


Praise be to Allah, Lord of the 
universe, and may His Messing 
and peace be upon oor- lord 
Mohammad, the seal of aB the 
Prophets and Messengers, and his 
venerable and blessed kindred. 


this meeting, and some of oar 
peerless scholars, members of our 
academy, have presented learned 
studies and dissertations on this 


Members of the Academy, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 


I would like to extend to you my 
wannest greetings and a cordial 
welcome from the Royal 
Academy for Islamic Civilisation 
Research (Al Al Bait Founda- 
tion) to this diverse gathering of 
Muslim scholars from all over the 

world. 

We have always valued plural- 
ism in personal values and judg- 
ments, as we have in political, 
scientific, and sectarian attitudes. 
Indeed, we have always believed 
that pluralism provides a plat- 
form for the diversity that alone 
can develop and enrich human 
life; and an element of natural 
freedom which allows Muslims to 
work together, understanding the 
true substance of our religion and 
the interests of our Umma. Plur- 
ality becomes a medium for affin- 
ity, cohesion, and progress when 
guided by reason, implemented 
through dialogue, and promoted 
to seek the truth. Conversely, 
plurality can become a channel 
for discord, mutual hatred, and 
estrangement when driven by 
ignorance and fanaticism, and 
directed towards achieving nar- 
row advantages and ambitions of 
a particular people or groups. 


ft is for this reason that our 
efforts towards Islamic harmony 
are not limited only to Islamic 
leaders and heads of states, but 
extend also to Muslim scholars of 
various schools of thought and 
juristic creeds. Although they 
represent this diversity, these 
scholars nevertheless share a 
baric common ground. The suc- 
cessive meetings which we have 
held for scholars and jurists of the 
Islamic Umma were organised 1 . 
along this principle. Through 
such meetings, bridges of trust 
were established, an atmosphere 

of understanding prevailed, and 
deference to the views of other 
creeds was maintained. We fo- 
cused on the issues relating to 
cooperation, Islamic integration, 
and the meeting of contemporary 
challenges faced by the Umma. 
This took place within a 
framework laying particular 
emphasis on common grounds 
among creeds, with a view to 
promoting concord among all 
Muslims, thus enabling our jur- 
ists, scholars, and thinkers to 
fulfil! their task of bringing the 
Umma closer together and uni- 
fying its ranks. 

We must not limit our delibera- 
tions and research to Muslims 
and their situation alone, howev- 
er important that might be, if our 
contribution is to be successful at 
the international level. Wc need 
to highlight the attitudes of Islam 
to humanity as a whole, and to 
the future of civilisation. This is 
the issue that will occupy you in 


We have frequently discussed 
our venerable Islamic Shari'a 
(law) calling it “tolerant". While 
I would maintain that it is indeed 
$ 0 , we have to pause to consider 
its import Islamic tolerance man- 
ifests itself within the internation- 
al perspective of Islam. This is the 
perspective that encompasses the 
plurality of religions, races, and 
languages, ensuring their respec- 
tive righto and freedoms, with 
particular reverence for the digni- 
ty of the human being. Dealings 
within Islamic society are carried 
out on the basis of justice and the 
maintenance of rights. Dealings 
outside Islamic society, on the 
other band, are effected through 
covenants and pacts that regulate 
relations with other peoples. 
Such dealings have not only be- 
come dear examples or the 
humanity and universality of 
Islam, but have also become the 
subject of lengthy studies on 
Islam’s position towards interna- 
tional agreements and what has 
become to be known as interna- 
tional Iaw._ 

Such is the tolerance of Islam 
in its true perspective! In this 
manner did Islam embrace Man, 
as a human being, with all his 
pluralities; and the Holy Koran 
and the noble Prophetic tradition 
(Hadith) clearly grant all the 
rights of man and. his fun- 
damental and general freedoms. 


mind, subtract from this achieve- 
ment. 

At the World Conference on 
Human Rights, held in Vienna 
last June, I emphasised the fact 
that any new world order must of 
necessity be a humanitarian 
order, both in its aims and its 
concepts. The human problems 
that leave their impact on the 
lives of millions of human beings 


“We bare always be- 
lieved that pluralism 
provides a platform 
for the diversity that 
alone can develop and 
enrich human life; 
and an element of 
natural freedom 
which allows Muslims 
to work together, 
understanding the 
true substance of our 
religion and the in- 
terests of our Umma. 
Plurality becomes a 
medium for affinity , 
cohesion , and prog- 
ress when guided by 
reason, implemented 
through dialogue, and 
promoted to seek the 
truth. 99 


need a new vision founded on 
modesty, simplicity and self cri- 
ticism. A vision for a better 
world, one grounded in mutual 

I**P cc j' l ? lerance ' compassion 
and solidarity. We need to effect 
a new constitution for human 

Sft h w IOUT ’ regu,atin 8 r ela- 
uonstnps among individuals, as 
well os between individuals and 
governments. And we need to 
appea! to governments and rulers 
n , pl ' 1ce respect for human rights 

wre h of n r a h n , ?3nnC i? leS at the * er Y 
Jgre of their policies and prac- 


In my address to the Vienna 
inference I indicated my belief 
such a !»dy of moral 


bold eloquence of expression that 
this entails, the task is soon re- 
duced to a mere comedy at a time 
when millions of individuals are 
suffering from vagrancy, dis- 
placement and fierce hunger. We 
are aU aware of the tragedy that 
has befallen Bosnia and the 
calamity that has stricken the 
children of Iraq. Statistical data 
from the latter country indicate 
that about one million children 
under five years of age are ex- 
posed to the peril of death. At 
mis very time we are flabbef- 
gasted to discover the presence of 
double standards. 

I sincerely hope that the call for 
isjamic : tolerance will not be m»- 


s*! 5 promoted, the responsi- if „ n for a gesture that implies 


' T' Human rights 7 : -““mission, and capi- 1 

?g ,,t y would not be shoul- ‘f, tton ,n . the face of might-We 
oered by governments alone but 11™“ * P nmari ly and essentially, 
ato by individuals, whether fo S' attenipi at smeari^ 

uS r f ?»? fess,0 . n ? 1 ' “fcotogwai, or S® ■ rep ?i at, t on of r slam, and dfr 
political positions, or simply as the enemies of 

^fS'ntheir capacity as ordiii-' 5? IOnw and the neo-terrorist 
ary people. Given such a baa's in e er ff nts that threaten the neW 
commun- 3S rl i,° rder in aftermath of 


S?h Ud -^ Uy a ? 10 lhe tonefit of 
n S"k of minorities would 
to respected; and international 

be founded on 
the bases of justice, equality and 

gcacc^ Muslims woul3 no?then 

tecome the victims of double 
standards; no r would we be ex- 


thc cold war. “™" ni " 

ofAn£? fto abode 

Is!am ’ "tore we 

\T MdTrf ha . 1 dec,are ’ loud - 

*y and clearly, that whoever 
willfully and pXSS 

hJ?i. fr 5" , , bei "S «r. iust and 


communi* 


Any misapplications that have 
occurred during particular times 
and circumstances do not, to my 


are a product of human excesses 
that violate human rights and a 
challenge to those who would 
adhere and maintain them. We 


^P^V^ponsof massdes- * ,es thea^eonS 7 - 

.to swe. neither of M^ ,d deaf ly »i tmst!™ ’ 
10 * Particular ,„^ over »_ w e have botlr coup- 


people or religion. K 
Unless the endeavour to realise 
nghts stems from equire^ 
justice, and honesty, with all the 


V MUM. • • ■- 

have both couf. - 

V-fc 
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Islam guarantees prosperity for 
coming generations 

(Continued from page 4) 

SS.T32 £ j°!? wi * “ tuiwc of civilisation must be 


Muslims in Europe 

Made to feel like trespassers 


of jA- 
lsr atS ; 

:i sr. 

Sale m ; 

KanM. 

tr *K 
« «har* 


to with view to scrutinising all the 
lira s problems in an endeavour to dis- 
Raf.?h? «raer *eir causes and prescribe 
‘ her h 1 ^ ^ e . due fem^ies. Silence and 

deartEV '"difference render us more ada- 
on P areu *"g our cultural 
d j** v ' ■ enterprise. 

PalJjk ’ f° r the resumption of 

-.all serious and meaningful dia- 
,f - togue that seeks to preserve the 
• eum'i '^Shts °f ma " everywhere. We 
start this endeavour with the 
in rkT 1 "Muslim on account of the respon- 
ability borne by him towards his 
^ K own world and the preservation 
jj * 1 *», of it. Indeed, we seek a departure 
de S i “from “east is east and west is west 

-and ne’er the twin shall meet... 

. 'Everyone in a position of rcspon- 
' a e| a. j ’ability and every guardian, pat- 
-ion, and custodian are hereby 
requested to bring the twin 
'"“ft.* together. The economic situation 

«ian jj' -in the Muslim World is defective 
rr feho ^ ;-in terms of the distribution of 

11 ‘to* "wealth: wide population sectors 
oiuuoj. Aj -five in utter poverty, while in 
certain countries there are vast 
11 fortunes owned by governments 

'jand private individuals. These 
ty -fortunes are not invested in a 

i Isrcd "manner profitable to the Islamic 

0 abide. 'communities, but are rather de- 

,e '-"it ’posited in foreign banks without 
'Othiitj , "it accruing the benefits ordained 
te in tt ‘ - by the A1 mighty in favour of the 
km,'^ -poor and needy. 

min". While we are on the subject of 
tiotiof^ human rights in general, I would 
- like to urge that particular atten- 
. . don be paid to economic and 

■ 3 1 ® ..social rights. These rights guaran- 
- 3| iy 1 ; tee the provision of decent living 
a 9 fe % standards and facilitate the estab- 

' n * '■ .lishment of an integrated and 
n ^- compassionate community. I per- 
jdsisrenJy sense the need for this 
-when confronted with the perva- 
.sion of hunger, sickness, and 
ignorance in considerable areas 
an ha- 'of our Muslim World, 
swnpte t Allow me to be frank with you 
la fct Jut saying that we are not giving 
tatft : 'this issue due attention compared 

J ktiDf ..with other Islamic topics. We 
>pn*t should, perhaps, consider, the 

pie s t 'importance of Zakat (alms giv- 

ternar ing) and its role in realising soli- 
ic-pns; .darity and mutual compassion in 
'•k. our Islamic communities. Such 

1 oc considerations have prompted me 

-liODE to contact a number of responsi- 

:nds; ble people in the Islamic World 

aw with a view to founding an inter- 

no -national organisation for Zakat 

1 # r and solidarity! It is intended to 

ill:. become a development, patron- 

in age, and relief establishment, 

not. undertaking the administration of 

tot Zakat in the Islamic World. Most 

importantly, it will remain distant 
)1KS5 ’ from ties with political regimes or 

uidsL any narrow, limited ambitions. 

ini , Islamic dealings with the bu~ 
nd £ man being — regardless of faith, 

. . race and language — and the 


mediated through another attri- 
bute of our faith, namely, its 
status as a religion of reason and 
knowledge. Reason and know- 
ledge, together with tolerance, 
constitute our most viable 
approach, one which can make an 
impact on international cultural 
discourse, and offers Islamic 
perspectives on the resolution of 
Man’s contemporary challenges. 
Such concepts and remedies must 
be offered in a subjective and 
scientific manner, free from rhe- 
toric and passion. The areas in 
which Islam can contribute in- 
clude pluralism, democracies, 
minorities, women, youth, child- 
hood, moderation and comprom- 
ise- All this presupposes more 
than an understanding on our 
part of all the issues and problems 
of the age. It also demands full 
cognisance of the position of the 
Umma within international rela- 
tions, away from narrow con- 
cerns, insubstantial issues and su- 
perficial remedies. 

Muslims in the golden age of 
Islam understood their faith to be 
the religion of “reason and know- 
ledge". This was a sound under- 
standing, for the combination of 
temporal and religions sciences, : 
ser in an uninterrupted symmet- 1 
ry. is integral to Islamic culture. 
Indeed, one of the foremost 
achievements of the Muslims of I 
that age was their custodianship, 
refinement and transmission of 
ancient Greek and Egyptian sci- 
entific knowledge that would 
otherwise have been lost. Islam 
thus served as a vital link in the 
chain of human civilisations. And 
it is on this basis that your 
academy has come to take a 
particular interest in all aspects of 
Islamic civilisation, in the uni- 
versl sense of the term civilisa- 
tion: its sciences, its culture and 
its achievements. This prompted 
us to found the AI AJ Bait Uni- 
versity, a scientific institution 
open to all Muslims, and one in 
which temporal and religious sci- 
ences are taught. 

Without such comprehensive 
understanding we will be unable 
to cope with the political, econo- 
mic, social and ideological 
changes that can be expected at 
the end of this century and the 
beginning of the next. 

We hope this conference will 
motivate Islamic thought to look 
to the future of generations to 
come. The guarantee of their 
prosperity and happiness is a duty 
which we dearly hold in trust. 

In the name of AD ah I declare - 
your conference open. May He 
bless both its commencement and 
conclusion, for only He can grant 
success and good fortune. 


BY Yasmin Alibhai-Brown 

Sultana, a hospital interpreter in 
south London, takes me home to 
meet her family. The living room 
is self-consciously nostalgic in the 
way many immigrant homes are, 
with oriental carpets and 
cushions, bowls of pistachios, 
brass trays and even a hookah in 
the corner. Her son and husband 
are playing chess. Mona, her 
12 -year-old daughter, is watching 
Neighbours. When the news com- 
es on, the children are sent up- 
stairs. There are the usual pro- 
tests, to no avail. 

Sultana explains, “Mona be- 
comes hysterical when she sees 
Bosnia. She cries and says she 
hates whites. I am terrified. I 
don’t want my children to get 
hatred in their hearts, like the 
Palestinians and Jews. Mona was 
boro here but in school they call 
her Ayatollah because she wears 
a headscarf. Now she think they 
will kill her one day.” Sultana 
feels such desperation about Bos- 
I nia that she went on a demonstra- 
tion for the first time in her life. 

I “l thought only communists did 
that kind of thing. But I bad to do 
something. ” 

Like Sultana, Muslims 
throughout the country are feel- 
ing terrible anguish over an area 
few had previously heard of Dr. 
Abida Khan, a chemotherapy ex- 
pen from Bradford, tearfully 
speaks about her “sisters” in Bos- 
nia. 

“I remember, like it was 
yesterday, scientists flying to the 
Gulf after the war to rescue birds 
and make sanctuaries for them. I 
wish the West had an equal 
emphasis on the human race.” 

Bashir Maan, the first Asian to 
appear in Who’s Who — polyg- 
lot, politician, magistrate, au- 
thor,' businessman and member' 
of swanky golf dubs — is just as 
troubled. “I’ve lived in Scotland 
for 40 years — the most inte- 
grated Muslim you could find. I 
have never felt so concerned. 
This has completely eroded my 
confidence in Western society.” 

These are the voices of the 
Muslim middle classes, those who 
once felt relatively secure in the 
West. Today they feel an intense 
sense of betrayal and dislocation 
as they watch the Bosnian 
tragedy unfolding. Their deep de- 
moralisation, all the worse be- 
cause it comes from a shattered 
confidence, makes them see 
things in stark terms. The arms 
embargo, the peace plans, the 
international stasis, which they 
sec as finely turned collusion with 
aggression, all are intended to 
destroy Muslims, they believe, 
and if, occasionally, there are 


other victims, this is a by-product 
of the genoddal enterprise. 

To Mr. Mann this can mean 
only one thing: “I bate to say it, 
but my intuition tells me this 
extermination of the Muslims is 
because Europe cannot tolerate 
us on European soil. Those old 
dormant prejudices have raised 
their ugiy-heads.” 

Dr. ZaJd Badawi, principal of 
the Muslim College in Ealing, 
west London, a respected 
academic and a voice or recon- 
ciliation during the Salman Rush- 
die crisis, also sees the resurrec- 
tion of as ancient hatred. “The 
West is back to its old tricks and 
has no qualms about Muslims 
being massacred. It is party 10 the 
destruction because it is using the 
■blockade to stop the Muslims 
defending themselves. But, you 
know, I am surprised. The West 
should have learnt from the 
Palestinians that by sacrificing 
one .group, it ends up with a 
bigger disaster. There is now a 
tremendous feeling across 
Europe that Muslim lives are 
devalued, that to be a Muslim is 
dangerous, and an apprehension 
that we will be bounded out of 
Europe.” 

The scale and nature of the 
assault on the Bosnian Muslims, 
and the sense of kinship that 
British Muslims feel with the 
victims, justifies their response. 
As the world powers push 
through the latest settlement in 
Bosnia, history bears out many of 
their fears. 

But the situation is bringing to 
the surface underlying issues. For 
years the majority of Muslims 
have felt misunderstood and de- 
mon ished in the West, often by 
popular media images that por- 
tray them as terrorists or barbar- 
ous oil potentates with money 
oozing out of every pore and, 
latterly, as religious fana tics. 

Then came the eruptions over 
The Satanic Verses and the fat- 
wa. which confirmed these 
stereotypes. Extremists certainly 
exploited the genuine hurt felt by 
Muslims to gain power, mainly 
among the deprived sections of 
the community. Yet even Mus- 
lims who disapproved of the 
book, but did not support the 
fatwa or take to the streets — 
people who previously felt 
accepted — became victims of 
verbal abuse and physical attack. ■ 

The assault on Islam by re- 
spectable figures from both the 
left and the right, and the rise of 
liberal fundamentalism that proc- 
laimed superiority to all other 
ways of thinking life, helped to 
legitimise these assaults. Every- 
one was expected to declare their 
allegiance. You were either for 


Rushdie's book or you wanted 
him dead. The only good Muslim 
was an utterly westernised and 
preferably godless one. 

For middle-class, bicultural 
Muslims caught between these 
imperatives and shocked by the 
malevolence of mainstream socie- 
ty, the Rushdie affair created a 
heightened sense of religious 
identity. Many were forced to 
take stock says Rashidah Butt, a 
science teacher, who runs a group 
in Bradford for educated and 
articulate Muslim women who 
now choose to wear the hijab. or 
headscarf. 

“As a child I bated Muslims 
and Muslim countries. I thought 
they were backward, fanatic. 
When I started studying the intel- 
lectual tradition of Islam, what it 
did for women, I began to change 
and to challenge what was said 
about us.” 

The turning point for Rashidah 
was the Rushdie affair, and the 
Gulf war intensified her disaffec- 


victims of a holocaust, people 
such as Sultana thought he w.as 
insane. Today, the mildest Mus- 
lims evoke the same spectre. 
Their views now seem (uncom- 
fortably for them) close to those 
of Dr. Kalhn Siddiqui, a maver- 
ick extremist and founder of the 
recently established Muslim par- 
liament. If they aren’t exactly 
flocking to him, many more are 
turning in his direction, some- 
thing he is happy to exploit. 

“You see. Dr. Akhtar didn't 
have to wart long for the gas 
ovens. The West’s actions are 
what they are because they don’t 
want to allow Muslims to develop 
an identity on European soil. It is 
the old medieval Christian reac- 
tion, and their history shows that 
they are a lolling machine,” says 
Dr. Siddiqui. 

Saba Risaluddin, from the 
Campaign for Bosnia, a respected 
group supported by MPs that is 
fighting for a sovereign and 
democratic Bosnia, believes this 


go of all that is good about us for 
that?” 

There is also criticism of the 
in-fighting and oppression within 
the community and the cowar- 
dice, corruption and compliance 
of the rich Muslim countries 
which have made Muslims 
vulnerable. Many influential 
Muslims are now arguing for uni- 
ty, self-help and development 
away from mainstream society. 
Various aid groups, newspapers 
and education projects that have 
sprung up recently show that this 
is already happening. 

But will the developments that 
come from such disenchantment 
prove to be counter-productive? 
Separatism will certainly ghet- 


toise Muslims further and in turn 
help to justify their continuing 
maltreatment. Dr. Badawi be- 
lieves that it also encourages simr 
plistic analysis, and that it is 
dangerous to fall into that trap. 

“We should think clearly whaj 
should be the best route. We 
must organise politically, bii 
within mainstream politics, nap 
isolate ourselves like the Muslinp 
parliament. We should make 
ourselves understood, increase 
our influence gently, sensibly, 
have a sophisticated approach. 
And Europe must listen for its 
own sake. Bui these messages are 
so difficult today. How can peo- 
ple think rationally when there is 
such grief?” — The Independent. 




“If they can destroy Bosnians, 
who are white , European and 
Muslim in name alone, who are 
completely integrated, what hope 
is there?” 


non. For many, it was an illustra- 
tion of the selective morality by 
which the West plays its interna- 
tional games. Sultana says: “We 
were so shocked by how easy it 
was for them to kill the blameless 
Iraqi people and shout victory, 
but you know they put the tyrant 
in power. And what can we say 
about those heartless rich Arabs? 
How unsafe we Muslim people 
are in the world today.” 

Many felt confused about 
where their loyalty should lie and 
guilty that as western Muslims, 
they were implicated in this ven- 
ture. Bosnia is seen as the cul- 
mination of their process of 
alienation. They regaid~it-as the 
beginning of Europe’s final solu- 
tion for the enemy within. To 
many, moderation now seems an 
obscenity. 

Three years ago, when the 
academic Dr. Shabbir Akhtar, 
former representative of the 
Bradford Council of Mosques, 
said Muslims would be the next 


confluence and awareness has im- 
portant implications for a multi- 
cultural Europe. “It has galva- 
nised Muslims, and a number of 
us who previously may have had 
difficulties with each other arc 
now at least talking. So Bosnia 
has become a Muslim issue be- 
cause of the West’s reluctance to 
intervene. You also know now 
that, however, integrated you 
are, however much you have 
forsaken your roots, being a Mus- 
lim, even in name, makes you a 
target." 

So the very symbols of success- 
ful integration, such as the gentle 
Dr. Khan, now ask: “If they can 
destroy Bosnians, who are white, 
European and Muslim in name 
alone, who are completely inte- 
grated. what hope is there?” 

Ms. Butt goes further. “We 
should be careful and not be like 
stupid, blind sheep. The entire 
fabric of this society is falling 
apart — and now we have seen 
their cruetly, why should we let 
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Rashidah Butt: As a child I. hated Muslims; when I studied 
Islam’s intellectual tradition 1 began to change 


Computer lets drug researchers Jobless Palestinians give Gaza facelift 


walk into a molecule 


By Ben Hirschler 

Reuter 

LONDON — Scientists are don- 
ning “virtual reality” helmets in 
the latest twist in a worldwide 
drive to harness powerful modern 
computers for drug design. 

Until now the computer- 
generated world known as virtual 
reality (VR) has been a play- 
.. ground for those bored with con- 
iTOusntional computer games. 

£l Scientists from Britain's York 
University and the drug firm Gla- 
xo believe it may also be a valu- 
j. -able way of understanding the 
^ t - structure of molecules involved in 
^ .disease and discovering drugs to 
-block their action. 

-■ Working with the division 
v - \ -.group, a Bristol-based VR spe- 
* 'cialist launched on the stock ex- 
? , -change last month, the team has 
“ f .completed a test study. The plan 
9 1 .is to put the techrriqne to work in 
^ -a three-year project starting in 
. ■'August. 

.. “Our pilot study has shown VR 

tf', -can offer advantages," said Dr. 
^ ' -Rod Hubbard, reader in chemis- 

& 'try at York University, 
o* “Now we’re looking at a fairly 
major project to develop the soft- 
sl' ware, the techniques and the 

f hardware.” 

Wearing a headest containing 
two tiny television screens, giving 
t; a three-dimensional effect, re- 

u? searchers have the illusion that 

they are actually walking around 
A* 'inside a molecule. 

» l u. As they move, the computer 

ftp redraws the image, giving a start- 

9 ^' ling sense of solidity. With a 

special glove they can even reach 


out and |rab parts of the mole- 
cule, twisting and flexing the 
structure to investigate its make- 
up. 

Dr. Hubbard — who was in- 
spired by pioneering work on VR 
at the University of North Caroli- 
na at Chapel Full — sees it as a 
natural successor to the powerful 
work stations with three- 
dimensional graphics now used in 
the drug industry. 

“With VR you are actually 
immersed in (he molecule., .and if 
' you want to design another small 
molecule to stop it working that 
enhanced perception has to 
help,” he said. 

Division Marketing Director 
—Pierre Dupont said other drug 
companies were also m explora- 
tory talks on using VR, reflecting 
an industry-wide shift in 
approach to drug discovery. 

Most existing drugs were found 
by “molecular roulette” — the 
random screening of many 
thousands of natural and synthe- 
tic compounds, a hugely expen- 
sive and inefficient process. 

Advances m molecular biology 
and a quantum leap in computing 
power now offer a potential 
short-cut. 

Today, scientists fighting viral 
diseases, in chiding AIDS, are 
trying to home in on a virus’s most 
vulnerable features and design 
drugs to disarm it. 

Several “rational” anti-AIDS 
drugs are already in trials and on 
June 3 researchers said they had 
made a first step towards a cure 
for influenza using a computer. 

A group from Monasb Uni- 
versity in Victoria, Australia, and 
Glaxo created a computer model 


of two compounds to block an 
enzyme used by the flue virus to 
reproduce. Animal tests showed 
that they worked, although they 
have yet to be tested on humans. 

The results of this flu research 
would “excite and encourage 
those involved in rational drug 
design,” according to Dr. Gany 
Taylor, a biochemist at the Uni- 
versity of Bath. 

Dr. Lynda Boyle of Proteus 
International, a specialist U.K. 
company, reports fast growing 
interest in computer drug design 
and believes the area is set to take 
off. 

“You will see a very significant 
increase in rational drug design 
over the next decade. The drug 
companies can no longer afford 
to be left behind,” she said. 

Dr. Peter Murray-Rusi of Gla- 
xo’s Protein Structure Group is 
cautious about any short-term 
pay-off from VR. 

He said it was a useful — and 
natural — way for researchers to 
learn what complex molecules 
looked like but believed the tech- 
nique would remain com- 


plementary to existing drug dis- 
covery. 

“It helps us understand the 
molecules that we have to in- 
teract with on a chemical and 
biological level. We can construct 
hypotheses in the computer and 
see if they are worth taking for- 
ward to the laboratory,” he said. 

He points out that while VR 
offers excellent scope for human 
interaction, visualisation is still 
relatively poor. “We’re pushing 
the limits of the present technolo- 
gy,” be added. 

Steve Ariiagtoo, pharmaceutic- 
als specialist with management 
consultant Coopers Lybrand, be- 
lieves the main role for compu- 
ters in drug design will be to help 
keep down the cost of developing 
a new drug, calculated at an 
average of SZ70 million. 

“It allows drug companies to 
get more information before they 
synthesise a compound,” he said. 
“And a lot of highly-skilled man 
hours can be avoided if you make 
rational decisions based on in- 
formation the computer gives 
you.” 


By Barry Parker 

Agence France Presse 

GAZA CITY, Occupied Gaza 
Strip — The piles of rotting rub- 
bish and debris of five years of 
violent uprising in Gaza are bong 
swept away by an army of jobless 
Palestinians who are cleaning up 
the occupied Strip. 

Israel’s military administration 
has taken on 13*500 street sweep- 
ers, painters and odd-job men in 
the last month to tackle the mam- 
moth task. 

Filth and stench are no longer 
synonymous with the strip as 
small groups of workers criss- 
cross Die dry streets pushing 
brooms and wheelbarrows loaded 
with shovels. 

“We have no choice, tins is the 
only work we can find,” said 
Hamad Fayad, who was among 
the first daily labourers taken on 
by Gaza City Hall in June. 

He earns 25 shekels (S8.9) for 
sweeping up from seven a.m. to 
two p.m., with a half-hour break. 

When Israel sealed off Gaza at 
the end of March after Palesti- 
nians murdered 15 Jews, some 
40,000 Gazans were thrown out 
of work as they were no longer 


allowed to travel to Israel. 

With unemployment estimated 
as high as 50 per cent, the admi- 
nistration launched the dean-up 
project and Palestinian political 
leaders have acquiesced. 

Another 2,000 workers have 
been employed to resurface 
roads, build three Islamic courts 
and modernise schools and hos- 
pitals for the Strip's 780,000 
Palestinians. 

“We see this as a public ser- 
vice, but we know the Israelis are 
making it a political issue. They 
want us to dean the intifada 
graffiti off the walls. W 4 e have 
refused,” 25-year-old Fayad said. 

“They want to use this as a way 
to kill the intifada (uprising). We 
know what they are doing but we 
have do choice. This is out city 
and we are keeping it clean. 

“At least it is better for us to 
dean Gaza than to dean Israel.” 

At Al Medinajunction, a main 
intersection in Gaza City, fresh 
paint glistens on kerbstones and 
pedestrian crossings under the 
sweltering midday sun. Pave- 
ments once littered with rubble 
and rubbish are now pristine. 

However in the rity’s dust- 
blown refugee camps of Jabalia 


and Shatti little has changed. 
Open sewers still run through the 
alleys where Palestinian youths 
confront Israeli soldiers in the-- 
daily violence of resistance to 
occupation. 

“We have 30 million shekels 
for the clean-up,” said an admi- 
nistration spokeswoman. “That 
will last until the end of July and 
we are hoping to get more money 
to carry on. I know they think 
they are being paid tittle but in 
the circumstances it is better to 
employ more people for less 
money than a few people for 
more,” she said. “But I don't 
think we are trying to end the 
intifada by getting people to clean 
the streets." 

On Al Shouhadaa Street in 
Gaza's well-off Rimal district, 
five road-sweepers are taking a 
break under the shade of a tree. 

Musa Ali Yakud, 36, was a 
metal-worker in Tel Aviv bring- 
ing home more than 70 shekels a 
day until the army dosed the 
Strip. He has six children and two 


weeks ago applied for one of the 
road-sweepers jobs advertised by 
the munidpality. 

^*TT»e 25 shekels a day is not 
enotigh but what else can I do,” 
he said. 

Amin Samur, 24, went to Mos- 
cow to study medidne , lost his 
scholarship in the Soviet collapse 
and returned home with a Rus- 
sian wife and child. He too is 
sweeping the streets. “I can’t find 
anything else,” he said. 

Fayez Abu Rahmeh, a Gaza' 
lawyer who is close to tiie Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation, 
said: “Israel is making propagan- 
da out of cleaning up Gaza.” 

But he added that the PLO 
were not against the operation^ 
“It's a job for the municipality and. 
there are no political connec- 
tions.” 

Kama! Wehaidy, general direc- 
tor of works and transport, is 
running the dean-up project for. 
Gaza City Hall, under orders 
from the Israelis. * 


Jordan’s trade deficit widens 


(Continued from page 1) 

' Imports exceeded the IMF 
target by JD 636.6 million ($925 
million). Exports plus re-exports 
were dose to the ceiling of 
JD 832.8_mfition ($121 biltion). 

The Centra! Rank said the in- 
crease in imports was mainly 
from capital goods and raw mate- 
rials — a tdtal of JD 129 billion 
(SI .88 billion) — reflecting the 
widening of Jordan's production 
base due to increased industrial 


investment. 

Capital goods worth JD 510 
million ($741 million) — an in- 
crease of 75 per cent — and raw 
materials worth JD 789 million 
($1.15 billion) were imported m 
1992. 

Jordan imported JD 900.5 mil- 
lion (SI .31 biltion) of consumer 
goods, mostly durables, in a burst 
of spending to compensate for 
unsatisfied demand after a period 
of austerity following the 1988 
dinar devaluation crisis. 


JORDAN VALLEY ARABIAN STUD 


The Jy AS snoonoces u exh&kkm of haem md la be held 

on Joiy 16 Friday at 34)0 pjn, the show wfl May ontB &00 pa. 

The exhibition include! registered hones ( WAHO ), jumping , local 
horses as well as ponies and cross country and horses from the Syrian 
p eninsula known for the height and Mamina . 

The equipment wriuAw foreign saddles such as , Stubben , Siegfried , j 
multi purpose , military , and American saddles . Hats , breeches , 
jackets , boots . spurs arid hems related to horses . 

A free demonstration will be held to show the proper way to saddle 
horses and the proper items to be put 00 the head such as buddies , j 
snaffles and others , and an explanation of the dangers which might . 
face the rider . 

The JVAS is not anight dub or a restaurant , the JVAS is a specialized i 
es tablishmen t to teach the interested in horses the proper way to ride . 
The JVAS teaches those who want serious riding , cross country , and ! 
jumping . Members and those who are interested are welcome to join j 
and are expected to abide by the rules and regulations of the school . j 
Horses and equipment are for sale to those intented in buying good ] 
horses and proper equipment and to keep them al the stud if they want . j 
Cross coun try riding win be arranged for groups who are serious and j 
come on time . 

Entrance is free for the public . 

l For more information call 829882 j : 


EMBROIDERY 2000 

AMERICAN WAY OF REAL SALE HAS REACHED 
JORDAN TOP QUALITY T-SHIRTS 
ORIGINALLY JD 12 NOW ONLY JD 5 

BATH TOWELS WITH YOUR NAME MONOGRAM ON 

ORIGINALLY JD 16 NOW ONLY JD 10 

THREE PIECE SET OF AMERICAN TOWEL 

ORIGINALLY JD 30 NOW ONLY JD 20 

ROYAL BEACH TOWELS 

ORIGINALLY JD 15 NOW JD 12 

CHILDREN TOWEL ROBES 

ORIGINALLY JD 15 NOW JD 12 

ADULT TOWEL ROBE 

ORIGINALLY JD 35 NOW JD 30 

SWMMING COSTUMS FROM JD 25 UP TO JD 45 

EMBROIDERY 2000 the best place to buy 

YOUR PERSONALIZED GIFTS SHMESANI : 693046 
NEXT TO YOUSEF BAK1R STORES 
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J apanese banks look for business 


in Gulf Arab countries and Eritrea 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Japanese banks are shopping for 
fresh business in the Gulf and 
.Eritrea to capitalise on a regional 
economic upswing and post-war 
reconstruction in that Red Sea 
state, Japanese diplomats said 
Monday. 

A delegation from the Tokyo 
Centre for International Finance, 
which groups key Japanese 
banks, visited the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) last week and 
was to include other Gulf states 
and Eritrea on its tour, they said.. 

“The visits are part of the- 
centre's regular tours around the 
world to assess economic and 
political conditions and explore 
investment opportunities," a 
Gulf-based diplomat told AFP, 
adding that the delegation's talks 
here had been fruitful. 

He said the delegation, led by 
the centre's chief economist, 
Mori to Ohara, held talks with 
UAE central bank officials, the 
state-run Abu Dhabi Investment 


Authority as well as the chambers 
of commerce and industry in Abu 
Dhabi and Dubai, the richest and 
largest of the federation's seven 
emirates. 

The tour coincides with a busi- 
ness upturn in the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) states, where 
multi- billion dollar industrial pro- 
jects are underway or on the 
cards as part of a drive to diver- 
sify their oil-dependent econo- 
mies. 

The GCC States of Saudi Ara- 
bia, Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar and the UAE have also 
launched projects that are ex- 
pected to cost more than $60 
billion to boost their oil and gas 
production capacity to meet an 
expected increase in world de- 
mand. 

Experts believe the GCC coun- 
tries might resort to borrowing to 
finance such projects, given a 
sharp decline in their oil earnings 
and increased defence spending. 

“The delegation discussed 


financing projects in the UAE in 
general but I have no information 
if they covered oil projects," a 
Japanese source said. 

Japan is already a major inves- 
tor in the region, with assets of 
about $3.5 billion mainly in oil 
and gas. 

It gets some 60 per cent of its 
oil imports of four million barrels 
per day from the Gulf and its 
trade with the six members 
peaked at $35 billion in 1992. 

Many Japanese banks stopped 
their dealings with the region 
during the Gulf war but resumed 
operations after the end of the 
conflict in early 1991. 

A UAE official said the 
Japanese delegation was satisfied 
with his co an try's economy and 
the performance of its banks in 
the past two years. 

“We showed them that our 
banks made record profits in 1992 
and this naturally reflects better 
economic conditions. They ex- 
pressed satisfaction and promised 


to study investment chances 

here," the official said. 

The UAE maintained a trade 
surplus with Japan of SI .7 billion 
in the first quarter of 1993 against 
$1.67 billion for the same period 
last year, despite Tokyo's bid to 
boost exports to the wealthy re-, 
gion, according to official 
Japanese figures. 

A report by the Dubai-based 
Japan Exter nal Trade Organisa- 
tion (JETRO) said the surplus 
was due to the emirates' large oil 
exports to Japan. 

Trade between the two coun- 
tries has steadily grown in the 
past few years, standing at a 
record $12.4 billion in 1992. 

In Eritrea, which this year de- 
clared its independence from 
Ethiopia after a 30-year war, the 
delegation was to discuss the 
financing of various projects with 
officials there, notably to help 
with reconstruction efforts, the 
'diplomat- said, but provided no 
other details. 


World Bank has new plan 
to ensure loan effectiveness 


Washington (r> — The 

World Bank, .criticised for not 
paying close attention to projects 
after loans are made, unveiled 
new steps Monday it said would 
change the way it measures its 
success in helping countries. 

The new measures, which 
emphasise greater efforts to make 
loans do the work they were 
designed for, follow a review of 
existing projects that showed an 
increasing pattern of failed 
efforts. 

The bank assists member- 
countries in both reforming their 
economies so they work better 
and in a huge array of projects 
that include building roads and 
schools. 


Ontral to the plan, it said, is 
the commitment to make man- 
agement of projects that are in 
force as important as malting new 
loans. 

“Only sound, oit-thb-groiind 
results — the development of 
projects — are true measures of 
the bank's contribution to sus- 
tainable development,” World 
Bank Acting President Ernest 
Stern told reporters. 

The bank said it would manage 
its portfolio of loans on an overall 
country level rather than looking 
at them on a project by project 
baas. 

It said that for each borrowing 
country, the entire portfolio of 
bank-financed projects will now 


GBM celebrates a successful year 


In Gulf Business Machines, an 
achiever is any member of staff 
who reaches or exceeds their 
business plan targets, be they 
in management, marketing, 
consultancy, engineering and 
maintenance or administra- 
tion. Their recognition is mem- 
bership of the T00% club', a 
grouping o f top-performing 


staff originated by IBM. 
‘ " cni< 


Sixty GBM achievers were 
acclaimed by General Manager 
Mustafa Rugibani at the 1993 
GBM Convention, which was 
staged this year in Malaysia's 
newest deluxe hotel, the Istana 
Kuala Lumpur. 


Mr. Rugibani told his guests: 
“I am very happy with our 


results for 1992. It was an 
outstanding year of achieve- 
ment which is why we are here 
today. Group income in- 
creased more than 30 per cent 
and we added SO employees to 
the payroll. We have achieved 
leadership among the informa- 
tion technology companies of 
the Gulf since we founded 


GBM three years ago. 

“We were profitable in all 
our sectors of activity. We 
have continued the drive to- 
wards being seen as a total 
services, total solutions com- 
pany, not simply the IBM dis- 
tributers. In a survey of cus- 
tomer satisfaction carried out 
by IBM throughout the 
Europe, Middle East and Afri- 
ca region (SEMEA), we were 
found to be the ‘best in 
SEMEA’ for customer ser- 
vice.” 

IBM had reduced worldwide 
costs by 6-8 per oent since 1991 
and was embarked on major 
developments in services and 
software. Revenue from this 
area alone increased 30 per 
cent in 1992 and, by 1995. was 
targetted to produce 60 per 
cent of total revenue. “In 1992 
IBM continued to plough 
around 10 per cent of revenue 
back into research and de- 
velopment - a commitment last 
year of -nearly $6 billion." 


become the measure of assessing 
effectiveness. 

The. bank made it dear that 
responsibility for making projects 
work would remain at the local 
level, arguing it would he a mis- 
take for it to manage them on a 
continuing basis. 

However, performance of the 
projects would be reviewed more 
regularly to catch problems at an 
earlier stage before they became 
fatal. 

Mr. Stem told reporters that 
first and foremost, devel ipment 
is the responsibility of countries 
themselves. 

“The bank's efforts to improve 
the development impact of its 
work, ultimately, can only be 
successful as the efforts by our 
borrowers to help themselves," 
he said. 

A study completed in Novem- 
ber 1992 by former World Bank 
vice president Willi Wapenhans 
found that among operations in 
progress, some 20 per cent were 
experiencing “major problems". 


Nearly 50% 
of Americans 
never heard 
of NAFTA 


NEW YORK (AFP) — More 
than four out of 10 Americans 
have never heard of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) due to be voted on by 
Congress in the autumn, a New 
York Tunes-CBS poll published 
Monday found. Forty-four per- 
cent of the 1363 adults ques- 
tioned admitted they had read or 
heard nothing about the NAFTA 
treaty, which aims to create the 
world's largest free-trade tone, 
covering the United States, Cana- 
da and Mexico. Forty-five per 
cent of respondents were aware 
of NAFTA, with 22 per cent 
backing it and the remaining 23 
per cent opposed. Seventeen per 
cent believed it would cost jobs in 
the United States, the survey 
found. If the treaty is adopted it 
will create a free-trade zone com- 
prising 370 million people and 
with a S6 trillion per year eco- 
nomy. The survey was conducted 
between June 21 and 24. 


EC ministers 


agree to tackle 
budget deficits 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — European 
Community (EC) finance and 
economic ministers agreed here 
Monday on the need to cut grow- 
ing budget deficits and begin 
yearly reviews of plans for tight- 
ening up their economies despite 
the recession. 

The ministers acted after hear- 
ing reports from two EC panels 
that sounded the alarm over ris- 
ing public debt and urged mem- 
bers states to cut their deficits 
rather than seek quick fixes for 
economic growth. 

The reports were issued as EC 
members grappled with how to 
meet the strict fiscal criteria laid 
out in the Maastricht treaty on a 
monetary union by 1999 while 
trying to revive their economies 
mired in recession. 

The ministers noted in a state- 
ment after their bi-annual review 
of the community's economic 
situation that several countries 
were having trouble meeting 
targets for the reduction of 
budget deficits and public debt. 

But it added: “There is now 
widespread agreement that the 
best contribution that budget 
policy can now make to recovery 
is to announce credible, medium- 
term measures to reduce fiscal 
imbalances." 

The ministers urged the 12 EC 
members to update their “con- 
vergence programmes" for meet- 
ing the Maastricht criteria after 
the adoption of their national 
budgets each year. 

They said such updates should 
“take into account the deteriora- 
tion in the economic situation" 
and be based on “realistic 
assumptions compatible with 
community’s general economic 
outlook." 

The meeting also urged moves 
to create the conditions for a 
farther lowering of interest rates, 
such as budgetary rigour and 
efforts to hold down wages. 

Belgian Finance Minister Phi- 
lippe Maystadt, whose country 
bolds the rotating EC presidency, 
told a news conference the com- 
munity's members were commit- 
ted to reducing their deficits. 

“There is hardly a margin of 
manoeuvre for economic recov- 
ery policies financed by an in- 


crease in the public deficit," he 
said. But Mr. Maystadt said 
countries could only “hope” to 
meet the Maastricht timetable. 

Earlier, the EC’s Economic 
Policy Committee and the Com 
mittee of Central Bank Gov- 
ernors presented separate reports 
warning the community it was 
actually moving from the Maas- 
tricht objectives. 

The reports forecast the com- 
munity's average public debt 
would reach 67 to 69 per cent of 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
this year, up from 59.5 per cent in 
1989. The Maastricht treaty 
targets a ceiling of 60 per cent 

Both committees said the pub- 
lic sector deficit for the commun- 
ity as a whole would top six per 
cent of GDP this year, a record 
figure up from the 2.7 per cent 
recorded in 1989 and double the 
Maastricht cap of three per cent. 

They said such trends would 
hamper efforts to promote 
medium-term growth to combat 
the community's growing unem- 
ployment crisis and could also 
make it more difficult to lower 
interest rates. 

■ "The key to reducing real in- 
terest rates (particularly long- 
term rates) and thus stimulating 
economic growth is a decrease in 
the public sector's claims on pri- 
vate saving,” the bank governors 
said. 

The ministers, meanwhile, wel- 
comed Britain's convergence 
programme as ambitious yet 
realistic, but warned London it 
may have to tighten its belt furth- 
er if economic recovery is slower 
than expected. 

Some EC officials had earlier 
expressed concern over Britain’s 
plans to cut its £50 billion ($75 
billion) budget deficit and 
queried whether it was committed 
to meeting the Maastricht dead- 
tine. 

They particularly disputed 
London's view of how much of 
the deficit was linked to cyclical 
growth patterns and how much 
was structural. 

Britain's convergence plan 
counts on reducing its public 
deficit from eight per cent of 
GDP in 1993-94 to 3.75 
in 1997-98. 


per cent 


Nepal announces $7 24.8m budget 


KATHMANDU (AFP) — The 
Nepal government Sunday 
announced a 1993/94 fiscal 
budget of 35.5 billion rupees 
($724.8 million), heavily depen- 
dent on foreign aid and loans, 
officials said. 

The fiscal year starts July 16. 

In a more than one hour speech 
broadcast over radio and televi- 
sion Minister of State for Finance 
Mahesh Acharya earmarked 22.6 
billion rupees ($462 million) for 
development expenditure. 

A foither 12.9 billion rupees 
has been laid aside for regular 
expenditure out of which 3.38 
billion is earmarked for police, 
defence and other civil service 
salaries. 


Mr. Achaiya said at least 68.9 
per cent of the development ex- 
penditure would be met from 
fore r aid and loans. 

Ti government hopes to col- 
lect 18.08 billion rupees in re- 
venues which include fresh tax 
proposals, land revenues, in- 
creased sales taxes and tourism. 

The visa fee has been raised 
100 per cent to $40 for 30 days. 
Similarly, an additional 100 
rupees has been added to the 550 
rupee embarkation tax. Earnings 
from the added embarkation tax 
will be used to tackle environ- 
mental problems. 

Mr. Acharya also announced 
increased duties on cigarettes, 
roasted tobacco, beer and liquor. 


Duties have been lowered on 
goods from India. Tibet and the 
South Asian Association for Re- 
gional Cooperation (SAARC) to 
make imports from these coun- 
tries cheaper than those imported 
from European and other Asian 
countries tike Japan, Hong Kong, 
Thailand and Singapore. 

Among the points announced 
by Mr. Acharya was the abolition 
of controls on imports of items 
like zipe. cosmetics, imitation 
jewellery, wheel bearings, dry 
fruits including cloves, cardamom 
and betel nuts. 

Mr. Acharya has earmarked 
6.32 billion rupees for economic 
services like agriculture, irriga- 
tion, land reform and forestry 


development. 

An estimated 3.28 billion 
rupees has been set aside for 
public utilities like transport de- 
velopment, bridge construction, 
aviation and the development of 
other facilities. 

Various industries are to get 
5.6 billion rupees, while 810 mil- 
lion rupees were earmarked for 
communications development 
and 7.8 billion for social services 
like education, health, local de- 
velopment. clean drinking warer 
and leakage control projects. 

Under the proposed budget, 
education up to seventh grade 
(lower secondary) has been made 
free benefitting more than 
348,000 students nationwide. 


Peanuts 


WOW COULD YOU THINK 
THEY'D EVER LET YOU 
BE A JUDGE ON THE 
SUPREME COURT? 


YOU CANT EVEN DECIDE 
IF YOU'LL HAVE YOUR 
SUPPER IN THE REDDISH 
OR THE YELLOW PI5H.. 


OR YOUR DRINKING WATER I 
IN THE 6REEN DI5H OR 
THE BLUE DISH! 


THOSE DISHES 
SHOULD ALL 
BE THE SAME 
COLOR.. 



Andy Capp 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 



THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 




G^SBEizGteM 



“When I connect the freckles on your 
arm it spells ‘Donna.’ WHO 
THE HECK IS DONNA?!” 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
® by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one leiler to each square, to term 
four ordinary words 


WENYL 


mmma 

I 

□ 



[ ENWIC i 



m 

■ 

■ 


SAWLAY 


Hill 

■ 

□ 


CLIFEK 


=#.v 


l J -.l 




A LOW-DOWN 
JOINT. 


□ 

IE 

□ 

□ 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
torm the surprise answer, as sup 
flested by the above cartoon. 


Print enswer here: CD Q Hfl 


Yesterday’s 


{Answers Monday) 
Jumbles GAILY BASIC ABLAZE ICEBO* 

Answer. What the Computer repairman *. rocknarw 
was- -BIG Sit L 


Economic union 

between 3 Slavs to 


fill CIS gap 


MOSCOW (AFP) — In deciding 
to create a new economic union, 
Ukraine. Russia and Belarus —■ 
the three Slavic sisters of the 
former Soviet Union — are hop- 
ing to fill the gap left by the lame 

and ineffective Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS). 

“Die premiers of the three 
countries agreed during a meet- 
ing held over the weekend here to 
work out by Sept. 1 a treaty on 
the new union in a move that 
much resembled the 1991 Be- 
larussian agreement that led to 
the death of the Soviet Union, 

“The situation has become un- 
bearable,” Belarussian Premier 
Vyacheslav Kebich said in an 
interview with the Russian news- 
paper Komsomolskaya Pravda 
Tuesday. 

"Economic ties have broken 
down. The CIS become undone 
and we now understand that 
we're all falling into a hole.'" Mr. 
Kebich stated. 

Trade disputes between Russia 
and Ukraine over energy supplies 
and uncoordinated economic re- 
form programme have adversely 
affected industry in all three 
countries. 

Factories and businesses 
throughout the former Soviet Un- 
ion are. still very much dependent 
on each other for spare parts and 
raw materials. 

Less than two years after lead- 
ers of Russia, Ukraine and Be- 
larus met at a hunting lodge 
outside of Minsk to lay the 
groundwork for the CIS. Mr. 
Kebich admitted that the alliance 
fell short of expectations. 

“Frankly speaking, everyone at 
that meeting was gripped by a 
sort of euphoria and no one 
clearly understood whete we 


were headed,” Mr. Kebich said, i 
•'•‘We had only one goal in mind: !. 
•■Get rid of (Mikhail) Gor-(j£'-: 

bachev.” ■ * - 

The proposed economic on rod 1 
would considerably tighten tie$ ; 
between the three Slavic coun- • 
tries by creating a single econo- *. 
mic space, allowing free trade: ; 
coordinating currency regulations ■ 
and harmonising legislation. 

Belarus. Russia and Ukraine ; 
also plan to develop a common, « 
social policy, guarantee the right •' 
to own property in any of the ! 
three countries and allow free 1 - 
dom of movement for the com- • 
bined population of 210 million ; 
people. • 

There are also efforts to ia- 
crease military cooperation' to 1 
protect air space and allow for- ; 
joint use of military intelligence, 

Mr. Kebich said. . ; 

It was not clear however that j 
the Slavic alliance would result in * 
a more effective partnership than ! 
the CIS, which has been plagued • 
by continual bickering between • 
Russia and Ukraine over just \ 
about every area of cooperation'. • ', 

Mr. Kebich said that while ; 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin : 
had given his approval to the \ 
Slavic union months ago, Ukriu- » 
nian President Leonid Kravchuk 
had only recently decided to sup- { 
port the idea. * 

Ukraine’s economy has been I 
racked by high inflation and ( ^ 
plumetting production, partly^ * 
due to the break-down in ties "r 
with other former Soviet repub-X 
lies. 

The proposal came after Cen- ■ 
traJ Asian states began, lobbying | 
for an economic union with Tur- J 
key and Pakistan. t 


,-V" 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY JULY 14, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Eight strong aspects indicate that 
planetary forces are with you for 
increasing income and popularity. 
Get active early today and state 
your desires to the right people. 
Avoid trouble makers. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Your mate can want you to do 
something difficult for you to put 
across but a dose companion has 
some brilliant ideas how best to 
achieve this result. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
partner can be a problem by check- 
mating a plan that is important to 
your progress and a good friend 
above the way to get this done 
easily. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
fellow associate puts obstacles in 
the path of you r doing the tasks 
you wish to do well but one in 
power understands and eases the 
situation. 


mull over before acknowledging 
but later you can get many tasks of 
value finished. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) The daytime finds you with 
material problems that require 
some time and much thought to 
handle so don’t be hasty while 
tonight you can make surroundings 
just glow. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You would certainly be 
wise not to force your aims on 
others today so be subtle and 
tactful but tonight you can join 
playmates for a jeat time. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Fussing and fretting 
about private anxieties will get you 
nowhere but fast during the day 
but tonight home conditions 
should be ideal. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Don’t try to arrange enter- 
tainment interests in the daytime 
but tonight new conditions come 
up that give you a very satisfactory 
outlet. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) There 
are a number of problems at your 
residence you would be wise to 
take under advisement until a later 
time and get into the practical 
aspects of business. 

(August 22 to September 
22) There arc a number of com- 
munications you would be wise to 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You think you can get 
a purposeful friend to do your 
bidding but the price paid would be 
too high while tonight you can 
travel about seeing good friends. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) This is the day to be wise a? 
a serpent and hariess as a' dove in 
the outside world of activity durir. • 
the daytime but tonight you sei. 
ways to increase assets. 

J®® 8 * {February 20 to March 
Jj) Consider well any new or 
advanced ideas you think will work 
out for you and postpone any 
action while tonight you have a 
fine judgment to gain your goals. 


i THE Daily Crossword * o™* * Tnimp 


ACROSS 
1 Sgt.. e.g. 
a Fourth estate 
9 Texas city 
13 Distinctive Sir 

TS to bed..." 

16 Bard's river 

17 Prophesy 

19 Long 

20 Missing person? 

21 Popeye s gal 

23 Simon or 
Sedaka 

24 Tizzy 

25 Natural 

28 An exam, kina of 

32 Deserve 

33 Swimmer's bene 

34 Easrem robe 

35 Filled with 
reverence 

36 Gets the facts m 
a hurry 

37 Tax accts. 

38 Interjection 

39 Get away from 

40 Analyze 
grammatically 

ai Fabulously 

wealthy place 

43 More spooky 

44 Stevens ol 

opera 

45 Post's opposite 

46 Banker's 
interest 

48 Stratagem 

52 Swched 

53 Established 

55 Twinge 

56 Premier 

57 Knowledge 
handed down 

58 Church feature 

59 Hackneyed 

60 A Howard 



'"'TO. Vwkafiwvicea 
B ‘3Ms n-wrvea 


DOWN 

1 Grape region in 
Cai. 

2 Restrain 

3 Ferrite and 
ban me 

4 Fruit | 0 tly 
&35G 

5 Hon<?v per 

6 India-. irih“ 


7 Road sign, for 
short 

6 Mu. blend and 
mingle 

9 Elk 

10 Tel — 

1 1 Pine fruit 

12 Single 

14 Certain tissue 
growth 
18 Torpid 

22 Speak, in a way 

24 Dishonor 

25 Reduction 

26 Stairway parr 

27 lineage 

29 Madrid museum 

29 Blue Grotto 
P»Pce 

30 Put down 

31 light amplifier 
33 Kind t* oil 

36 Fine • -e 

37 Circumspec: 

39 Shamrock land 
*0 — tour 

Jmcy fruit 



noQnninnn hhob! 

' □nriH iDoon 
BODqH HBnnnnni 


pinna qrhh 





ssks* aaa 

isSSr'"'"* gg™ 

47 Possesses ,*L 


/ 








Economy 
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riNftNCIAL KAHK£ 

Housing BASK CIK?EM A KTAH - £KKB:s*'. ■ 

TtiEPHOW?. (.(,.• • i 6*5:13 
ORGWKED MAKE? SHA.SS MICE "1.7 ' fS TnKSU 


CtCiPANV ' 3 sake 


U»a BA.-1F. 

■JOKGAS NATIONAL SANK 
BS!IK or JOBOAll 

KIDDLE EAST :hVE 3 TKEVT bask. 
IhGL'STtUAL DE'.’EJ.OftlEMT BASK 

Tsr HOUETtJC BASK 
JOTDAS KUWAIT BASK 
ARAB JQRDA.1 JHVEStMEUT BASK 
.'JICAfl ISUlKIC SAUK 
Business BASK 

•kmban ihvestweut c piHhr.a: bahk 
BEIT ELKAL SAVIlGCInVESTMEi.-? m, 
AKiAn bank ran ikvestkent 

AHA3 BASTRlSO CORPORA riDV/JORD AH 
PHllAaeLPHIA IHVE3TKEHT HANK. 
•ORB AM riJTOASCE 


g.j:: 

:.;i: 

tl.r'j-; 

4i,3ii i.;s: 
:s3.cc: i.i:; 

Ao.-i-' 
n.fi: 
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W ARA6IM* SEAS IWSUJWICx 

I™ JERUSALEM lasuUHn' 


JERUSALEM :tJ5URAfJCT 

joroaii rurscH iiiu-jrahce 
U fHVfcJUUU. XNSUIUUICE 
AMD -IK t ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
AL-NISR AL-ARAB! INSURANCE 
JSIlSAKIU ELECTRIC TOWCR 

:ra:n dtsthic? ELEc?R:er?y 

JOROJUX NATIONAL SHIPP INC Lines 
JORDAN TOURISM & SKA COMPLEX 
NATIONAL PORT POL 10 SECURITIES 
BEAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 
JORDAN GULP REAL ESTATE INVESTM1H - 
PLTRA ENTRPRI5ES & EQUIPMENTS LEASING 
JOA£AK INTERNATIONAL TRA3IUG CENTER 
WACWlBAPr EWIF, RESTING t ^tt7lr7E^ANC■’ 
■JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION .■ ALRA'I 
JORDAN PRESS L PUBLISHING /AO-OVST9UR 
QglTCS HID CLE EAST L COHMCOOIU HOTELS 
ARAB INTER. TOR INvCSTMEilT t ECUCAT'ON 
RTTAHOEEP CONST. MATERIAL HAUL FACTUP INC 
THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 
JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
7JORDAN PETROLEUM REPXNARI 
WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL L AGRICULTURAL 
THE JORDAN WORSTED MILLS 
ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
-JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN OAIRF 

‘THE JTOOSiS PIPES HAMUF ACTOR INC 
'ARAB CHEMICAL DETERGENTS INDUSTRIES 
SPINNING L WEAVING 
.K3RDAN CLASS INDUSTRIES 
CAR AL DAWK DEVELOPMENT t INVELTKES? 

ARAB ImTSTHENT £ rHERMATIOHAL TRACE 
ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 
"GENERAL INVESTMENT 
JOPOAJI MEDICAL CORPORATION 
NATIONAL STEEL ITOU5TPT 
.NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

.INTERMEDIATE FETRO- CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
.JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 
UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
.ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIES L MATCH/JIMCO 
JORDAN PRECAST ttJHCRETF INDUSTRY 
JORDAN WOOD INDUSTRIES / JWICO 
NATIONAL CABLE E HIRE MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN SULPHO- CHEMICALS 
ARAB CENTER FOR PHARM. L CHEMICALS 
JORDAN KUWAIT CO. FOR AGRI . t FOOC PRDD . 
KAWTHER INVESTMENT 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 


NO. or TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 
TRADED VOLUME IN THE PARALLEL MARKET 


— — &JL 
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Cairo Amman Bank 


U.S. Dollar in Internstional Markets 



I'urrcnrt 
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1.4770 
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Eurocurrency Intnrosc Raw 

Data: 

13/7/1993 


Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

l .S. Dollar 

3.06 

3.1S 

3.37 

3.56 

Sterling Pound 

5.93 

5.S7 

5.75 

5.73 

Deutsche Mark 

7.3/ 

7.12 

6.93 

Willi 

Swiss Franc 

4.53 

4.50 

4.44 


French Franc 

S.IS 

7.75 

7.00 


Japanese Yen 

3.2 5 

3. IS 

3.K 

3 . 1 : 

Kurupean Currency l nil 

S.06 

7. SI 

7. IS 

6.75 
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Currency 


l .S. Dollar 

0 

.09 60 

0.7000 

Sterling Pound 

/ 

.02 92 

1.0343 

Deutsche Mark 

0 

.402S 

0.4046 

Swiss Franc 

■ 

.4557 

0.45S0 

French Franc 

■E 

.1180 

0.1166 

Japanese Yen 

0.6403 

0.6435 

Dutch Guilder 

0 

.3580 

0.3598 

Swedish Krona 

0 

.0870 

0.0874 

Italian Lira 

0.0439 

0.0441 

Belgian Franc 

0.01953 

0.01963 

Pit IOU 

Othwr Conwides 

Daw: 13/7/1993 

Currency 

Bid 

Offer j 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.6260 

■19 

Lebanese lira 

0 

0367 

0.0420 

Saudi Riynl 

0 

IS 57 

0.1666 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2 

2200 

2.2900 

Qatari Rival 

0. 

1&90 

0. 1932 

Egyptian Pound 

0. 

2000 


UAE Dirham 


0.1932 

Creek Drachma 

0 . 

2490 

0.3200 

Cypriot Pound 

1 . 

3450 

7.3750 



LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


V-S. 51.00 costs 


One sterling 
One opnee of gold 


1.2775/85 

1.7215/25 

1.9475//85 

.1.5228/35 

35.54/55 

5.871Q//60 

1587/1589 

108.80/90 

7.9680/780 

7.3400/500 

6.6850/950 

SI. 4820/30 

$391.20/391.70 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs . 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


China widens offensive to restore economic order 


PEKING (AFP) — The Chinese 
government widened its diffu- 
sive to cool off the economy 
Tuesday, ordering a halt to real 
estate speculation that has largely 
fueled overheated Investment 
and corruption. 

At the same time, Peking won 
unanimous support from the 
country's four main state-run 
banks for its decision last week to 
restrict credit. 

It also decided to review all 
new investment projects in an 
effort to centralise funds for in- 
frastructure, and would scrap 
those which did not meet criteria 
set down by the central govern- 
ment. 

Bolstered by this initial suc- 
cess, Zhu Rongji, the new central 
bank chief and vice premier in 
charge of the economy, shifted 
the focus of rhe offensive to the 
freewheeling real estate market. 


official reports said. 

Construction Minister Hou Jie, 
acting on Mr. Zhu's behalf, 
announced seven measures to 
crack down on the real estate 
market, they said, including an 
order for land administration de- 
partments, banks and financial 
institutions to break off all links 
with real estate businesses. 

Local governments must re- 
claim all land that was leased 
without the required licenses, 
Mr. Hou told a national meeting 
here of real estate officials. 

Construction of horse race 
tracks and golf courses would be 
banned without central govern- 
ment approval, he said, adding 
that investment in villas, holiday, 
resorts, luxury hotels and office 
buildings would be strictly li- 
mited. 

The cabinet was also preparing 
to dispatch an investigation team 


to the provinces, especially those 
on the coast, to review the 
thousands of special develop- 
ments that have mushroomed in 
the last year. 

Any zone that received legal 
authorisation, but was outside 
state limits on land development, 
would be stripped of its license. 
Licenses that have already been 
issued would be recalled. 

“Some zones set up without 
approval could be halted." the 
China Daily said. 

China's shift to a market eco- 
nomy last year opened the flood 
gates for widespread speculation 
in the real estate market, which 
lacks a regulatory framework. 
The afcense of adequate controls 
has had major repu rcussions, 
with scarce farmland being 
plowed under to make way for 
new projects and local banks 
H;ch;n C out loans to fund the 


highly speculative ventures. 

The rush to cash in on real 
estate has also spawned wide- 
spread official corruption, with 
state bankers and government 
officials using their powers to 
authorise unlicensed land deals. 

In the first five months of the 
year, real estate investment 
jumped 115 per cent. Last year, 
more than 240,000 hectares (5.9 
million acres) of land was set 
aside for real estate development, 
exceeding the central govern- 
ment's target by more than 
100,000 hectares. , 

In a bid to impose order, real 
estate agencies would be trimmed 
and registered. Mr. Hou said, 
and the government would intro- 
duce a bidding system for ail land 
and housing on sale. 

Money recovered from the 
crackdown on real estate separa- 
tion would go toward infrastruc- 


ture, including easing transporta- 
tion bottlenecks, and building 
sorely needed residential hous- 
ing, he said. . 

Meanwhile, the Agricultural 
Bank of China and the People's 
Construction Bank of China, 
Monday joined China's two other 
major state-run banks, the Bank 
of China and Industrial and Com- 
mercial Bank of China, in back- 
ing the central bank's order last 
week to halt irregular interbank 
lending and recall funds extended 
to non-financial institutions, the 
China Daily reported. 

The Agricultural Bank, in a 
meeting attended by Mr. Zhu, 
pledged reserve adequate funds 
to ensure farmers' incomes and a 
strong summer harvest. Peking is 
increasingly concerned by rural 
unrest, triggered by the state's 
failure to pay for crops and ram- 


pant grassroots corruption. 

China hopes that its economic 
rectification plan will bring eco- 
nomic growth this year down to 
about 10 per cent. Output in the 
first five months of this was 14 per 
cent higher than a year earlier. 

In another related develop- 
ment. the central government 
announced plans Monday to 
launch “trench warfare” against 
rampant tax fraud. 

The country's chief prosecutor, 
Zhao Dengfu, said the crack- 
down would focus on manufac- 
turing companies falsifying ex- 
port documents. Some 151 of 
these firms cheated the govern- 
ment of 203 million yuan (535 
million) last year. 

A special office would be set up 
in Shenzhen, China's first special 
economic zone bordering Hong 
Kong, to root out the illegal 
practice, Mr. Zhao said. 


Egypt starts work on 
second privatisation wave 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt, under 
pressure from the World Bank to 
speed up public sector reforms, 
has started to evaluate a second 
tranche of public sector com- 
panies for privatisation, a senior 
Official said Tuesday. 

Fouad Abdul Wahhab, chair- 
man of the Public Enterprise 
Office fPEO) overseeing Egypt's 
privatisation process, told Reu- 
ters his office sent out invitations 
last month to consultants to bid to 
evaluate more than 40 public 
sector firms. 

One of the consultants bidding 
said he expected 45 firms, which 
have been split into 20 groups, to 
be evaluated and ready for sale 
by early next year. 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


World Bank dissatisfaction 
with the pace of privatisation of a 
first tranche of 20 public firms 
Egypt targetted last year led the 
IMF earlier this year to delay 
approval of a new phase of re- 
forms, holding up Western debt 
forgiveness of more than S3 bil- 
lion. 

After two years of talking ab- 
out privatisation, Cairo has sold 
only a handful of companies from 
the huge, largely loss-making sec- 
tor that Egypt built up during 30 
years of socialist economic plan- 
ning. 

. The consultant said the 45 
firms of the second tranche came 
from all sectors, including indus- 
try and agriculture, unlike first 
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tranche companies which came 
chiefly from the relatively easy- 
to-sell tourism 

He added that a clear privatisa- 
tion procedure had now been set 
up to end what he called the 
“teething problems" of the first 
stage sell-offs, which have been 
delayed largely by arguments 
over evaluation of the firms. 

He said 21 consulting firms had 
now been approved by the PEO 
to work on evaluations. Each of 
the 19 holding companies which 
control the 300-odd firms in the 
public sector has been assigned 
five of the 11 consultants and 
sends them invitations to bid each 
time new businesses are to be 
evaluated. 


Unions’ bow to Murdoch puts 
New York Post back in print 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Unions 
agreed Monday to huge cuts in 
the New York Post's operating 
costs, keeping the bankrupt tab- 
loid afloat through its fourth crisis 
in five years. 

Though not all the Post’s em- 
ployees had agreed on new con- 
tracts, journalists and production 
workers returned to work to pub- 
lish a Tuesday edition. 

Publisher Rupert Murdoch 
closed the brash tabloid Friday 
after last-ditch negotiations with 
the unions failed to yield an 
agreement by his deadline. No 
edition was published Saturday or 
Monday; the tabloid has no Sun- 
day edition. 


Union leaders agreed Monday 
to the 56.2 million in reduced 
operating costs demanded by Mr. 
Murdoch, who said he has suf- 
fered 5300,000 a week losses at 
rhe Post since he took over man- 
agement of the paper in March. 

The media magnate has 
already invested S4 million in the 
newspaper, which he offered to 
repurchase once a final agree- 
ment with the unions is reached. 

Mr. Murdoch lost more than 
SI 00 million when he first owned 
the Post from 1976 to 1988. The 
Federal Communications Com- 
mission (FCC) forced him to sell 
it in 1988 qnder a regulation 


prohibiting ownership of a news- 
paper and television station in the 
same market. 

He offered to buy back the 
Post on March 25, saying he was 
prepared to take some losses at 
the newspaper if they could be 
limited. 

The Post has lost S8 million in 
the past five months and its cur- 
rent annual loss is estimated at 
512 million to $15 million. 

The FCC .grams Mr. Murdoch 
a waiver on its dual-ownership, 
single-market rule on June 29, 
clearing the way for the former 
Australian to proceed with the 
purchase. 
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Khmer Rouge offered government 
role, proposes joining army 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Khmer Rouge nominal leader 
Khieu Samphan proposed Tues- 
day that his guerrilla force merge 
with Cambodia’s new united 
armed forces and said his faction 
would happily accept a role in die 
coalition government. 

“We have proposed to estab- 
lish a quadripartite army so as to 
avoid clashes and conmmtation 
in the military field,” Mr. Khieu 
Samphan said. 

He said the offer was made 
during an audience with the 
Cambodian bead of state Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk “in the spirit 
of national reconciliation and in 
response to an appeal from His 
Royal Highness.” 

Mr. Khieu Samphan also said 
the Khmer Rouge would partici- 
pate “with pleasure” in the new 
government. 

Prince Sihanouk recently 
offered the recalcitrant faction a 
government role, a FUNGNPEC 
official said. 

The Khmer Rouge nominal 
leader told reporters that Prince 
Ranariddh said his father sug- 
gested giving the faction some 
ministerial posts. 

“If such is the case we would 
accept with pleasure in the spirit 
of national reconciliation. But for 
our part we demand no ministe- 
rial posts, only the role of coun- 
sellor,” Mr. Khieu Samphan said. 

But the FUNCINPEC official 
dismissed the idea that the 


Khmer Rouge’s ambitions ran 
only as for as an advisory role. 

“For the time bring they say 
they want an advisory role but 
they want very much to join the 
army and government,” he said. 

The military wings of the three 
main parties in the new govern- 
ment, FUNCINPEC. the smaller 
Buddhist Liberal Democratic 
Party and the former Phnom 
Penh regime, agreed recently to 
merge their forces into a new 
united army. 


Rouge leader’s proposal a pre- 
lude to peace. 

“We must keep our hopes high 
that it is a solution. It's at least 
the beginning of a dialogue that 
may lead to a final solution," Mr. 
Saoiy said. 

Gen. Sanderson was also hesi- 
tant to predict any immediate 
ease of tension on the battlefield. 

“Our position is one of brokers 


The peacekeepers said their 
concern was how to maintain the 
vurrent dialogue during the abs- 
ence of both Khieu Samphan and 
Prince Sihanouk. 

Khieu Samphan fled to Bang- 
kok Tuesday afternoon and the 
prince was scheduled to leave for 
North Korea on July IS and was 
not expected back until early 
September. 


trying to open up a dialogue on 
behalf of the Cambodian fac- 


But the FUNCINPEC official 
cautioned against premature 
optimism. 

“We have to set some condi- 
tions to test their sincerity. If they 
are sincere, first they should give 
back Preah Vihear Temple, stop 
all military activity and open up 
their zones,” he said. 

Mr. Khieu Samphan refused to 
say whether the Khmer Rouge 
would band back the 1,000-year- 
old temple, which it seized on 
July 7 in a pre-dawn raid. 


Speaking to the press after 
meeting with the deputy head of 
the U.N. peacekeeping mission 
Bchrooz Sadry and the Q.N. 
force commander Lieutenant- 
General John Sanderson, Mr. 
Khieu Samphan refused to say 
when the Khmer Rouge would 
join the Cambodian Armed 
Forces. 

Both U.N. officials were cau- 
tious about labelling the Khmer 


lions. But they have to decide the 
modalities of this (proposal). 
They have to decide it at the 
political level. Then they have to 
decide it at the military level,” he 
said. 

Frinoe Sihanouk’s decision to 
offer the Khmer Rouge a role in 
the government came as a sur- 
prise as the prince issued a state- 
ment last week saying that not a 
single member of the faction 
would either participate in the 
government or work as an advisor 
to it. 

The United States has stated 
that Khmer Rouge inclusion 
could be a barrier to aid for the 
country's cash strapped govern- 
ment 

Mr. Sadry did not wish to 
comment on whether aid could 
now be jeopardised. 

“It's too premature to talk in 
terms of tbrir involvement in any 
kind of government I think we 
are just talking now of the begin- 
ning of discussions,” he said. 


But Khmer Rouge spokesman 
Mak Ben and former ambassador 
to China Chan Youran, who flew 
into the capital with Mr. Khieu 
Samphan, will remain here along 
with two other advisors, Mr. Sad- 
ry said. 

Mr. Khieu Samphan did not 
say when he would return. 

“But he said he hoped to see 
me very soon,” Mr. Sadry said. 

Meanwhile Prince Ranariddh 
met with fellow . o-president of 
the coalition gin :rn merit Hun 
Sen to discuss tf, negotiations 
with the Khmer F >uge, a FUN- 
CINPEC official : iid. 


The official said be did not 
think that the Phnom Penh party 
would raise major objections to 
the inclusion of their arch foe in 
the new government. 

“The Paris agreement includes 
all four factious so we have to 
discuss (the Khmer Rouge's) 
role,” be said, referring to the 
1991 peace accord that brought a 
formal end to Cambodia's civil 


war. 


Gore vows quick aid for 
U.S. flood victims 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


ST LOUIS, Missouri (Agencies) 
— The raging Mississippi River 
began battering an area south of 
St Louis after causing widespread 
devastation in the midwest, des- 
troying crops and homes and 
leaving 300,000 people without 
safe chinking water. 

Vice President Ai Gore, on a 
tour of the flood-ravaged river 
basin, vowed to expedite federal 
aid to victims. 

“It's the worst flooding I've 
ever seen,” Mr. Gore said in St 
Louis. Earlier in the day, be told 
homeowners in Illinois that feder- 
al relief could arrive by the fol- 
lowing day. 

Thousands were forced to 
evacuate their homes in Des 
Moines, Iowa because of flooding 
and the city’s water system was 
tainted by flood water. 

Officials said the dty could be 
without potable drinking water 
for up to a month. 

Residents carrying plastic jugs 
lined up for their five-gallon (19- 
litre) rations of drinking water in 
the flood-stricken Des Moines 
area, and hundreds of midwester- 
ners were inoculated against 
water-borne diseases. 

The rain-swollen Mississippi 
River and its tributaries con- 
tinued to swallow up land Tues- 
day in the upper midwest as 
residents and National Guards- 
men piled sandbags to try to save 
homes and businesses. 

Damage across the region will 
far exceed the SI .2 billion in aid 


announced by President Bill Clin- 
ton last week. Gov. Terry Bran- 
stad said. Gov. Brans tad said be 
will ask the government to de- 
dare all of Iowa a disaster area. 

The flooding has caused at 
least 19 deaths, 13 in Missouri. 
The Red Cross said more than 
7,600 homes were 


or 


destroyed in Minnesota, Wiscon- 
sin, £outh Dakota, Nebraska, 


Iowa, Kansas, Missouri and Illi- 
nois. 


No looting has been reported, 
but some residents still feared 
losing their belongings. In West 
Alton, Mo., Michael Payeur re- 
fused to leave his waterlogged 
home and relied on supplies 
brought to him by boat by lus 
daughter. 

“There’s looters out here,” he 
said. “They can get in and out” 
Water patrolman Don Carna- 
han navigated the West Alton 
area with care. “You got to watch 
the road signs,” he said. “They’ll 
sure cut a hole in the boat." •• 


Gonzalez names new cabinet 


MADRID (R) — Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez Tuesday 
named a new 18-member cabinet, a month after he was returned 
to office in a general election, a government spokesman said. The 
new cabinet included eight new ministers with three women and 
sue independents. Four ministers retained their posts. Deputy 
Prime Minister Narris Serra was among those who kept their jobs. 
He will take on additional responsibilities for coordinating 
economic policy. Mr. Serra and Foreign Minister Javier Solana, 
who also retained his post, were the only two to have been in the 
cabinet since the Socialists first came to power in 1982. Mr. 
Gonzalez created a new Ministry of Commerce and Tourism, 
which will take over some responsibilities from the Industry 
Ministry, and a new Ministry of the Prime Minister's Office, 
which will combine the roles the government spokesperson and 
the prime ministerial secretariat. 


French court confirms scandal sentence 


Mr. Gore visited Lemay. Mo., 
and Grafton, TU., Monday. The 
water was so high he had to duck 
when his boat passed under pow- 
er lines. He also took a helicopter 
tour and said in wonder, "you 
can’t even tell where the Missis- 


sippi begins and the farmland 
ends.” 


Mr. Gore talked to the presi- 
dent by phone and then assured 
residents there would be a “fore- 
ceful, coordinated response.” 


Russia calls for immediate 


ceasefire in Abkhazia 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia cal- 
led Tuesday for an immediate 
ceasefire in Georgia’s breakaway 
province of Abkhazia, ahead of a 
new round of negotiations on the 
bloody conflict by senior officials 
from Russia, Georgia and 
Abkhazia. 

Russia was calling on all parties 
to force an immediate agreement 
“as Moscow did on June 26," said 
Russian Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Sergei Yasnjembski. 

Speaking after a first round of 
negotiations held Monday failed 
to bring a truce, the spokesman 
deplored “the pursuit of this 
murderous conflict." 

Georgian officials have alleged 
Russian troops are backing the 


separatists in their independence 
struggle, which has killed at least 
2,000 people since it broke out 11 
months ago. 

A second round of three-way 
talks was scheduled to take place 
later Tuesday, 

Russian Foreign Mi er 

Andrei Kozyrev and & tty 

Minister Victor Baranniko :re 

to join Georgian and Abn .azi 
officials in the talks. 

Deputy Foreign Minister Boris 
Pastukov, Russia’s represenative 
at Monday's round, said the talks 
broke down over the Abkhazi 
separatists’ demand to bring their 
parliament back to the province's 
capital Sukhumi after the with- 
drawal of Georgian forces. 


U.S. to press N. Korea to 
open nuclear 


sites 


GENEVA (R) — The United 
States is expected to press North 
Korea Wednesday to accept in- 
ternational inspections of two 
suspected nuclear sites — or face 
the threat of U.N. sanctions. 

The two countries, ideological 
foes for almost half a century, ate 
resuming talks after a break of 
just over a month in a bid to 
defuse the crisis over Pyon- 
gyang's announcement in March 
Sat it was pulling out of a key 
nuclear treaty. 

The eariier talks, held at the 
United Nations in New York, 
ended with North Korea agreeing 
to suspend its threat to withdraw 
from the 1968 nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT), a 
bulwark against the spread of 
atomic weapons. 

But, in the run-up to this 
week’s new round, U.S. leaders 
have issued a series of stern warn- 
ings that North Korea is beading 


for trouble if it continues to re- 
fuse access to suspected nuclear 
facilities. 

At issue are two sites near its 
Yongbyon reactor, 95 kilometres 
north of Pyongyang. Washington 
suspects materials for midear 
weapons are being developed 
there but North Korea says they 
arc secret conventional military 
sites. 


U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher told North Korea 
last week that Washington would 
not Jet the talks drag on inde-- 
finitely. South Korea, has accused 
the North of stalling to gain time 
for its nudear plans. 


If we can t resolve the prob- 
lem... we U turn to the U.N. and 
see it addressed at the U.N ” 
Mr. Christopher said, adding that 
the United States had already 
begun to consider what kind of 
sanctions might be imposed. 


PARIS (R) — A French appeal court Tuesday confirmed a 
four-year prison sentence on the former head of the National 
Blood Bank, Michel Garretta, for knowingly distributing AIDS- 
contaminated blood products to haemophiliacs. The court, ruling 
after an appeal hearing of former- health officials accused of 
involvement In -France’s worst modern health scandal, also 
confirmed that Jean-Pierre Allain, ex-director of transfusion 
research, should serve four years with two suspended. Mr. 
Garretta and Mr. Allain were the principal defendants in a 
scandal in which some 1,250 haemophiliacs were infected — of 
whom more than 300 have died. During the six-week hearing, 
which ended last month and was effectively a retrial, they and two 
other former health officials faced charges of fraud, criminal 
negligence and failure to assist persons in danger over the 
contaminated transfusions in the period up to the e„d of 1985. 


14 die in S. Africa township violence 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Gunmen firing at random from a 
moving car killed 14 people and injured 11 in two South African 
black townships on the eve of renewed peace talks in the 
Johannesburg region Tuesday. Police spokesman Piet Van 
Deventer said nine were killed on the streets of adjoining 
Sebokeng and Evaton townships, 50 kilometres south of Johan- 
nesburg. Another five victims died of their wounds in Sebokeng 
Hospital following the shooting spree which erupted at 7:45 p.m. 


Monday, The violence happened on the eve of talks in Johannes- 
burg between Nelson Mandela’s African National Congress 
(ANC) and its main black political rival, Mangosuthn Buthelezi’s 


Inkatba Freedom Party (iFP). 

Malawi talks collapse 


LILONGWE (AFP) — Talks between the Malawi government 
and the opposition on the formation of the interim national 
councils to run the country until general elections have collapsed, 
opposition and government sources indicated Tuesday. It was 
undear when the talks between the opposition coalition of the 
Public Affairs Committee (PAC) and tne government's Presiden- 
tial Committee on Dialogue (PCD), which began late last month, 
would resume. At a crucial, meeting on June 21, the opposition 
and the government agreed the PAC would operate alongside 
parliament and the cabinet to oversee a transition to multi-party 
politics through the National Executive Council (NEC) and the 
National Consultative Council (NCC), following the rejection of 
continued single-party rule in a referendum on June 14. But when 
parliament met on June 29, it simply withdrew a bill to legalise the 
formation of the two councils, without explanation. 


Police checkpost attacked in Karachi 


KARACHI (AFP) — Unidentified men opened fire on a police 
checkpoint in Karachi Tuesday wounding a policemen as tensions 
mounted following the arrest of dozens of opposition supporters 
in the southern Pakistani dty. Vehicles and a petrol station were 
set ablaze in unrest overnight Tuesday after the arrest since 
Sunday of more than 150 activists of the Mohajir Qaumi 
Movement (MQM), an ethnic party based in the southern 
province of Sindh, police chief R.K. Brohi told a press confer- 
ence.. One constable was shot in the chest in the attack on the 
police post but was out of danger, hospital sources said. The 
MQM is campaigning for by-elections scheduled to be held on 
July 22. The local administration in the MQM’s urban strongholds 
of Karachi and Hyderabad have refused to allow electoral rallies 
and protests have turned into confrontations with the police. 


Clinton approval rating set at 45% 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. President Bill Clinton failed to 
-• «»»»* ***• "ublic despitw apparently 


improve his job rating with the public despite apparent 
overshadowing foreign leaders at the Tokyo summit, according to 
a CNN/USA Todav/Gallup poll. It said that on June 30 before last 
week's Group of Seven summit, Mr. Clinton has a job approval 
rating of 46 per cent while 47 per cent disapproved. The rest did 
not have an opinion. In the new poll, July 9 through 11, his 
approval was one percentage point lower at 45 per cent, while 48 
per cent disapproved of his handling of the presidential job. The 
poll of 1,002 adults had a margin of error of plus or minus three 
percentage points. On Mr. Ginton's handling of the economy, 60 
per cent disapproved while 34 per cent approved in the latest 
survey, similar to June 30 when 35 per cent approved and 59 per 
cent disapproved. This was despite Mr. Ginton’s widely publi- 
cised claims at the summit that progress made on a tariff reduction 
plan and on trade with Japan would help create U.S. jobs. 


Aerial photograph of burning bouses Tuesday after an earthquake measuring 7.8 on the Richter Scale 
hit Okushiri Island in northern Japan (AFP photo) 


240 feared dead in Japanese quake 


ESASHI, Japan (AFP) — Two 
and for 


hundred and' forty people were 
feared dead Tuesday after a ma- 
jor earthquake rocked northern 
Japan, triggering tidal waves, 
landslides and fires on the island 
of Okushiri northwest of here. 

The tremour, the strongest to 
bit Japan in 10 years, devastated 
a wide area around the Sea of 
Okhotsk with at least three peo- 
ple reported dead or missing in 
the Russian far east and ships 
sunk in South Korea, reports, 
from Moscow and Seoul said. 

Officials said Tuesday 71 peo- 
ple died and another 169 were 
missing and feared dead. 

Hundreds of rescue workers 
began arriving on Okushiri in the 
afternoon, almost 18 hours after 
the undersea quake, measuring 
7.8 on the open-ended Richter 
Scale, struck the west coast of 
Hokkaido, Japan's northern- 
most island. 

Fires sparked by broken gas 
lines devoured at least half of the 
680 bourses in Aonae, a fishing 

S >rt on the southern tip of 
kushiri. 

“About 60 per cent of the town 
was completely destroyed and 
half of the town was on fire when 
I flew over it,” a helicopter pilot 
said. 

The island was battered by a 
series of Tsunami, or tidal waves, 
up to five metres high overnight, 
sweeping away houses, boats and 
cars. 

The first quake, which had an 
epicentre north of Okushiri, 
occur ed late Monday and was 
followed by a series of after- 
shocks. 

Many of the initial victims were 
buried in the two-storey Hotel 
Yoyoso, which collapsed in the 
quake. Others were feared killed 
as tidal waves swept away houses 
and also destroyed a breakwater 
in the port. 

“I saw the river's water level 
rise suddenly,” one man said in a 
televised interview as he stood in 
front of the remains of his bat- 


tered home, which had been 
moved several metres. 

“I ran away but the water ran 
faster. Then I fell down and was 
drinking salty water,” he said. 

The island’s airport was closed 
and ferry services linking 
Okushiri with the port of Esashi 
on Hokkaido were suspended. 

In South Korea, rescue work- 
ers said the earthquake threw up 
a three-metre tidal wave, which 
hit the east coast of the country. 

Fifteen fishing boats, including 
the 10-tonne Yongbokho, were 
sunk and 11 damaged after the 
tidal wave hit the Kangwan pro- 
vince towns of Sampo and Sok- 
cho, some 170 kilometres north- 
west of Seoul, as well as Ulong 
Island in the Sea of Japan. 

Reports from Moscow indi- 
cated at least three dead on Rus- 
sia’s far eastern coast. Communi- 
ties around the coastal town of 
Nakhodka were evacuated. 

In Esashi, some 60 kilometres 
southeast of Okushiri, rescue 
workers were frantically ferrying 
supplies of fresh vegetables and 
rice to a Maritime Safety Agency 
patrol vessel moored offshore. 

In the parking lot at the Esashi 
ferry terminal, several cars here 
piled up or overturned after being 
hit by big waves. Another 30 
vehicles were believed to have 
been tossed into the harbour. 

Masamori Hirose, a 52-year- 
old owner of a souvenir shop, 
said he was driving his car past 
the town hall when the quake hit 
lx car started rolling. Then I 


Hakodate, some 50 kilometres 
away, although traffic was snll 
running normally. 

Prime Minister Kiichi Miyaza- 
wa interrupted campaigning for 


Sunday's election ■ and was ex- 
pected to arrive in Hakodate later 


Tuesday before travelling to the 


island Wednesday. 

“It was extremely awful and 
sad,” Mr. .Miyazawa said. 

Hundreds of police and Self- 
Defence Forces troops started 
resvue operations before dawn 
and began flying to Okushiri by 
helicopter in the afternoon after 
being delayed by bad weather. 

Katsumasa Abe, a professor at 
the Earthquake Research Insti- 
tute of Tokyo University, said the 
tremor was one of the strongest, 
ever in the area and greater than 
one in 1983 which claimed 104 
lives and injured 163. 


was suddenly getting tossed 
around really .violently,'’ he said. 


Another tremor in Hokkaido 
in January also measured 7.8 on 
the Richter Scale, leaving one 
dead and more than 350 injured. 

The powerful earthquake that 
jolted northern Japan Monday 
has rekindled fears of a repeat of 
the 1923 quake disaster that left 
100,000 dead in the capital. 

In Tokyo, where the earth 
periodically shakes, experts have 
been on the alert for the past two 
months due to the intensity of 
seismic activity in the Izu-Hanto 
peninsula, 100 kilometres south- 
west of the capital. 

Some 9,000 jolts, more than 
170 of them felt by the populace, 
have been recorded. 


adding that there was a flash in 
the sky before the city blacked 

'latoru Sakain :o, a local 
sanitation official, said he was in 
his house at the time of the 
quake. 

“I felt a big jolt. I ran outside 
and was thrown up and down,” 
he said. 

Cracks could be seen along the ' 
highway between Esashi and 


“We expect the- tremors to 
continue in the Izu peninsula and 
special caution is necessary for 
earthquakes with a large intensi- 
ty," said Kiyoo Mogj, chairman 
■of the Construction Ministry’s 
coordination committee for ear- 
thquake prediction. 

A major earthquake in the 
Izu-Hanto peninsula would cause 
widespread damage in Tokyo, 
according to Japanese seismolog- 
ists. 



A boat sits ou the pier after the earthquake triggered a tidal wave which hit the northern coast 
of Japan (AFP photo) 


Nigeria Social Democrats reject fresh polls 


ABUJA (R) — Nigeria's Social 
Democratic Party rejected Tues- 
day proposed new presidential 
elections, saying the military gov- 
ernment should accept the self- 
declared victory of the SDP 
candidate in last month's annul- 
led poll. 


“Now they (the government) 
have opted for fresh elections we 
are not ready to participate in 
fresh polls,” Tony Anenih, chair- 
man of the centre-left SDP, told 
Reuters. “There was nothing 
wrong with the last election.” 
With less than seven weeks to 
go before a planned handover of 
power to civilians, Nigeria's milit- 
ary rulers said Monday fresh vot- 
ing was needed following the 
annulment of the June 12 ballot. 


An SPD boycott could force 
the government to delay for a 
fourth time its transition to civi- 
lian rule programme. 

'Let it be known that there is 
no alternative to the choice of a 
president for this country other 
than by democratic election,” 
said a communique issued after 
Monday's meeting of senior milit- 
ary and police officers. 

Mr. Anenih, a former senior 
police officer, accused the gov- 
ernment of trying to prolong its 


rule of Africa’s most populous 
nation. 

SDP candidate Moshood 
AbioLa claimed victory in the 
scrapped election that led to the 
country’s most serious political 
turmoil in a decade. 

"I don’t think the government 
in thinking of having elections 
between nerw and Aug. 27,” Mr. 
Anenih said, referring to the 
handover date. 

He said he believed the govern- 
ment was hoping the SDP and its 
sole rival, the centre-right 
National Republican Convention 
(NRC) would ask for an exten- 
sion to the transition date in 
order to prepare for the new poll. 

“That is the hidden agenda.” 
he said. 

The military leadership re- 
jected a propOMl on an interim 
government which the two army- 
created political parties had 
agreed to after military President 
Ibrahim Babangida told them to 
either choose fresh polls or a 
temporary administration. 

Mr. Anenih said the SDP 
opted for the interim arrange- 
ment for the sake of peace and 
"because it was the only way 
out.” 

NRC officials said the party’s 
Jeaderes would meet Tuesday to 


consider the government’s deci- 
sions. 

The NRC had sought a fresh 
election and blamed its poor per- 
formance in the June poll on low 
voter turnout. 

“They are ready for elections 
bevause they were the loser," 
Mr. Anenih said. 

On Monday, the military lead- 
ership said it was committed to 
handing power to civilians next 
month. 


Rome shows open 
with bold colours, 
jungle prints 


ROME (R) — Rome’s autumn 
and winter haute couture fashion 
shows opened with loud bursts of 
tangerine and pink, and bimttng 
zebra prints straight from the 
l oc al zoo. In a show that had 
models dancing and hopscotdnng 
down the catwalk, men s dotting . 
designer Osvaldo Testa offered - 
warn colours and prints 
jungle beat. His zoopnn te^oa . 
everything from Sherlock 
caps to waistcoats — 
audience slackjawed. Models 
strode down the runway .jflke 
kings of the jungle in zebr*«ri£e " 
jackets with jet-black anus. 
Leopard spots were everywhere 

even on waistcoats worn under: 

green corduroy morning coats. $ 
made these clothes to savette. 
beasts," said Testa, who wore a 
simple khaki suit and leopard- 
print tie. “I'd much ratberiee 
beasts printed on clothes than, 
dead ” he told Reuters: Midway 
through the show. Teste aban- 
doned the safari and trekked to 
the Scottish highland, moon* 
tartans, tweeds, corduroy; and 
velvet with bravado. Testa said 
he believes velvet possesses^, 
magical element touching it is Kke 
dreaming. "It's like stroking vp 
kind of glorious skin, he said. - 
Velvet tartan jackets, chalk- 
stripe double-breasted suits, and 
velvet corduroy trousers played 
the leading role in his fall and 
winter collection. Testa also play- 
ed daringly with plaids, using as 
many as five different tartans for 
one jacket. He often paired the 
mismatched jackets with check- 
ered tweed trousers. 




Thieves rob 
prison in 
S. Africa 


“The armed forces wish to 
reassure our citizens of their com- 
mitment to 27th of August and to 
make this administration the last 
military administration in the 


-““VMI XIA Utc 

said the statement 


issued by the senior officers. 

The generals called on the two 
political parties to help them 
achieve the transition. 


The government had said it 
scrapped last month’s elections 
considered by local and foreim 
observers to have been generally 
free and fair, because of malprac- 
tices, including bribery of offi- 
. cials. 

Lagos and other southwestern 
Nigenan cities where Mr. Abiola 
is widely supported were hit by 
massive anti-government protests 
last week. 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
Three brazen thieves held up the 
bail office at a prison, takioi 
70,000 rand (S21.000), a new^ 
paper reported. The three armed 
robbers entered the Diepkloof 
Prison in the Soweto black 
township Sunday without raising 
suspicion. They then forced an 
official in the bail office to open 
the safe and they made off with 
all the cash, the Citizen newspap- 
er said. Police and prison officials 
said they could not explain how 
armed robbers entered the prison 
and the bait office without being 
noticed. Crime is rampant 
throughout South Africa, but the 
latest robbery appeared to be a 
first. Danie Immelman, a spokes- 
man for the Prisons Department, 
said he had never before heard of 
a prison .being robbed. In another 
unusual criminal case, police said 
they had arrested two men and 
recovered a stolen truck that was 
carrying a radioactive soil testing 
device. However, the device itself 
remained missing. Police spokes- 
man Warrant Officer Andy Peike 
said there was still no sign of the 
device, which could unleash 
radiation in a five-kilometre# 
radius if damaged. The veh*S,j' 
was stolen last Thursday. Car and 
truck hijackings have become 
common around Johannesburg. 


China’s richest 
village thwarts 
theft of $20m 


HONG KONG (AFP) — A 
cashieT in China's richest village 
disappeared, taking with him 
nearly $20 million worth of 
shares, a report said Tuesday. 
But authorities in Lower Takeng, 
in the Longgang district of the 
Shenzhen special economic zone, 
managed to save most of their 
Shares and deposits worth 115 
million yuan ($20 million) after, 
the cashier vanished about 
weeks ago, the China News Ser- 
vice reported. The villagers did 
not realise most of the invest- 
ments were in the cashier’s name, 
the report said. The cashier, who 
was not identified, had obtained a 
U.S. passport in December last 
year. He has been arrested. Low- 
er Takeng became China's richest vfflaze 
after land sales for the construct- 
tion of a nuclear power plant at 
Daya Bay, a joint venture be- 
row" S'^^Hong Kong, In 

600,000 yuan from land sales in 
an investment company, which 

071 ■ the Shenzhen Stock 
Exchange in June 1991 . 


Woman who cutoff 
husband’s organ 
seeks divorce 


WASHINGTOr 
American woma 
cutting off her J 

has filed f OT 

Washington Post 
day. In her suit 
Virginia, Leonor 
said her husban< 
Bobbitt, was gui 
sexual abuse.” H 
statement, calling 
"desperate excus 
tion. Mr. Bobbitt 
a 9-16 hour opera 
his penis and has 

to consider sellii 
Washington Post 
lawyer told the P, 
not ruled out di 
Police reported tj 
that she cut off 
Penis as he slept, 
had raped her. 
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Marseille h^ss accuses 
inves^^ ^rs of using 
4iier 9 methods 
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tors of using “gangster” methods 
in the soccer bribes scandal that 
has left his political ambitions 
increasingly exposed. 

The former government minis- 
ter launched his attack as 
Marseille player Jean- Jacques 
Eydelie was released from cus- 
tody, a day after embarrassing his 
ling "* 1 ' ™ Waters by going back on his 
jq 6 ^ denial of involvement in attempts 
to bribe Valenciennes players. 

Eydelie remains charged with 
corruption. Jean-Pienre Bernes, 
the Marseille general manage r, is 
the only person left in custody of 
the five people charged. He still 
denies offering money to three 
Valenciennes players on the eve 
of a league match. 

Mr. Tapie said, in an interven- 
tion with the Marseille newspaper 
Le Soir, that “no serious, real 


II nd ^ 


v ‘‘ Le Soir, that “no serious, real 
. n Siti[ - . proof of Olympique Marseille’s 
' guilt” had been found by investi- 

he gators. 
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The outspoken Marseille own- 
er also cast doubt on the way in 
which Eydelie changed bis evi- 
dence to investigating magistrate 
* v Bernard Beffy. 

“The methods being used to 
make people talks are those nor- 
•*■ mally used by the big gangsters.” 
*=• He added: “The means by 
which custody orders, seizure of 
documents and raids have been 
carried out are unique in police 
history.” 

Mr. Tapie faces a related inves- 
tigation into claims that he 
offered money to Valenciennes 
coach Boro Primorac to take the 

V blame for the bribes scandal. 

V He has denied the accusations 
,fg(; and countered in the interview 
7^ that despite the increasing press- 

ure he had no intention of auit- 
!' ting the club, French champions 
and winners of the European 
2 ' Championship Cup. 
r ) “I will not abandon my ship 


until it is safely back in port,” be 
said. “Now is the time when. he 
need even greater means to face” 
the crisis. 

Mr. Tapie admitted that the 
front page revelations that have 
kept the French public spell- 
bound for the past two weeks 
were taking a toil on Marseille's 
image. 

He told Le Soir that of the 500 
concerns prepared to take a 
shareholding in the champion 
dub before the bribes inquiry was 
launched only about 20 remained. 

The revelations have already 
had a negative effect on his poli- 
tical dealings. 

Mr. Tapie, a businessman ty- 
coon turned politician, was minis- 
ter of urban affairs in the last 
Socialist government. He is said 
to have ambitions to become 
mayor of Marseille on the back of 
. the football dub's success as a 
launchpad for a return to the 
national political stage. 

But last week Socialist Party 
leader Michel Roc&rd called off a 
meeting with its Radical Left 
Movement ally, because Mr. 
Tapie was scheduled to be among 
the radicals' delegation. 

Mr. Rocard’s decision has 
caused a split between the two 
parties. But the former prime 
minister justified this by saying: 
“It would only have become a 
Rocard-Tapie press conference 
on Olympic Marseille.” 

Edouard Bahadur, the ament 
prime minister, has also criticised 
football’s leaders for displaying 
“a disgraceful example” to the 
nation's youth. 

Eydelie's decision to change his 
evidence clearly astounded and 
embarrassed the Marseille dub 
hierarchy. 

Berness lawyer, Jean-Loois 
Pelletier, said the decision to free 
Eydeb'e on bail was “a reward’’ 
for the turnaround. Eydelie's 
change came, though, just after 
his wife told investigators that 



Bernard Tapie 

Bernes had pressured her hus- 
band into offering the brides. 

Pelletier joined the attack on 
the way in which the investigation 
was being handled in Valentien- 
nes by Judge Beffy and state 
prosecutor Eric de Montgolfier. 

He said he would apply Tues- 
day for the case to be transferred. 
Eydelie said through his lawyer 


Patrick Lefedvre that players 
were increasingly being manipu- 
lated by their club owners. 

Mr. Lefevere said this kind of 
scandle “happens more often in 
Argentina and Italy where all the 
games are fixed. 

“My client considers that this 
affair has gone over the heads of 
the players who are manipulated 
by the leaders of football dubs,” 
added the lawyer. 

Evidence of other attempts to 


buy matches, based on Eydelie’s 
new account, will be passed to the 
prosecution department in 
Marseille, the Valendennes pro- 
secutor said. 

“Jean-Jacques Eydelie did 
raise a rather dubious system,” 
said Mr. De Montogolner, in 
giving an account of a meeting 
between the player and the inves- 
tigating magistrate. 

“The most serious elements, 
though not very substantial for 
the moment, naturally concern 
his dub.” 

Mr. De Montgolfier added: 
“Eydelie gave an overall impress- 
ion of an environment that was so 
unappetising, that at one stage 
the magistrate asked him: ‘Are 
there any matches that are not 
fixed.’ His response was ‘1 think 
so.’” 


Tour de France Riders 
ponder Indurain’s invincibility 


VILLARD-DE-LANS, France 
(R) — Hie mountains hove into 
view at the Tour de France Tues- 
day but riders had their sights 
instead on die towering stature of 
the apparently invincible Miguel 
Indurain. 

The Spaniard grabbed back the 
leader's yellow jersey in Mon- 
day’s ninth stage with one of the 
devastating time trial perform- 
ances for which be is famed. 

It was the sixth time the yellow 
jersey had changed hands in this 
year’s race but riders spent their 
rest day pondering whether there 
was even a remote chance of it 
finding a new owner before the 
Tour ends in Paris on July 25. 

Indurain, winner of the Tour 
for the past two years, seems 
firmly in control even before the 
race crosses its first mountain 
pass Wednesday with the tough 
stage from Villa rd-De-Lans to 
serre -Chevalier in the Alps. 

His perennial rival Claudio 
Chiappucci of Italy, relegated to 
14th place more than five minutes 
behind, had no doubts about it. 

“Of course I will attack him in 
the mountains," he said. “I 
couldn’t do otherwise. But you 
can’t forget Indurain will have 
another time trial just before 
Paris. 

“I'm very disappointed but I 
think that beating him is practi-. 
cally impossible.” 

Before the race started, Indu- 
rain seemed to have four serious 
rivals — Chiappucci, world cham- 
pion Gianni Bugno of Italy and 
the Swiss pair of Alex ZueUe and 
Tony Rominger. 

Of these, only Bugno is re- 
latively close, fourth overall and 
two minutes 32 seconds down. 

Bugno, while not sounding 
over-confident, was not quite 
prepared to accept that the race 
was over. 

“For me and for the climbers, 
the Tour starts tomorrow,” he, 
said. “I hope it won’t be just 
racing for second place.” 

But he acknowledged Indu- 


rain’s supremacy against 
dock. “We have to admit i 


the 
once 

and for all that he’s in a class of 
his own in time trials,” the Italian 
said. 

“He’s much too strong and 
once you accept that principle, 
you can’t be too disappointed. 

“The one thing I regret is that 
he’s the same age as me. If things 
bad been better, God would have 
pot me in competition with his 
Brother.” 

Curiously, Monday's time trial 
at the Lac De Madine had an 
Indurain first and last. 

Younger brother Prudendo 
was 171st, 17 minutes 48 seconds 
behind the champion and would 
probably have been eliminated 
on time delay had Miguel not lost 
several seconds after a puncture. 

Former champions Laurent 
Fignon, who is 37th, and Greg 
Lemond, not taking port, believe 
Indurain could have problems in 
the mountains if all his rivals 
persistently attack. 

But both said they feared 
everyone would tacitly accept In- 
durain’s invincibility and watch 
each other as they eyed the 
chances of finishing second or 
third. 

Dutch rider Eric Breuidnk, 
who started as an outsider but is 
now Indurain's closest rival at 
one minute 35 seconds, has 
already said he would not attack 
in the next two tough mountain 
stages in the Alps. 

'Tf we come out of the Alps 
with the same time gap, I could 
attack in the Pyrenees, he said. 
“In the Alps’ the important thing 
will be not to lose time.” 

The only rider playing down 
Indurain's prospects in Indurain 
himself. “Everything starts now,” 
he said. “Chiappucci is a long 
way back but he’s on his favourite 
terrain. 

"Bugno is dangerous because 
he’s a lot more relaxed than 
usual. 

“The decision will be made in 
the next two days. No-one 



Miguel Indurain 

knows, me no better than anyone 
else, how your body will react to 
passing suddenly ftom the flat to 
the mountains. 

“For 10 days we’ve been riding 
at 45 kph on average. One bad 
day in the mountains and you 
could lose minutes. 

“Everyone will want to attack 
me on Wednesday and I'm afraid 
I won't be able to reply. I’m 
heavy. I don't have the same 
assets as Chiappucci, Bugno and 
Rominger who carry 10 or 15 kgs 
less than me up the climbs.” 

It is the same old Indurain 


refrain but, in the past, he has 
proved a much better climber 
than he cares to admit and he has 
the invaluable support of his 
Banesio ream, packed with moun- 
tain experts. 

Davide Boifava, manager of 
Chiappucri's Carrera team, has a 
totally different way of looking at 
it. 

“The course was made for In- 
durain. They've killed "off the 
Tour before it got halfway,” he 
said. “We can sit back in our 
annehairs and wait quietly till we 
reach Paris." 


Sydney welcomes IOC report, but remains cautious 


SYDNEY (R) — Olympic bid 
officials Tuesday welcomed a 
technical report which put Syd- 
„• ney firmly ahead in the chase for 
r the 2000 games but warned their 
-. quest was “still not in the bag.” 
“We are pleased with the result 
? . but I think it is also important to 
?u< bring imo.it a note of caution,” 
Bruce Baird, the senior politician 
L» in charge of the Australian bid, 
told reporters. 

Mr. Baird said although Barce- 
■ Iona and Atlanta were both rank- 
ed by Olympic inspectors as the 
-- best technical bids for the 1992 
-■* and 1996 games, Sait Lake City 
was also ranked first technically 
A. for the 1998 Winter Olympics but 


t 


: tor the 1998 Winter Olympics but 

p Jfclost out to the Japanese city of 
’ Nagoya. 

“It (Salt Lake City) nearly 
•went out in the first round of 
voting, the same could happen to 
us,” Mr. Baird said. 

The International Olympic 
Committee's (IOC) technical re- 
port, released officially Tuesday 


after a draft version was leaked 
last week, said the Sydney bid 
exceeded the IOC criteria for the 
Olympic facilities. 

“If you look at the 23 things 
that matter on the technical side, 
the Sydney bid is bloody nearly 
perfect,” one IOC official told 
Reuters in London. . 

But Mr. Baird said the games 
venue, to be decided on Sept. 23 
in Monte Carlo, wass still not in 
the bag. “The numbers are tight 
and anybody that suggests other- 
wise is fooling themselves," he 
said. 

Mr. Baird said he still believed 
Peking was Sydney's major oppo- 
nent, although Manchester came 
out more favourably than the 
Chinese capital in the IOC tech- 
nical report. 

The other dries in the six-way 
race for the games are Berlin, 
Istanbul and Brasilia. 

The reports, compiled by a 
11-man IOC inquiry team which 
visited the bidding dries in March 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HffiSCH 
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HIGH ROAD, LOW ROAD 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

#K 

9 KQ 8 3 
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WEST 
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The bidding: 
South West 

North 

East 


1 ? 

Pass 

2 NT 

Pan 
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3 0 

Pass 

4 NT 

Pass 
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Opening lead: Queen of # 

There are bands where you have 
more than one way to make the 
contract. Sometimes, the line you 
choose is dictated by the opening 
lead Consider this example from 
the recent European Junior 

f! hnTn p inna>iip fi- 

Seven hearts was reached by sev- 
eral taMnwa. On the auction shown, 
two no trump was a forcing raise in 
hearts arid three diamonds prom- 


ised a singleton. Since North knew 
that the dub loser would go on the 
ace of spades, the grand slam was a 
good shot. 

West led a club and South made 
short work of the hand. Declarer 
won. cashed the king of spades and 
ace of itimnnwil^ then ruffed a dia- 
mond. After cashing the ace of 
spades for a dub discard from the 
table, declarer crossruffed the hand, 
scoring in all two spades, a diamond 
and a dub and nine trump tricks via 
ruffing four black losers is dummy 
and five diamonds in the dosed 
hand— 13 tricks in aU. 

Against the grand «lmn, a 
trump was led at another table. Now 
declarer could no longer collect 
enough tricks through a crossruff. 
But another road was open. 

After winning the opening lead in 
hand, declarer cashed the ace of dia- 
monds and ruffed a diamond. The 
king of spades provided the entry 
for a second diamond niff, a dub 
was discarded on the ace of spades 
and dummy was entered with the 
ace of chibs for another diamond 
ruff. Declarer cashed the ace of 
hearts, crossed to the board with a 
dub ruff and drew the last trump, 
and dummy took the last two tricks 
with high diamonds. Making seven- 
odd. 


and April, is intended as a guide- 
line for the IOC members when 
they vote in September. 

Mr. Baird said the release of 
the report came at a good time as 
many IOC delegates were visiting 
bidding cities in the northern 
hemisphere’s summer, taking 
attention, away from Sydney 
which has already hosted visits by 
more than 60 of them. 

The technical report placed a 
number of question marks against 
the present suitability of Peking 
and was critical of the city’s low 
standard of environmental pro- 
tection and plans to house 
athletes in tower blocks rising to 
22 storeys. 

Manchester and Berlin fared 
reasonably well, while doubts 
were raised about Istanbul. 

The report was scathing about 
rank outsider Brasilia, where the 
general standards were "current- 
ly below what is expected of an 
Olympic bid.” 

Mr. Baird said the report 
should do the talking for the 
Sydney bid, avoiding and slang- 
ing match with other bidding 
cities. 

“The report says it all. The 
report shows by comparing one 
dty to another, that we come out 
as the best and for that we make 
no apologies but does not mean 
we don’t have to do a lot of strong 
work (lobbying) in between." 

The report said Sydney had an 
overwhelming number of points 
in its favour. These included its 
safe environment, widespread 
support from governments, 
businessmen and environmental 


groups and the compact nature of 
the bid. 

Competitors in 14 sports will be 
able to walk to venues. 

Australian bookmakers were 
less cautious than the Sydney bid 
officials in putting the city as clear 
favourite at 6-4 on to win the 
Olympics with Peking- at 5-4 
against and Manchester at 5-1 
against. 

Samaranch upset 

Olympic chief Juan Antonio 
Samaranch admitted Monday be 
was upset about the leak of a 
technical report on the six dries 
bidding to stage the 2000 Summer 
Olympic Games. 

The IOC president, asked ab- 
out the leak on his arrival to visit 
venue candidates Manchester, 
said: “I was upset, yes." 

But he added it would make no 
difference to the bidding process. 

When reporters suggested to 
Mr. Samaranch that Sydney 
would be the Olympic venue, he 
said: “There aree 90 members of 
the IOC — I don’t vote — who 
will make the final decision. 

"I don’t know if it is Sydney, 
Peking, Manchester, Berlin, Bra- 
zilia or Istanbul. We have many 
members and they are visiting all 
the dries. The decision will be 
made on Sept. 23 in Monaco.” 

Organisers of Peking's Olym- 
pics 2000 bid said Tuesday they 
were undaunted despite an IOC 
inspectors' report voidng a num- 
ber of concerns. 

“We don’t think there is any- 
thing in the report that is dis- 


ve lag w 
by the 


we can 
year 


advantageous to us,” Wu Zhon- 
gyuan, spokesman for Peking 
2000 Olympic Games Bid Com- 
mittee, said. “We are absolutely 
filled with confidence.” 

Mr. Wu said the report, which 
he called “relatively objective,” 
pointed out China's advantages 
and wherever a shortcoming was 
mentioned acknowledged the 
organisers were already aware of 
it. 

“The report pointed out that 
we are aware of the problems and 
have made concrete plans to 
overcome them,” he said. 

“In areas where we 
certainly catch up 
2000 ." 

Insuffident foreign language 
speakers and an inadequate tele- 
communications network were 
drawbacks which would need to 
be addressed, the report said. 

By contrast, the inspectors 
were impressed by Peking’s abil- 
ity to house all IOC members and 
other Olympic administrators in 
one hotel. 

“They liked our idea of ’one 
big family,’” Mr. Wu said. "They 
were impressed by the support 
from the people and the govern- 
ment.” 

Manchester fared 
‘extremely weU v 

Manchester officials said Tues- 
day they had fared “extremely 
well” in the IOC inspectors' tech- 
nicala report. 


g 


Bob Scott, chairman of the 
Manchester Organising Commit- 
tee, told Mr. Samaranch he be- 
lieved Manchester offered the 
chance of a “classic games, a 
risk-free games.” 

“The report was extremely 
good for Manchester and we are 
extremely proud and pleased that 
onr efforts have Men vindi- 
cated,” Mr. Scott told Mr. 
Samaranch, who is visiting the 
northern English city. 

Mr. Samaranch appeared im- 
ressed with Manchester’s plans 
r the games. 

“I can assure you, you have 
given to us a unique and wonder- 
ful lesson in bow to present an 
Olympic bid," he said after a 
presentation in the dty’s town 

“We now know, the world 
knows, that Manchester is a se- 
rious bidder,” Mr. Scott said at a 
later news conference. “It is fair 
to say Manchester is extremely 
pleased with the report and we've 
done extremely well out of it.” 
Mr. Scott conceded that Syd- 
ney was a dear favourite among 
the six dries bidding for the 


“All I can say is well done 
Sydney. They’ve got a great bid 
but what they know now is that 
they've got very good opposition 
— and that's Manchester. - 
“I am not gonig to partidpate 
in a ranking game. The report 
does not lend itself to a ranking 
game." 


AL DALAL ORIENTAL WEAR 
and perfumes for women and men 
in Amman Forte Grand Hotel. 
The best and cheapest in Jordan 


FLAT FOR RENT 

Ground floor, three bedroom flat in a prime 
location in Abdoun, overlooking a nice view. 
Private front and backyard garden and a 
private garage - 200 sq. metres. 

Contact tel.: 822418 - 825916 


CAR FOR SALE 

1 988 Subaru St. wagon, blue, like new 4WD, turbo, loaded 
with options American plates. $5500. 

Tel. 821586 or 819943 


FOR RENT 

(Fully Furnished Deluxe Apartment) 

Two bedrooms, living room, family room, new carpet, 
quiet area, nice view. 

Location: Umm Uthainah area, behind Umm 
Uthainah commercial market. 

Tel. 655470 
from 8 a.m.-ll a.m. 
and from 4 p.m. - 7 p.m. 


Racer dies of injuries 


CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — 
Davey Allison died Tuesday 
morning of injuries be suffered 
when a helicopter he was piloting 
crashed in the infield at Talladega 
Supeispeedway, his racing team 
said. 

The 32-year-old stock car driv- 
er died ui Birmingham,' Ala., 
hospital, a spokeswoman at 
Robert Yates Racing in Charlotte 
said. 


The accident took place Mon- 
day when Allison and another 
driver, Red Farmer, flew to the 
speedway to watch test driving. 

Fanner, the only other occu- 
pant of the helicopter, was in 
Carraway Methodist Medical 
Centre in Birmingham. He was in 
critical but stable condition after 
suffering a broken rib, collarbone 
and nose. 



AL-ZAMIL 

AIR CONDITIONERS 


The only air conditioners that proved their high quality all 
over the Middle East area. y 

provided with: 

☆ Warranty for one year 
■fr After sale maintenance 

All types & sizes are available at: 

Mechanical. Engineers - Abdul Rahim Taha 
Tel. 611996, tax 624689, Tlx. 21680 ARTCO 
& MEC Trading Corp. Tel. 642722 


BERMUDA • BAHAMAS • GRAN CAYMAN 


JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
ON CRUISE SHIPS 

5,000 Employments in the Caribbean 


Epsitims available: Administrative Staff, Pool Attendants, 
Dining Room Staff, Shop Staff, Hostesses,- Bellboys, 
Cleaners, GP-Repairmen, Room Stewards, Cruise Staff, 
Receptionists, Seamen, Electricians, and many other 
positions. Previous experience not required for ail positions, 
we are looking for applicants between 18 and 40 years old. 
Salaries: US $ 15,000 -US $ 40,000/year 

Additional Benefits: 'Modern cabins and excellent 
food free of charge -Tax Free Salary -Extra bonuses -Free 


trainin 

ship, 


ining. If you are interested in a well-paid job on a cruise 
ip, Jill the coupon and send it to: 

World Cruase Corporator. 


4700 N.W. 7th Street. Suite 190 - 
Miami FL 33126.U.S.A. 


BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE 


□ Mr. 


□ Mis?. 


Name. 


P.O. Box. 


.Postal Code. 


City: 

Present Occupation:. 


Country:. 
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Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD 


A 

T 


DELINQUENTS 

Shows; 3:00, 6:30, 10:30 

NOWHERE TO RUN 

Shows: 12:00, 5:00, 8:30 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


PLAZA 


STALLONE — IN 
Dolpy Stereo 

CLIFFHANGER 

Shows: 1230. 3:15. S. 6:45. 8:30, 1030 


Cinema 


Tel.: 6&144 

PHILADELPHIA 


AI Pacino — in 

SCENT OF A WOMAN] 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 6-,15. 9 p.m. 


Tel.: 675571 

NaMI AI MMhftnl Thoatro 


'For- the first time in Amman you have a 
date with the National Palestinian Theatre- 
— the Gaza Strip — in a' play entitled: 

The AiMMtafttlQit of Hanttelafe 

by artist feted Ntar 

ShiM MfMv SEd IN^ 4 MU N fell pjk 

fgt boofc nH ta adwan 


Nabil & Hisham's Td - : 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


AHLAN NABIL AND HISHAM THEATRE 

The theatre will be dosed in preparation 
for “Ablan Arab Summit” play which 
will be shown at the Jerash Festival for 
Culture and Arts. 
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6 Muslim countries to send 
troops to Bosnia safe areas 


Combined agency despatches 

ISLAMABAD — Six Muslim 
countries and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
have agreed to sqpply 7.600 sol- 
diers or more if requested by the 
United Nations to protect six 
Muslim security zones in Bosnia, 
diplomatic sources said Tuesday. 

Bosnia’s Foreign Minister 
Haris Silajdzic expressed satisf ca- 
tion on the decision taken at a 
two-day meeting in the Pakistan 
capital of Islamabad by member 
states of the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference (OIQ. 

“We are on the right crack. We 
will secure enough troops," Mr. 
Silajdzic told AFP. “Now the 
main question concerns applying 
the measures adopted. 

Pakistan Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Siddique Kanju 
said the conference had adopted 
a “plan of action” envisagng 


concrete steps to mitigate suffer- 
ings of the Muslim population 
and calling for a cessation of 
hostilities in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 

“Specific commitments” have 
been made by Bangladesh, Iran, 
Malaysia, Pakistan. Turkey, 
Tunisia and Palestine — which is 
recognised as a state by the OIC 
— to deploy troops in the former 
Yugoslav state, Mr. Kanju said at 
the closing session here. 

He said the number of troops 
offered by the participants would 
.be more than the so-called “light 
option” which calls for stationing 
7,600 peacekeepers at she desig- 
nated safe areas in Bosnia. 

“We are prepared to provide 
additional troops if requested by 
the United Nations” to enforce 
peace in the region, where the 
mainly Muslim Bosnian army is 
fighting Serbian and Croat forces, 
he said- 

Observers said this is probably 
the first time the OIC has taken a 
concrete step on an international 
issue. 

Pakistan, Bangladesh and 
Malaysia are to dispatch troop’s 
immediately to Bosnia, the 
sources said. 

Other countries, such as Tuni- 
sia, Algeria and Morocco, have 
requested U.N. clarification of 
the troops mandate in Bosnia. 

Iran and Turkey have express- 


ed willingness to participate in 
protecting U.N. peacekeepers 
and their appeal to do so will be 
transmitted for assessment by 
U.N. Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali, a diplomatic source said. 

Iran led the group, offering 
5.000 to 10,000 soldiers, another 
source said. 

In Sarajevo, meanhwile, Bos- 
nia’s Muslim president and the 
leader of Bosnian Serbs have 
signed an accord that could res- 
tore utilities to Sarajevo, as shell- 
ing reportedly killed 12 people 
waiting for scarce water. 

Bosnian radio quoted the Bos- 
nian army as saying 12 were killed 
and 15 were wounded Monday 
when a shell hit at a water tap in 
the suburb of Dobrinja, near the 
airport. 

Radio reported two others kil- 
led and three wounded by 
another shell hitting the old city 
Monday. 

Peter Kessler, of the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees, reported earlier Monday 
that the last major source of 
drinking water in Sarajevo had 
been cut because of lack of fuel 
for a pump. 

The acute water shortage has 
raised concerns that disease could 
spread. “Kessler reported 200 to 
300 cases of dysentery daily be- 
cause of residents using dirty 
groundwater. 

Mr. Kessler said the pump 
serving a well at the city brewery 
stopped operating Sunday be- 
cause of a Serb blockade of fuel. 
The well had been supplying less 
than 20 per cent of Sarajevo's 
normal water needs. The main 
pumping station is in Serb- 
controlled territory. 

Monday's agreement on restor- 
ing water and utilities was signed 
by Bosnian President Alija Izet- 
begoviv and Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic. It was negoti- 
ated by Bernard Kouchner, 
France’s former health minister, 
in separate meetings with the 
rival leaders. 

Mr. Kouchner said U.N. ex- 
perts would work out the details. 
He said water, gas and power 
could be back within a few days if 
all went well. 

Mr. Kouchner said Mr. Izetbc- 
govic agreed in principle to 
attend peace talks in Geneva if 
utilities are restored and if the 


warring parties cease offensive 
action during the talks. 

. In a letter read on Bosnian 
radio, Mr. Izetbegovic urged Dr. 
Ghali to back his demands. 

Bosnia's collective presidency 
has refused to accept a three-way 
partition of their country along 
ethnic lines as proposed by Ser- 
bian and Croatian leaders. It 
fears the division would leave 
Muslims jammed into a tiny state 
between hostile Serbian and 
Croatian neighbours. 

Serbs, who control about 70 
per cent of Bosnia, reject Bos- 
nian Muslim proposals to main- 
tain Bosnia as a federation of 
provinces that would not be 
formed strictly along ethnic lines. 

The New York Times quoted a 
classified State Department docu- 
ment as saying that the Serb- 
Croat partition plan could require 
the settlement of 1.5 million two 
million people. 

The report does not promote 
or criticise the plan, but predicted 
that masses of Serix, Croats and 
Muslims would move either 
through choice or coercion if the 
plan is implemented, the paper 
reported in Tuesday editions. 

Muslim-led government troops 
were reported Tuesday to have 
launched a major offensive out- 
ride the disputed Bosnian dty of 
Mostar but were on the retreat 
from advancing Serbs on another 
front. 

Croat sources and U.N. 
peacekeepers in Mostar in south- 
western Bosnia reported that 
artillery duels and dose-quarters 
battles between Muslims and 
Croats erupted at the southern 
entraces to the city early on Tuesr 
day. 

“It’s an all-out Muslim offen- 
sive on our positions,” Veso 
Vegar, spokesman for the Croa- 
tian defence council (HVO) told 
Reuters in Zagreb by telephone 
from Mostar, m south-west Bos- 
nia. 

He said thousands of Muslim 
troops were trying to cut a key 
road south of the dry. 

The upsurge of fighting 
threatened to disrupt U.N. relief 
operations in Bosnia, and fol- 
lowed warning from peace 
mediators that the United Na- 
tions may have to withdraw from 
Bosnia if the situation deterio- 


P ro-Is raeli militia warns Beirut 


TEL AVIV (Agendes) — The 
commander of Israel’s client 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
milita said Tuesday the Lebanese 
government would pay a harsh 
price for any further attacks by 
guerrillas on Israeli and SLA 
forces. 

“The Lebanese state itself thus 
will pay the price and not only the 
Hizbollah organisation, or 
Ahmad Jibril’s organisation,” 
General Antoine Lahd said in 
remarks broadcast by Israel 
Radio. 

A former Lebanese army offic- 
er, Gen. Lahd warned the 
Lebanese government the re- 
sponse would be harsh if it con- 
tinued to allow the guerrilla 
attacks. 

Guerrillas have been on alert 
across Lebanon for several days, 
a ntid paring Israel’s retaliation 
for the killing of five Israeli sol- 
diers last week in the year’s fier- 
cest attacks. 

Israeli and SLA troops have 
generally avoided milita rv con- 


frontations vrth Lebanon, a party 
to U.S.-brokered Arab-Israeti 
peace talks. 

Mr. Rabin has vowed to 
avenge the attacks, but Israeli 
commentators have said no re- 
taliation is expected until after a 
U.S. team trying to resusdtate 
the stalled peace talks departs the 
region. 

\ Israel meanwhile moved furth- 
er reinforcements into southern 
Lebanon. 

Three Merkava tanks, three 
armoured vehicles, four jeeps 
and seven troop transporters 
crossed the Israeli-Lebanese bor- 
der and headed for an Israeli- 
declared “secuirty zone” in 
southern Lebanon, a source close 
to the army reported. 

Artillery pieces, along with 
tanks and armoured vehicles, 
were moved into the “security 
zone” over the weekend. 

In occupied Jerusalem, U.S. 
peace talks coordinator Dennis 
Ross discussed Lebanon with 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 


and ‘ senior defence and army 
-officials on Tuesday, officials 
said. 

The team was expected to 
leave the area later in the day or 
on Wednesday. 

On Sunday Mr. Ross carried a 
warning from Mr. Rabin to Syria, 
the main power broker in Leba- 
non, to curb the guerrillas. 

Officials hinted Mr. Ross on 
Tuesday brought Israel Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad's reply 
to the Rabin warning. 

The Lebanon attacks coincided 
with the arrival of the Ross team, 
which is trying to resolve an 
Israeli -Palestinian deadlock in 
the 20-month-old talks. 

In Damascus on Tuesday, Syria 
welcomed a fresh pledge by Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton that the United 
States would work as a full part- 
ner in Arab-Israeli peace talks. 

“Therefore it is necessary to 
give another chance to save the 
peace process and work to push it 
on the right direction," wrote the 
official daily A1 Baath. 


Majali 1 Regent opens conference 


(C ontinued from pa ge 1) 

would have civil defence, public 
security, health and social cen- 
tres, said the prime minister. 

These centres, he added, will 
encourage local citizens to take 
up voluntary work and contribute 
towards ensuring public safety. 

“Public'safety does not mean 
only dealing with the consequ- 
ences of natural disasters like 
floods, snow storms and earth- 
quakes. but also day-to-day prob- 
lems facing the residents of each 
area,” he said. 

Citizens will be encouraged to 
take collective action to deal with 
matters that can pose danger to 
the local community, he added. 

According to an Interior Minis- 
try statement, the Higher Safety 
Committee, which is chaired by 
Minister of Interior Salameb 
Ham mad, discussed a report out- 
lining a number of major prob- 
lems facing Amman. These in- 
cluded issues pertaining to the 
sewage system, wasta ge disposal, 
and" building waste treatment 
plants. 

Ekeusdue 
in Baghdad 

(Cou turned from page 1) 

Meanwhile, U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali and Iraq's 
Deputy Foreign Minister Riad A1 
Qaisi discussed the missile sites 
dispute and the possible sale of a 
limited quantity of Iraqi oil at a 
private meeting Monday, di- 
plomatic sobrees said (see page 2). 


(Continued from page 1) 

Crown Prince said. 

"We refuse, primarily and 
essentially, any attempt aimed at 
smearing the reputation of Islam, 
and the defaming of Muslims as 
the enemies of tomorrow and the 
neo-terrorist elements that 
threaten the new world order in 
the aftermath of the cold war.” 
the Crown Prince said. 

Although the theme of the 
conference is “Man and the Fu- 
ture of Civilisation" and working 
papers deal with such themes, the 
on-going strife between Muslims 
and non-Muslims in at least half a 
dozen countries in bound to 
dominate much of the conference 
discussions. The strife between 
Muslim Azerbaijan and Arme- 
nian Christians was cited one of 
the three speakers in the opening 


session. 

The head of the Higher Coun- 
cil of Muslims in the Caucasus, 
Sheikh Shakour Bashzada, 
thanked Crown Prince Hassan 
and His Majesty King Hussein for 
trying to bring about a peaceful 
solution to the Azeri- Armenian 
conflict of the region of Nagomo- 
Karaback. 

"If the strife between Armenia 
and Azerbaijan is not dealt with 
properly, there could be grave 
consequences.” Sheikh Bashzada 
warned. 

Economic disparities, lack of 
political and soda] unity among 
Muslim countries as well as the 
continuing East-West divide, 
were all issues referred to by the 
three opening speakers. Crown 
Prince Hassan, head of the A1 al 
Bait Foundation Dr.Nassereddin 
Al Assad and Sheikh Bashzada. 


American efforts ‘encouraging’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Rabin that he had found all 
sides serious about trying to 
bridge tfaeir differences. 

"I think everybody is very se- 
rious about trying to find those 
ways (to bridge gaps) and at this 
point we’re just going to continue 
m that effort," Mr. Ross said. 

Elyakim Rubinstein, the top 
Israeli negotiator with the Palesti- 
nians, said Mr. Ross had con- 
veyed a message from Mr. Rabin 
to Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad about recent tension on 
the Israeli-Lebanese border. 

“There are problems on the 
Lebanese border... Israel's con- 
cerns were made known, also to 
the Syrians," Mr. Rubinstein told 


reporters after the Ross- Rabin 
meeting. 

Mr. Rubinstein would not say 
what the message was, but Israeli 
media reported earlier this week 
that Mr. Rabin had asked Mr. 
Ross to deliver a stem warning to 
Syria. • 

Five Israeli soldiers died in 
clashes with Lebanese guerrillas 
over the weekend. Israel sees 
Syria as ultimately responsible for 
Lebanese guerrilla activity. 

Arabs have united behind the 
Palestinian demand that the 
peace talks focus on the bound- 
aries of Palestinian control during 
the five-year period of self-rule 
and that East Jerusalem must be 
included.. 



BAGHDAD PROTEST: Iraqi women demons- military action grows over the refusal of Iraq to 
trate outside the U.N. office in Baghdad Tuesday allow U.N. monitoring of two missfle sites (AFP 
against the U.N. inspection team and the U.S. photo) 

Tension is mounting as the threat of further 

Jordan steps up anti- drugs battle 


By John Halaby 

Tbe Associated Press 

AMMAN — Jordan has step- 
ped up its anti-narcctics cam- 
paign because of a growing 
drug abuse problem which au- 
thorities are blaming largely on 
Jordanians who fled Kuwait 
after the 1990 Iraqi invasion, 
officials said Tuesday. 

Jordan has never had a se- 
rious domestic drugs problem, 
although it has traditionally 
been a transit route for hashish 
and marijuana being smuggled 
from Lebanon, Syria and 
Egypt to Saudi Arabia and the 
Gulf states. 

But “tbe situation has been 
changing in the last three years 
with an increasing number of 
Jordanians, mainly returnees 
from the Gulf, abusing drugs,” 
a senior narcotics control offi- 
cial said. 

The official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
that many of the returnees 
were well-to-do and brought a 
drug habit with them from the 
Gulf. 

Sari Nassir, dean of the 
Sociology Department at Jor- 
dan University, said: "Frustra- 
tion fuelled by the sudden 
transformation of Jordanian 
society, as well as severe un- 
employment, are major factors 
in the increasing tendency 
among the returnees to turn to 
narcotics.” 

More than 320,000 Jorda- 
nians and Palestinians, many 
with Jordanian nationality, 
fled Kuwait after the Iraqi in- 
vasion, or were expelled after 
the liberation in February 
1991. 

Many bad been bom :n the 

Journalists’ 

bodies 

recovered 

(Continued from page 1) 

one of Reuters' Somali staff. 

They were recovered by Somali 
staff who have worked for Reu- 
ters and other media for the past 
IS months of civil war, famine 
and an anti-U.N. guerrilla strug- 
gle which has killed about 100 
Somalis and 35 U.N. peacekeep- 
ers. 

The U.N., struggling to contain 
a guerrilla war by Gen. Aideed 
which threatens its plans to re- 
build and police Somalia, said the 
helicopter-led attack, the most 
violent for weeks, had struck a 
major blow against “terrorism.” 
“We anticipate less terrorist 
activity," U.N. military spokes- 
woman Major Leann Swiecz- 
kowski told a sombre news brief- 
ing early Tuesday. “We targetted 
this particular site because it was 
a command site for militia. We 
conducted it in daylight to elimin- 
ate civilian casualties." ' 

Following Monday’s violence, 
Italy asked for a halt to U.N. 
military action to bring a calmer 
atmosphere for negotiations on 
reconciling rival Soimali factions 
and disarming their militias. 

Italian Defence Minister fcabio 
Fabbri said if the cooling-off 
period did not bring peace, then 
U.N. forces could conduct "a 
disarming operation in a grand 
manner.” 

At the United Nations in New 
York, Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali, in critical comments 
apparently directed at Italy, said 
it was unacceptable for any troop 
contingent in Somali, to take 
action outside the U.N. com- 
mand. 

The criticism through spokes- 
man Joe Sills came in response to 
unconfirmed reports that Italian 
troops and other contingents 
were following orders from their 
capitals instead of the U.N. 

“The secretary-general feels 
very strongly that in any U.N. 
operation the force commander 
must be in control of that opera- 
tion in terms of working within 
the mandate as established by the 
Security Council,” Mr. Sills said. 


emirate and had few ties to 
Jordan. 

Unemployment has soared 
since the returnees flooded 
into the country, boosting a 
population already swollen by 
Palestinian refugees by 10 per 
cent almost overnight: 

Dr. Nassir and government 
officials conceded that Jordan 
had economic and social prob- 
lems before it was burdened 
with the returnees. But they 
stressed that the unexpected 
influx has “exacerbated these 
problems.” 

“Most of the cases of con- 
sumption and possession we 
had been 1990 involved hash- 
ish,” said the drug control offi- 
cial. “But now we find a surpri- 
singly high number of hard- 
drug cases involving heroin 
and opium.” 

A study recently released by 
Jordan’s Anti-Narcotics 
Bureau said there were 90 
known addicts in the Kingdom 
in 1992 out of a population of 
3.5 million, compared with 70 
in 1991 and 69 in 1990. 

The study did not indicate 
whether returnees constituted 
the bulk of foe addicts, but 
social workers said many of foe 
patients were teenagers from 
former expatriate families. 

Social workers said that drug 
abuse statistics could be much 
higher than the official figures 
since hashish is popular in Jor- 
dan, and, because it is not 
considered addictive, users do 
not show up od rehabilitation 
records. 

The g>. itudy said 

there were * . .ses of drug 

smuggling reported over last 10 
years — 485, or more than 
'w-third. of tb«m ; n the last 


three years. 

The study noted that in foe 
last decade, 25,405 kilogram- 
mes of hashish were seized — 
more than half of that since 
1990. 

The figures are alarming Jor- 
dan’s security forces, who are 
now intensifying their opera- 
tions to prevent the spread of 
illegal drugs in this conserva- 
tive Kingdom. 

Brigadier Hisham Ensour, 
head of the Anti-Narcotics 
Bureau, said increased coop- 
eration with security forces in 
Syria, Saudi Arabia and Egypt 
had helped smash several ma- 
jor smuggling rings and foil 
“hundreds of cases of attemp- 
ted smuggling.” 

He said increased patrols 
along the Kingdom’s borders 
with Syria and Saudi Arabia to 
curb the smuggling of 
cigarettes and electronic goods 
has helped the fight against 
narcotics. 

Colonel Adnan Shamayleh , ! 
Brig Ensour’s deputy, said the 
price of drugs had gone up in 
Lebanon and Syria following 
the recent destruction of mari- 
juana and opium fields in tbe 
Syrian-controlled Bekka Val- 
ley in eastern Lebanon. 

“Limited supplies, coupled 
with the high risks that the 
smugglers face, have driven up 
the prices by at least 50 per 
cent,” making foe rewards for 
tbe smugglers more attractive, 
he said. 

Col. Shamayleh said the 
average price in Lebanon of 
one kilogramme of good quali- 
ty hashish has gone up from 
$1,000 at the start of foe year 
to $1,500. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Homemade bomb exploded near Cairo 

CAIRO (AP) — A homemade bomb exploded near foe fence of a 
sports club in the affluent Cairo neighbourhood of Zamalek early. 
Tuesday. Police said no one was hurt. The small bundle of 
explosives caused slight damage to the fence of the Gezira sports 
centre. The sound of the explosion was not noticed by Zamalek 
residents living less than one kilometre away. No one claimed 
responsibility for the explosion. 

Indian president stops over in Tehran - 

NICOSIA (R) — Indian President Shankar Dayal Sharma discus- 
sed the promotion of Tehran-New Delhi ties with Iranian President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani during a brief stopover in Tehran Tuesday. 
The Islamic Republic News Agency said Dr. Sharma was en route 
to the Ukraine. It quoted him as saying India was keen on 
developing ties with the Islamic republic. IRNA quoted Mr. 
Rafsanjani as saying he was satisfied with the development of 
Tehran-New Delhi ties and added that India was one of Iran's 
“favourite countries for cooperation." 

Liberian parties reach military settlement 

GENEVA (AFP) — Warring Liberian factions have agreed in 
U.N. -sponsored talks here on military aspects of a peace settle- 
ment, U.N. spokesman Therese Gastaut said Tuesday. She 
warned, however, that it was too early to say that a ceasefire 
agreement was in force, since mediators for the United Nations and 
the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) were seeking a “global 
approach.” A member of the delegation from Liberia's interim 
government said the main rebel faction, the National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia (NPFL) led by Charles Taylor, refused to turn 
over its arms to the Nigerian-led peacekeeping force in the country 
since 1990, ECOMOG. OAU mediator Canaan Banana said late 
Monday an overall settleemnt would include not only agreement 
on a ceasefire and the encampment and disarming of hostile forces, 
but also the “much more difficult” political questions. 

Settler fakes heart attack to avoid extradition 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — A West Bank settler avoided extradition to 
the United States on murder charges Tuesday by faking a heart 
attack, officials said. U.S. marshals were due to accompany 
American Robert Manning. 41. back to the United States where he 
is accused of posting a letter bomb to a secretary in 1980. But he 
collapsed when they arrived to take him to Tel Aviv airport. A 
doctor examined Mr. Manning and found he had swallowed pills, 
which had been smuggled into jail by a visitor, to slow down his 
heart rate. Officials said he would now be extradited in the coming 
days. 

Iran names Arak' as most polluted city 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran has named Arak, which has a population of 
300,000 people, as its most polluted city. Iranian Television 
reported Monday. The television, quoting a study by environment 
department officials, said 1,000 factories released 1.3 million 
tonnes of toxic carbon monoxide into the air in the dty southwest 
of Tehran each year. Respiratory problems were the main illnesses ' 
there and experts expected pollution to worsen after an oil refinery 
and a big petrochemical complex start operating, it added. 


Betselem 
launches 
drive against 
killing of 
children 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agendes) — The Israeli human 
rights group Betselem, 
by apparent public and official 
indifference, launched a cam- 
paign Tuesday to stem the nsmg 
toll of Palestinian children killed 
by Israeli soldiere. 

It said Israeli soldiere had tai- 
led 232 Palestinians younger than 
17 since foe Palestinian revolt 
against Israel's occupation of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip began 
in December 1987. 

“Thirty-eight of them were lol- 
led during tbe last six months, ’ 
Betselem said in a statement at a 
news conference. 

"This is more than double the 
number of children killed in the 
entire previous year and of a 
magnitude unprecedented since 
the intifada began.” 

The organisation, which moni- 
tors Israeli action in the occupied 
territories, said it hoped to spur a 
write-in campaign to Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin , who is 
also defence minister, to curb tbe 
killings. 

The army issued a statement 
saying orders “forbid shooting at 
children.” It said the children 
were killed mainly when near 
scenes of confrontation or by 
soldiers who were not aware of 
their presence. 

Betselem said: “With 232 chil- 
dren dead in five and a half years, 
the absence of deliberate intent 
does not detract from or mitigate 
the gravity of foe guilt borne by 
the security forces. 

“The principal reason for the 
killing of children m such large 
numbers is a deliberate policy of 
opening fire in situations in which 
soldiers are not in mortal dan- 
ger. 

Betselem said the army's own 
statements showed soldiers’ lives 
were not endangered in at least 
32 of foe 38 incidents in which 
children were killed in foe past six 
mouths. 

The organisation documented 
recent cases m which soldiers 
killed a 14-year-old boy who was 
fleeing from a clash in a village, a 
four-year-old boy who was in a 
car that turned away from a 
roadblock and a 20-month-old 
boy who was sheltering with his 
father inside a shop. 

Betselem said it hoped its cam- 
paign — to last one day for each 
of the 35 children kflkd in the 
past six mouths — would make 
tbe Israeli public aware of the 
level of kflung in the occupied 
territories. 

The organisation said it hoped 
public pressure would lead to a 
change in open-fire rules to stop 
soldiers from firing unless their 
lives are endangered. 

Spokesman Eitan told the 
Associated Press said Betselem 
was "specifically suggesting the 
army reduce the permitted use of 
lethal weapons to life-threatening 
situations.” 

A dozen demonstrators hold- 
ing up posters of dead children at 
a busy intersection faced about 50 
hecklers. Police watching over 
the demonstration did not pre- 
vent hecklers from grabbing and 
ripping up posters. 

Mr. Felner noted that it was 
the first time Betselem brought 
its case to the public. “We have 
not succeeded in making this a 
public issue,’ he said. 

A tool of 234 Palestinians 15 or 

under have been killed in dashes 
with Israelis since the beginning 
of the uprising in December 1987, 
among 1,129 Palestinians over 
all. Palestinians hae killed 743 
fellow Arabs, most on suspicion 
of collaborating with Israel, and 
140 Israelis have died. 

4 Kahane supporters held 

Four followers of tbe late ex- 
tremist Rabbi Meir Kahane have 
been arrested as suspects in a 
grenade attack that killed one 
Arab man and wounded eight last 
year, police said Tuesday. 

Israeli media said foe youths 
told police the Nov. 16 attack was 
in revenge for the November 
1991 assassination of Rabbi 
Kahane in a New York Citv 
hotel. 3 

The youths, who reenacted the 
attack for police, were detained 
before dawn Sunday and ordered 
held 10 days by court order, 
reporters and police said. Their 
names were not published be- 
cause they are minors. 

. Three subjects are 17 and a 
third is 16, the national Itim news 
agency said. One is from a Jewish 
settlement in the occupied West 
Bank and the others are from 
Jerusalem, it said. 

They belong to the .‘‘Kahane 
Chau movement, founded after 
Kanane s assassination, Ben- 
Ruby said. 

In the attack, an annyu-issue 
fragmental! on grenade was 
hurled into a narrow alley in the 

in Jerusalem’s 

Adqiq, 62 of Al Ram north of 

wounding another 
eight Palestinians. 
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Rumours that Deng 
has cancer totally = 
groundless’ 

PEKING (AFP) — China denied 
[ as ‘totally groundless’ Tuesday a g* 
report that paramount leader Ti 
Deng Xiaoping had undergone 
surgery for testicular cancer. 
‘•This report is totally OTOuad- 
less ” a Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said. The Japanese 
newspaper, Yomnm Shimbm, 
bad reported Thursday tol l*. 
Deng, who will be 89 next month, 
was receiving treatment at home ■ 
following an operation last month 
in a Peking hospital. Mr. Deng 
was still working, but only-on 
very important matters, the uews-' x 
paper said- It said news of Mr. 
Deng’s illness and operation were 
obtained from army officials. 
Taiwan's official Central News 
Agency (CNA), m a dispatch 
from Peking Tuesday, quoted 
Cheng Siyuan, 85-year-old vice . 
chairman of the National Pea- ® 
pie’s Corgress, as denying that 
Mr. Deng had undergone any 
cancer treatment. Mr. Deng 
swims quite often and that has 
contributed to his good health, 

Mr. Cheng said in foe CNA 
report. Cheng also told CNA that 
Taiwan authorities should allow 
Mr. Deng’s son, Deng Pufang, 
who heads China's handicapped 
association, to visit the island. 

Cuban stowaways 
travel to Miami 
in style j 

MIAMI, Florida (AFP) — A 
Cuban family casually boarded a h* 
cruise ship and, without paying, w '. 
enjoyed four days as normal tour- 
ists before they arrived here and 
asked for political asylum, the 
Royal Caribbean Cruise Line 
said. “We’U be looking very 
closely at how they were able to 
get on.” Rich Stock, foe com-' 
pany’s director of public rela- 
tions, said Monday. The family of 
Barbara Ramentol, 39, Vicente 
Fuster. 45, and their son Moises, 

20, and daughter Gretchen, 11, 
boarded the 2,354-berth Majesty 
of the Seas in Grand Cayman 
Island Wednesday, arriving in 
Miami Sunday. They had pre- 
viously fled to Grand Cayman 
from Cuba in a small boat in late 
March. Shortly after their arrival | 
here, Ms. Ramentol said all four 
had boarded foe ship freely and 
spent four days dining in the 
buffet lounge, walking about die 
ship at night and sleeping in the 
movie theatre during foe day. 

“We sat by the pool as if we were 
normal tourists," she said. Under 
U.S. law, the cruise line could be ±. 
fined up to $3,000 for each stow- jM 
away they bring to the United’^ 
States and is responsible for foe 
family’s lodging food and security 
arrangements while they stay in a 
Miami hotel pending their asylum 
hearing. 

Ordination off 
women moves a 
step closer 

LONDON (AFP) — The ordina- 
tion of women priests within tbe 
Church of England moved a step 
nearer when a committee of MPs* 
and peers voted by 16 to 11 to' 
accept that the ordination of 
women was “expedient.” The 
parliamentary Ecclesiastical 
Committee also voted 17-10 in \U 
private session in favour of finan- ff- 
dal provision for those who felt ^ 
they had to leave the church 
because of their opposition to the 
move. The committee expected 
to complete its report by the end 
of July. It will go to both Houses 
of Parliament in October and will 
return to the Church of England 
General Synod in November. 
Assuming a clear passage, 
women priests could then be 
ordained from next year. The 
committee is said to be trying 
S'ery hard” to achieve a unani- 
mous report, despite deep differ- 
ences. Liberal Democrat MP 
who supports 
female ordination, said: ‘Today 
marks probably the most momen- 
tous devision this committee has 

. en m foe 70 years of its ex- 
ist enve. 
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Disney wife, 
daughter condemn 
new biography 

LOS ANGELES (R) — The 
widow and daughter of famed 

tifeme P^k creator 
wait Disney issued a booklet 
oonaemnine a new unauthorised 
Biography that claims Disney was 
SJ 1 J nfor ?? nt for the Federal 
f“r eau of Investigation, an alco- 
none and an anti-Semite. The 1 
uv-page volume contains sword . 

by family members, . 

SS*? FBI Director William ! 

WawSf’ ^ former and current 1 

wait Disney Co employees. Dis- 

tl? ?^ doi ^»LiIIian, and daugfa- ! 

Disney Miller, dental ' 1 

author Marc Efiot ; 

wooas Dark Prince.” Disney ! 


